
The executive committee of Resource Center Dallas’ board
of directors will be meeting within the week, according to
board President Reid Ainsworth, to discuss its options in re-
placing Mike McKay, who announced earlier this week he
is resigning as the center’s executive director.

McKay announced Monday, May 10, that he is leaving
RCD to take a job as chief of operations in the Volunteer Re-
cruitment and Selection Division for the Peace Corps. He
said his final day at RCD is Friday, May 28. He begins his
new job with the Peace Corp on June 7.

Ainsworth said that the center already has a “strong man-
agement team” in place that will allow RCD to maintain

“business as usual,” even if no one has been chosen to re-
place McKay by the time he leaves.

“I feel very confident that we have the management team
in place to move things forward,” he said, adding that the
executive committee, made up of the board officers, will “de-
termine a plan of action” and then take that plan to the full
board for final approval.

Ainsworth said the executive committee will “look at all
the options,” including the possibility of promoting someone
from within the organization to the executive director posi-
tion, and the possibility of bringing in someone new from
outside the center’s existing staff.

“If we can decide on someone before the next scheduled
board meeting on June 7, then we can call a board meeting
earlier. But if we decide to look for someone externally, then
those searches can sometimes take a few months,” he said.

RCD’s existing management team includes Cece Cox, as-
sociate executive director for GLBT services; Bret Camp,
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WASHINGTON — Supporters of the Employment Non-
Discrimination Act (ENDA) say they have the votes to pass
the bill, they are just waiting for the Democratic leadership
to call it to the floor. 

But the leadership has grown quiet — no more regular ex-
pressions of optimism and predictions for when Congress
will take up the bill, and the waiting game is wearing on
nerves.

“The community and the movement have done every-
thing we’ve been asked to do,” said Mara Keisling, executive
director of the National Center for Transgender Equality. 

NCTE is one of the key groups lobbying for the bill this
session, taking the lead on the additional language that seeks
to prohibit discrimination based on gender identity, as well
as sexual orientation.

“We’ve worked and worked and gotten sufficient votes
to make sure gender identity stays in the bill,” said Keisling,
“but the bill is not being prioritized.”

Rea Carey, executive director of the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force, said, “We have heard that the official whip
is completed and that there are enough votes to pass ENDA
in committee and in the House, which tells us that our vig-
orous lobbying and grassroots engagement efforts are being
effective.

“Leadership needs to do the right thing, right now,” said
Carey, “and schedule a markup and pass an inclusive
ENDA.”

One of those leaders is Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., the
most veteran of Congress’ three openly gay representatives,
chairman of the House’s influential Finance Committee, and
sponsor of the bill. Through a spokesman, Frank had no new
information this week about when a vote will happen.

Frank introduced the bill, H.R. 3017, in June of last year 

Time running
out on ENDA
Advocates express frustration over Democratic leadership’s
failure to prioritize bill banning anti-LGBT job discrimination

LISA KEEN  | Keen News Service

RALLYING THE TROOPS  | Resource Center Dallas Executive Director Mike McKay addresses a rally outside Dallas City Hall
in November 2008, a few days after passage of Proposition 8. McKay’s last day at RCD will be May 28. 

McKay to leave RCD for Peace Corps
Board begins search for replacement as 
ED announces departure after four years

TAMMYE NASH  |  Senior Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com
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• texasnews instantTEA
Laura Bush says gay couples
should have equal rights

Dallas resident and former first lady Laura
Bush told CNN’s Larry King on Tuesday, May
11 that she supports equal rights for same-
sex couples. King asked Bush about a pas-
sage in her book, “Spoken from the Heart,”
where she says she asked George not to
make a “significant issue” out of gay marriage:

King: “Do you think
we should have it
[gay marriage]?”

LB: “I think that
we ought to defi-
nitely look at it, and
I’ve debated. I think
there are a lot of
people who have
trouble coming to
terms with that be-
cause they see mar-
riage as traditionally between a man and a
woman, but I also know that when couples
are committed to each other and love each
other, they ought to have, I think, the same
sort of rights that everyone has.”

King: “So would that be an area where you
[and George] disagree?”

L.B.: “I guess that would be an area that we
disagree. I understand totally what George
thinks and what other people think about mar-
riage being between a man and a woman,
and it’s a real reversal … to accept gay mar-
riage.”

King: “But you do?”
L.B.: “But I think we could. I think it’s also a

generational thing.”
King: “You think it’s coming?”
L.B.: “Yeah, [it] will come.”

— John Wright

Dewhurst defends his deci-
sion to crucify the gay Jesus

In an interview with The Texas Tribune,
Texas Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst defended his
recent decision to issue a press release calling
for the cancellation of a gay-themed play,
“Corpus Christi,” at Tarleton State University: 

Dewhurst: First of all, if that particular play
had been in any other venue, a private school,
some theater, none of my business. None of
my business. I exercised my First Amendment
right to say something when a lot of people
were calling all around the state of Texas say-
ing, “What in the world is going on at a state
school that receives state money?” That was
the only reason I said something. There were
two elements. One, it was at a state school
that was receiving state money. Two, it was
ridiculing, in my judgment, you may not agree,
but ridiculing one religion. It doesn’t make any
difference to me — on this, and I want to use
this word carefully, I’m agnostic on this — it
doesn’t make any difference, in my judgment:
If a play ridiculed anybody’s religion, I would
have reacted the same way.

TT: So a play about gay Buddha would
have received the same press release?

Dewhurst: Yes, it would have, because I
don’t believe it’s right to denigrate anybody’s
religion.

— John Wright

DallasVoice.com/Instant-Tea

Change approved with little debate;
full board votes on proposal in June

JOHN WRIGHT  |  Online Editor
wright@dallasvoice.com

Less than three months after Dallas Area Rapid
Transit was publicly accused of discriminating
against a transgender bus driver, a committee of
the board of directors voted Tuesday, May 11, to
add gender identity to the agency’s employment
nondiscrimination policy.

DART’s Economic Opportunity and Diversity
Committee unanimously approved the proposal,
which now proceeds to the full board for a final

vote in June.
“I think there’s little

need to debate this,”
said committee mem-
ber John Danish of Irv-
ing, who serves as vice
president of the board.
“This is just something
that makes a lot of
common sense. … We
don’t discriminate
against anyone for any
reason.”

Michael Robinson, who was among a handful
of LGBT activists who attended Tuesday’s com-
mittee meeting, said he was “shocked” that there

wasn’t more opposition to the proposal.
A member of the direct action group GetE-

QUAL, Robinson said he’s been preparing to or-
ganize protests if DART doesn’t approve the new
policy.

“I’m extremely surprised that it went that
smoothly,” Robinson said.

Kriss Ann Gamez, DART’s of diversity direc-
tor and EEO, told the committee the policy
change is needed to maintain best practices and
discourage negative practices, as well as to re-
main competitive.

DART’s nondiscrimination policy has in-
cluded sexual orientation since 1995.

Five cities in Texas include gender identity in
Laura Bush

DART committee OKs trans protections

Organizers adding new choices,
events — including the option of a
shorter route — to spark new
interest in fundraiser in its 10th year

TAMMYE NASH  |  Senior Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

In the wind up to the 10th annual Lone Star
Ride Fighting AIDS, LSR co-chairs Laura Kerr and
John Tripp have said participants and supporters
should expect to see some breaks from tradition
in the 2010 event.

“For our 10th year, we decided we would toss
out our ‘same as last year’ concept and do some-
thing different,” said Kerr, who chaired LSR in
2009. “Just because we had always done it one
way doesn’t mean we can’t do something differ-
ent.”

One of the most obvious changes, the co-chairs
said, is the addition of a second, shorter route,
complete with full-service crews, moto support
and fully staffed pit stops.

In 2009, LSR moved its base camp to the Amer-
ican Airlines Conference Center on the campus of
the American Airlines headquarters in north Ar-
lington. The first day of the two-day, 165-mile ride
featured a long loop through the countryside
northwest of the airport, and the second day’s ride
went southeast to Ovilla and back.

That move brought with it the advantage of sin-
gle starting/finishing point and a central gather-
ing point for participants and supporters.

For the 10th annual ride this fall, the AACC will
again be base camp for both days, allowing organ-
izers to add this “fabulous new route option,” Kerr
said, opening up the ride to what they hope will
be an even wider range of riders.

“One of the biggest reasons people have always
given for not registering to ride is, ‘I don’t think I
can make it that far,’” Kerr said. “But now, for
those who aren’t confident that they can do 75
miles each day, we are offering the option of doing
45 miles each day, and that route still includes all
the rights, privileges and perks that come with the
longer ride.”

Tripp said organizers had been considering
adding a second, shorter route option for several

years, and that having the AACC as home base for
the second consecutive year gave them that op-
portunity.

“We are familiar enough with the area that it is
really doable this year to have shorter route op-
tions,” Tripp said.

The co-chairs said that the longer route this year
will be basically the same as in 2009, except that
the lunch pit stop will be placed a little earlier in

LSR kicks off Sunday at Salum

Michael Robinson

BREAKING FROM TRADITION  | Lone Star Right Fighting AIDS Co-chairs Laura Kerr and John Tripp said
this year’s event will include the option of a 45-mile route each day in an effort to attract new riders reluc-
tant to tackle the traditional 75-mile route.

•
LSR, Page 14

•
DART, Page 15
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Straight Guy Drag-off to benefit EMT

Equality March Texas will host a “Straight Guy
Drag-off Competition” Sunday, May 16, at 10 p.m.
at The DoubleWide Bar. The event will feature
straight male allies competing in drag and judged
on overall appearance and talent.

Mia DuBois will host the event, with special
performances by Miss EMT 2010 Nia Courtland,
Miss Round-Up Alexandra De Vane and Julian
Pax.

Admission is $10 and doors open at 9 p.m. The
evening will include drink specials and a raffle for
door prizes. All proceeds will benefit Equality
March Texas.

For more information go online to Equality-
MarchTexas.org or call Jacob Pendleton at 214-
205-6224.

AIDS Arms announces new hires

Officials with AIDS Arms Inc. have announced
the addition of non-profit veterans Kris Martin
and Naomi C.T. White to the agency’s fundraising
team.

“We are thrilled to have these two women as a
part of our resource development team,” said
AIDS Arms Executive Director Raeline Nobles.
“Each brings unique experiences, gifts and skills
to our organization to help us meet the needs of a
fast growing client population and expanding ef-
forts within HIV prevention.” 

Martin has been hired as manager of individual
giving to develop and retain major donors for the
Call to Arms expansion campaign, a project of the
Red Ribbon Society at AAI designed to raise
funds to build an additional medical clinic in the
southern sector of Dallas.

Martin has more than 30 years of marketing,
public relations, communications and develop-
ment experience, having worked with PBS, Dallas
Voice and KERA. She also worked for Cathedral
of Hope, where she assisted with two successful
capital campaigns.

Martin is a member of the Association of
Fundraising Professionals, the National Gay and
Lesbian Journalists Association, Lambda Legal,
Stonewall Democrats, KERA 90.1 and works as a
community volunteer.

White will serve as development associate at
AAI, where her chief role is to help manage the
agency’s annual LifeWalk event. This year’s
event, set for Oct. 10, will mark LIfeWalk’s 20th
anniversary.

White has more than 12 years of marketing
and development experience, having worked
for Susan G. Komen for the Cure in the cause re-
lated marketing department, developing and
maintaining sponsorship relationships. She has
earned bachelor’s degree in marketing and com-
munications from the University of Houston
and is a member of Society of Non Profit Organ-
izations and the American Marketing Associa-
tion. 

•

• localbriefs

•
pet of the week / cyrus

Many other great dogs and cats are available for adoption from Operation Kindness, located
at 3201 Earhart Drive, 1 street south of Keller Springs and 2 blocks west of Midway Road, in
Carrollton. The no-kill shelter is open 6 days a week: Monday, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.; closed Tues-
day; Wednesday, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.; Thursday, noon to 8 p.m.; Friday, noon to 5 p.m.; Saturday,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. The cost is $110 for cats, $135 for kittens,
$150 dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies. The adoption cost includes the spay/neuter
surgery, microchipping, vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs, leukemia and FIV test for
cats, and more. Those who adopt two pets at the same time receive a $20 discount. For
more information, call 972-418-PAWS, or visit www.operationkindness.org.

Cyrus and his friends were transferred to Operation Kindness from
a local shelter. They are incredibly friendly, adore attention and are
always ready to play. Cyrus is a 2-month-old Siamese mix.

sponsored by 
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2 of 3 Stonewall-backed candidates
win races in DISD board elections

TAMMYE NASH  |  Senior Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

Dave Guy-Gainer came in second in a three-
way race for the Place 3 seat on the Forest Hill City
Council last Saturday, propelling him into a runoff
with the top vote-getter, incumbent Gerald Jou-
bert.

Joubert won 43 percent of the 994 votes cast in
the race, while Guy-Gainer drew 34 percent. Rod-
ney Wright finished third with 23 percent of the
votes.

Guy-Gainer said earlier this week that a date
for the runoff had not yet been set, but that he ex-
pected it to be set for June 12. 

“That’s my birthday, too, by the way. That
[winning the runoff] would be a nice present,” the

candidate said.
Guy-Gainer explained that the city council has

to meet, after giving a 72-hour notice, to canvas
the votes, certify the need for a runoff and then set
the date. He said he hoped to see that meeting to
be held Thursday night, May 13, but had no con-
firmation of that date.

Guy-Gainer said he will take time to thank
those who supported him in the general election,
and will then “get to work again” campaigning
on what he sees as the most important issues in
the small town located southeast of downtown
Fort Worth.

Well known in the North Texas LGBT commu-
nity for his activism on repealing the military’s
anti-gay “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, Guy-Gainer
said his sexual orientation had not played a role
in his campaign for City Council.

And just as in the campaign leading up to the
general election, the openly gay candidate said he 

• texasnews

Guy-Gainer makes
runoff in Forest Hill

RUNOFF  |  Openly gay military veteran David Guy-Gainer faces incumbent Gerald Joubert in a runoff for
the Place 3 seat on the Forest Hill City Council. •

ELECTIONS, Next Page
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would focus on issues important to Forest Hill in
the runoff.

“There has been a lot of turmoil and in-fighting
over the last five years, and that doesn’t help the
city move forward,” Guy-Gainer said, noting that
Forest Hill has had three city managers and nu-
merous recall votes. “We need to get over all that
now and develop a focused plan that will allow
the city to move forward.”

He said a primary roadblock for the city has
been its lack of mass transportation since the citi-
zens voted down a proposal to join the Fort Worth
Transportation Authority, known as The T, several
years ago.

“We are sitting out here between Fort Worth
and Arlington and Dallas, where jobs are avail-
able. But our kids can’t get those jobs because they
don’t have cars and there isn’t any bus service
available to get them to where the jobs are,” Guy-
Gainer said. “The kids can’t get to the community
colleges to further their education. And it’s not
just the young people. I was talking to a woman
[at a senior living facility] and she told me she
would love to be able to get on a bus and ‘go any-
where, just to go. It would be such a treat to be
able to get out of here sometimes.’”

Guy-Gainer said the city also has to find new
sources of revenue, including grants.

“Our property values have dropped 8.8 per-
cent. We’ve got the highest tax rate of any city in
Tarrant County, and we still have the lousiest
streets. We’ve got to find money to fix the streets.
There are all kind of things we can do to turn our
economy around,” he said.

Dallas ISD School Board elections

Two of the three candidates endorsed by
Stonewall Democrats of Dallas in races for seats
on the Dallas Independent School District Board
of Trustees won their races in elections held last
weekend.

Incumbent Lew Blackburn won re-election
with 54 percent in District 5. He had earned
Stonewall’s endorsement over both of his oppo-
nents, Claudia Fowler and Daphene Edmond.

In the District 7 race, Stonewall had endorsed
Eric Cowan, who won the race with 62 percent of
the vote. Luis Trujillo, who had also sought
Stonewall’s backing, received 33 percent of the
vote, while the third candidate, Olegario Estrada,
received 4 percent. Estrada did not ask for the
Stonewall endorsement.

The District 7 incumbent, Jerome Garza, did not
run for re-election.

Incumbent Nancy Bingham received 55 per-
cent of the votes to win re-election in District 4,
defeating the Stonewall-backed candidate, Camile
White, who got 32 percent of the vote  and Jesse
Diaz, who earned 13 percent.

Stonewall President Erin Moore said both Bing-
ham and White had asked for the LGBT political
group’s backing in the District 4 race, and that
Stonewall members had voted to back White.

Still, Moore said, she believes Bingham could
be an ally for the LGBT community on the school
board.

“Nancy Bingham did seek our endorsement,
and she did tell us she is ready and willing to
work with our community,” Moore said. “It was
a close decision for us, and in the end we voted to
endorse Camile White. But I believe Nancy Bing-
ham is a good choice, and we intend to work with
her however we can.”

Moore said that having trustees on the school
board who have actively sought backing from the
LGBT community “opens the door and opens the
dialog again” between the community and DISD
officials. “That door has been closed for too long.
There have certainly been inroads made by other
[LGBT] organizations. But now those board mem-
bers know our community is watching them. And
it shows that we [Stonewall] are paying atten-
tion.”

Moore said that although DISD has had an
LGBT-inclusive non-discrimination policy in
place for several years, it hasn’t been adequately
enforced. She said her organization intends to
work with board members to remind them that
“the policy is already in place and that it needs to
be enforced and reinforced.”

She said Stonewall also will “talk to them
[school officials] about enforcing common
sense practices about kids who are caught in
a hostile learning environment. And if the
Texas Legislature doesn’t see fit to pass laws
to protect these kids, then we will be there to
press the school board to step up and protect
them.”

•

•
ELECTIONS, From Previous Page
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• texasnews
OCCASIONS

DINGMAN-ALLEN ANNIVERSARY  |  Chad Dingman and Brian Allen will celebrate their 10th
wedding anniversary on Thursday, May 20. The couple met in the Turtle Creek Chorale and had
their holy union while living in Austin. Dingman is a hairstylist at Anderson, Cox and Company at
Stanley Korshak, and Allen is an executive at the Stoneleigh Hotel & Spa. The couple hopes to be
considered legal by the state of Texas in the future.

GONZALEZ-ROARK WEDDING  |  R. Michael Gonzalez and Jeffrey T. Roark were married on
May 1 before an audience of their closest friends in a ceremony at the Fairmont Hotel, with the
beautiful Dallas skyline as the backdrop. Gonzalez and Roark met in December 2007 and soon
became best friends because of their mutual love for Transformers and DC Comics superheroes.
They have been inseparable since March 2008 when Roark asked Gonzalez “what would it be like
if we were dating” while they were watching “The People Under the Stairs.” They share similar
hobbies and both enjoy watching musicals and game nights with friends. They are honeymooning
in Las Vegas.
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Outgoing mayor of small town near
Cedar Creek Lake schedules vote to
change city’s government to ‘weak
mayor’ model before leaving office

DAVID WEBB  |  The Rare Reporter
davidwaynewebb@embarqmail.com

SEVEN POINTS — Mayor-elect John “Joe”
Dobbs barely had time to savor his victory in the
city’s election May 8 as the first gay mayor before
he realized he was facing yet another challenge.

He learned this week that outgoing Mayor Ger-
ald Taylor placed an item on the agenda for the
City Council meeting May 14 that will transfer the
administrative powers of the mayor’s office to an
“administrative board,” which would be the
council at large. In effect, the plan is to switch
Seven Points from a strong mayor form of gov-

ernment to that of a weak one.
“They’re definitely playing games with me,”

said Dobbs in an interview in the City Council
chamber this week. “I’m going to find out if there
is anything I can do about it.”

The first item on the May 14 agenda is to can-
vass the results of the May 8 election, which
shows Dobbs winning with 109 votes, compared
to his opponents, Bubba Powell with 75 votes and
Wanda Nichols with 31 votes.

The second agenda item is the proposal to es-
tablish the new form of government, and the third
is to swear in the new mayor and council mem-
bers.

Dobbs said supporters of the proposal to
change the form of government claim they want
to do it because he is inexperienced as a politician.
But in reality, he said, it is a continuation of a po-
litical vendetta against him because he is gay and
has stepped on some toes in his position as vol-
unteer fire chief.

During the campaign, his opponents and their
supporters informed voters that he was gay and
urged them not to support him for that reason,
said Dobbs, who works as a juvenile probation of-

ficer in Rockwall County.
“They tried to make an issue out of it, and it

backfired on them,” said Dobbs, who noted that 

Seven Points elects openly gay
mayor, but Dobbs says political
foes ‘playing games’ with him

SUPPORTING THE CANDIDATE  |  Lahoma Sue Powell said she would have moved away from Seven
Points, where she has lived for 69 years, if John “Joe” Dobbs, left, had not won the mayoral election last
weekend. Michael Tayem, Dobbs’ partner of four years, said he witnessed illegal electioneering by another
candidate during the race. (David Webb)

•
MAYOR, Page 13
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Trans teen in small East Texas
town has few options in her efforts
to convince school officials
to let her dress as a girl

JOHN WRIGHT  |  Online Editor
wright@dallasvoice.com

WHITEHOUSE, Smith County —  Sixteen-
year-old Alexis Lusk says she’s been cross-dress-
ing more subtly for about three years. 

But one day a few weeks ago Alexis, a trans-
gender female, took it a step further — donning a
bra, a women’s blouse and ballet flats to accom-
pany her flare jeans. 

Alexis was called into the assistant principal’s
office and told she was creating a disruption, even
though there had been no incident. Not wanting
to jeopardize her academic future, she agreed to
remove the objectionable clothing and has been
dressing like a boy ever since. 

“All I really want to do is be myself,” said
Alexis, a junior at Whitehouse High School in East
Texas. “I understand that in today’s world that’s
complicated, but there’s a point where it’s not that
complicated.” 

LGBT legal experts say federal courts have gen-
erally upheld trans students’ right to cross-dress
at school, citing both first amendment protections
for free expression and Title IX, which prohibits
sex discrimination. However, it’s difficult for trans
students like Alexis to assert their rights in places
like Texas unless parents are supportive. 

Alexis indicated that her parents are only
mildly accepting and would be unlikely to hire an
attorney for her. 

“If I’m not contacted by one of the parents, I’m
not getting into it because I cannot risk a lawsuit
over interfering with parental rights,” said Phyllis
Frye, a well-known transgender attorney from
Houston.  

A few years ago, Frye successfully fought the

Fort Worth School District to allow a high school
student to cross-dress. But Frye noted that the
FWSD student had a supportive mother and was
in a more progressive district. 

Frye said another option would be for Alexis to
seek emancipation from her parents. 

“If she does that, that means she’s going to be
out on the street,” Frye said. “The other thing she
can do is gut it out for another year. I’m not saying
that’s a fun thing to do, but she’s only 16, and
being on the street is a good way to die. … It’ s a
really shitty situation.” 

Alexis agreed that emancipation isn’t viable.
For one thing, she suffers from juvenile diabetes
and relies on her parents for health care. 

Ken Upton, a Dallas-based senior staff attorney
for the LGBT civil rights group Lambda Legal,
said it’s hardly unusual for school administrators
to react to cross-dressing by punishing the trans
student.  

“The schools just don’t get this,” Upton said.
“Instead of punishing the people who are disrupt-
ing, you punish the person who’s trying to exer-
cise their rights. … We are seeing this more and
more as students are starting to deal with this ear-
lier and earlier and are less willing to take a lot of
grief from administrators who are still in the last
century.” 

Administrators at Alexis’ school didn’t return
phone calls seeking comment. 

Alexis said the assistant principal threatened to
write her up if she’s caught cross-dressing again.
She noted that the topic isn’t mentioned in the
dress code, but she said she believes her assistant
principal is relying on a provision that states, “De-
cisions on the appropriateness of school dress rest
with the campus administration.” 

Upton encouraged Alexis to call Lambda
Legal’s help line, but he noted the group would
want to speak with one of her parents. He also
warned that she could risk backlash from her par-
ents, school administrators and the Whitehouse
community. 

“The law is really supportive, but the problem

is that’s only part of the equation,” he said. “You
have to take into account the practical effect of
raising a stink with the school.” 

Alexis said she isn’t worried about backlash —
which is why she contacted Dallas Voice. 

She said most people already know she’s trans,
and her friends are supportive. In fact, this week
several of them were tentatively planning to cross-
dress at school in protest. 

Alexis lamented that she won’t be able to wear
a dress to her prom this weekend, because it’s a
school function. She wants to become a pharma-

cist and a computer programmer, and she doesn’t
want to risk getting in more trouble.  

At the same time, she isn’t sure how long she’ll
be able to toe the line. When she’s tried to give up
cross-dressing completely in the past, it led to
thoughts of suicide. 

Alexis was debating whether to ask her mother
about hiring an attorney. She said she hopes this
article will draw attention to the issue and prompt
school officials to reconsider their decision. 

•

In addition to Lambda Legal, Dallas Voice provided
Alexis with contact information for Youth First Texas. 

A

b

• texasnews

‘All I really want to do is be myself’

SUBTLE CHANGES  |  Alexis Lusk, who didn’t want her face shown, said this photo is a good example of
how she has been subtly cross-dressing for the last three years.
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Activists staging events at gas
stations on May 14 and May 21,
and outside ExxonMobil
shareholders meeting May 26 

JOHN WRIGHT  |  Online Editor
wright@dallasvoice.com

Local activists from GetEQUAL — the national
LGBT direct action group whose members have
been arrested recently in Washington and San
Francisco — plan protests outside three Exxon-
Mobil stations in Dallas on Friday, May 14.

The protests are designed to draw attention to
Irving-based ExxonMobil’s anti-gay employment
practices as well as the need for passage of the
federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act, ac-
cording to GetEQUAL’s Mark Reed.

“When the world’s largest publicly traded in-
ternational oil and gas company with nearly
30,000 employees in the United States refuses to
protect the LGBT community against workplace
discrimination, it underscores the need for Con-
gress to pass ENDA now,” Reed said.

“Every day that Congress does not act on
ENDA is another day when lesbian, gay, bisexual

and transgender employees can be fired from
ExxonMobil for simply being who they are.”

The rallies will begin at 4 p.m. outside ExxonMo-
bil stations at 3716 Maple Ave., 4239 Lemmon Ave.
and 2503 Lemmon Ave. in Dallas, and GetEQUAL
is hoping to have at least 25 people at each location. 

GetEQUAL is also calling for protests at Exxon-
Mobil stations around the country on May 21.

And on May 26, protesters will gather outside
the Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas, where
ExxonMobil shareholders will hold their annual
meeting and again vote on a proposal to add sex-
ual orientation and gender identity to the com-
pany’s employment nondiscrimination policy.

The proposal, which has been introduced every
year since 2000, was defeated last year by a mar-
gin of about 60 percent to 40 percent in a vote of
shareholders.

After Exxon and Mobil merged in 1999, Exxon-
Mobil rescinded Mobil’s LGBT employment pro-
tections and domestic partner benefits.
ExxonMobil is one of the few companies that score
a zero on the Human Rights Campaign’s Corpo-
rate Equality Index, which ranks businesses based
on their LGBT-related employment practices.

Reed, Chastity Kirven and Michael Robinson
are organizing the May 14 rallies. 

•

MAYOR
From Page 11

his opponent Powell is a business partner of out-
going Mayor Taylor. “Most of the citizens I talked
to said they didn’t care what my sexual preference
was or what I did in the bedroom. They said they
just wanted the city straightened out.”

Dobbs said Seven Points citizens are desperate
to see someone take control of city business and
run it efficiently because of the controversy that
has plagued City Hall for months. Last fall, the FBI
and the Henderson County District Attorney
launched investigations and issued warrants for
all of the city’s computer records.

Two indictments followed the issuance of the
warrants. City Judge Monica Corker, who re-
signed, and outgoing Mayor Taylor, who is also a
member of the volunteer fire department, are now
free on bond facing felony corruption charges.

Dobbs said that in his capacity as fire chief he
demoted Taylor from the position of assistant chief
to a regular firefighter because of ethical concerns
about him. In a subsequent council meeting, Tay-
lor responded by calling him a “fucking queer
bitch,” he said.

The new mayor said he is contemplating
whether to pursue any action against Taylor under
federal hate crime laws for the alleged public ha-
rassment.

The joint investigation of Seven Points by the
FBI and the District Attorney continues, and the

District Attorney sent two investigators to City
Hall on election day because of complaints about
irregularities involving Dobbs’ opponent Nichols.
Nichols allegedly was visiting City Secretary Deb-
bie Mosley’s office and told a couple who entered
the office she was running for mayor.

Michael Tayem, Dobbs’ partner of four years,
said he witnessed the electioneering by Nichols
while he was serving as a poll watcher for Dobbs.

“I’m his bull dog,” said Tayem, who helped
Dobbs with his campaign. The couple own a
home together on 30 acres in Seven Points.

Dobbs said he believes that he has proven as
volunteer fire chief that he has the organization
abilities to run Seven Points efficiently, and that he
is confident the majority of the citizens support
him. Most of the firefighters support him whole-
heartedly, he said.

“It was a tough fight, but the public spoke,”
Dobbs said. “And they showed sexual orientation
doesn’t have a damn bit to do with it.”

Dobbs said he ran a clean campaign and re-
fused to engage in any negative conversations
about his opponents.

Lahoma Sue Powell, a lifelong resident of Seven
Points, said she supported Dobbs in his campaign
and will continue to do so.

“It’s going to come out all the better,” Powell
said. “If he hadn’t made mayor I would probably
have moved out of Seven Points, and I’ve been
here 69 years. This is a man for mayor. He just
happens to be gay.”

•

GetEQUAL activists planning
protests against ExxonMobil
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LSR
From Page 4

the route, in Haslett. It will also include the cen-
tury — or 100-mile option — for the more experi-
enced participants who want a longer ride.

The return loop has been redirected slightly, the
co-chairs continued, bringing riders back through
the Trinity River Bottoms and including a pit stop
at AIDS Outreach Center, one of the three organ-
izations benefiting from Lone Star Ride. The other
two beneficiary organizations are Resource Cen-
ter Dallas and AIDS Services Dallas.

“This is a great opportunity for the new riders
we are hoping to draw in to see the services our
beneficiaries provide. Being able to stop there is a
great perk,” Tripp said.

While the shorter route option gives less expe-
rienced riders a chance to participate in Lone Star
Ride, the co-chairs said they have other new ac-
tivities planned that they hope will drawn in a
new array of cyclists who wouldn’t have partici-
pated in what may have been seen strictly as an
LGBT event or an HIV/AIDS event in previous
years.

“HIV and AIDS have grown out of our [LGBT]
community over the past few years,” Kerr said.
“It affects families — all kinds of families. Those
people need to be educated and aware and in-
volved, and we are hoping to draw them into
Lone Star Ride this year.”

Tripp added, “The LGBT community has done

a fantastic job for, well, however many years
we’ve been fighting AIDS now. But now people
with HIV and AIDS are living longer, and one of
the most important services now is outreach and
education and fighting the stigma of AIDS.

“We want to start bringing in people who are
interested in cycling instead of fundraising so we
can start getting that message out to them. And
we want to bring in people who are just interested
in doing something good for the community in-
stead of cycling, getting them involved as crew
and getting them to participate in events at the
conference center during ride weekend.”

Toward that goal, Lone Star is partnering this
year with the outdoor clothing and gear retailer
REI to hold a “Bike Rodeo” for children, ages 6-
11, on the second day of the ride.

A tentative schedule for the rodeo includes a
lunch for parents and children, a kid’s bike safety
inspection, a safety lecture and a bike rodeo com-
petition. Children participating in the bike rodeo
will be able to participate in the LSR Ride-In at 5
p.m. The $20 registration fee will also include a
bike helmet for participating children.

LSR officials will set up a separate LSR website
for the rodeo where parents can register their chil-
dren for the event.

Lone Star Ride has also expanded its Lone Star
Locker program this year not just to provide
loaner bikes for riders who want to participate but
don’t have their own bike, but also to purchase
bikes at the holidays for children in families af-

fected by HIV/AIDS, called the Lone Star Little
Locker.

Proceeds from the bike rodeo will help pur-
chase bicycles to be distributed during the holi-
days as part of the Lone Star Little Locker
program

To help pay for the expansion of the program,
organizers held the Passion 4 Fashion event in
April at Station 4, raising more than $7,000 to help
fund Lone Star Locker and Lone Start Little
Locker.

“By the end of March, all 12 of the bikes we had
in the locker had been loaned out to people who
had already registered and were ready to start
training,” Kerr said, explaining the immediate
need for funds in the program. “We used to get
used bikes for the program, but they usually
needed a lot of work and weren’t necessarily safe
to ride when they first came in. But now we have
found a supplier through whom we can get brand
new bikes for a really inexpensive price.

“So now, when somebody gets a bike through
the locker, they get a brand new bike to ride. And
if they raise $2,000, they get to keep the bike,” she
said.

The 2009 Lone Star Ride was also the first with
a designated Positive Pedalers team, Kerr said,
and this year the team will be back, branching out
to include riders who are not themselves HIV-
positive.

“Last year there were 10 registered riders on the
Positive Pedalers team, and we hope to grow that

to 20 this year. That’s a lofty goal, I know, but I
think we can do it,” said Tripp, who is himself a
Positive Pedalers team member. “We really
wanted to open the team up to include not just
those who are positive, but those who support us 

• texasnews

•
LSR, Page 15

FINISH LINE  |  Lone Star Ride organizers hope to
have at least 175 riders participating this year.
(Tammye Nash/Dallas Voice)
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associate executive director for health and med-
ical services; and Shannon McKay, development
director.

McKay’s new direction

McKay said this week he first learned about the
position with the Peace Corps around Christmas
through his friend and former coworker, Rosie
Mauk. Mauk, who now works with the Peace
Corps, had worked with McKay at AmeriCorps,
an organization McKay described as “the domes-
tic Peace Corps.”

“Rosie and I are good friends, and we talked at
Christmas about the opportunity with the Peace
Corps. Then when the job announcement came
my way a month or so later, I looked at it and de-
cided to apply. It was just last Thursday [May 6]
that we finalized everything,” McKay said.

“I had to think about it very, very carefully. I
wasn’t looking for a job,” McKay continued. “I al-
ready had the best nonprofit job in Dallas, so if I
was going to leave the best job in Dallas, it had to
be for something pretty spectacular. The Peace
Corps and this new job are pretty spectacular.”

McKay explained that the Peace Corps already
has nearly 7,000 volunteers working in 71 coun-
tries. But President Barack Obama’s administra-
tion has called for an increase of about 50 percent

in that number.
“So we will be ramping up our recruiting and

selection efforts. My job will be to handle the staff
that does that,” he said.

McKay said he will be overseeing a staff oper-
ating out of office in six cities and the District of
Columbia.

“This is just one of those unique opportunities
that I really wanted to take,” he said. “The Peace
Corps offers me the opportunity to [continue in
community service], working from D.C. to have
an impact on an international scale.”

Working with the Peace Corps fits well with
what McKay described as a lifelong commitment
to community service.

His tenure at RCD

“Community service is one of my biggest pas-
sions. In fact, I have made a career with and from
community service of some sort throughout my
30-plus years working,” he said. “I believe each
of us has an obligation to give back to our com-
munity in some form or fashion. I definitely be-
lieve we have that opportunity every day here at
Resource Center Dallas.”

McKay succeeded Paul Scott as executive di-
rector of RCD four years ago. He said he believes
that in that time the organization has “made some
tremendous strides in helping advance the cause
for equality and fairness and compassion and
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LSR
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as positive riders, too. The whole point of the team
is to educate people about the kinds of issues that
positive people struggle with, about our everyday
lives, and having them riding with us on our team
is a great way to do that.”

Tripp said that the Positive Pedalers team cap-
tain this year is Michael Mack, and Kerr noted that
the team has special jerseys and shirts and other
equipment to identify those team members who
are HIV-positive and those who are supporters.

The whole idea of the innovations instituted for
the 10th annual ride is to attract more riders and
more crew members and more supporters. A total
126 riders registered in 2009, with more than 200

registered crew members volunteering. This year,
Kerr said, organizers are shooting for at least 175
riders and about 350 crew volunteers. She also
said that while only 14 teams had registered in all
in 2009, 13 teams have already registered this year.

And that’s before the 2010 event officially kicks
off. That happens on Sunday, May 16, with the
kick-off party at Salum restaurant, 4152 Cole Ave.,
Ste. 103, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. The party will in-
clude hors’ d’ouevres and a cash bar featuring
“Lone Star Ride-inspired” drinks, and a presenta-
tion on the ride beginning about 2:45 p.m.

Also on Sunday, participants will be able to take
advantage of a “two-for-one” registration special.
The cost to register as a crewmember is $50. Riders
pay a $75 registration fee and commit to raising at
least $500 in donations.

•

DART
From Page 4

their employment nondiscrimination policies, as
does the Capital Metro transit agency in Austin,
Gamez told the committee. According to the
Human Rights Campaign, 72 percent of the 590
private companies rated by the gay-rights group
this year include gender identity or gender expres-
sion in their nondiscrimination policies.

Gamez said DART’s position is that adding
gender identity to the nondiscrimination policy
will also cover gender expression, which is listed
separately by some employers.

LGBT activists called on DART to add trans
protections in the wake of Dallas Voice articles
about the agency’s decision last year to challenge
the bus driver’s gender marker-change in family
court. A judge overturned the gender marker
change before DART could intervene in the case. 

The employee, whose name is being withheld
to protect her anonymity, also alleges that DART
supervisors have at various times told her she
couldn’t wear a dress, couldn’t have long hair and
couldn’t use women’s restrooms.  The employee,
who’s been with DART and its predecessor for 25
years, began transitioning in 2003 and had sex re-
assignment surgery about three years ago. 

•
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ENDA
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and the House Committee on Education and
Labor held a hearing on it last September. But a
long-sought hate crimes bill got the nod last year;
Democratic leadership attached it to the annual
bill authorize spending by the Department of De-
fense. And an enormously contentious and time-
consuming debate over health care reform kept
most everything else off the table until March of

this year.
After the health reform legislation passed and

was signed into law in late March, Frank said the
way was now cleared for the House to take up
ENDA. He predicted then that a vote would likely
come as soon as Congress returned from a spring
recess –in early April. It is now mid-May. On May
10, Roll Call newspaper, specializing in coverage
of Congressional legislation, reported that “senior
Democratic aides and lawmakers” believe ENDA
could be on the House floor this month.

One such aide told this reporter that Demo-
cratic leaders would likely be discussing timing
next week and there should be “more clarity” on
timing “by the end of this month.”

Meanwhile, the remaining days in which the
House can vote on anything are ticking away —
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer’s legislative
calendar shows a total of 48 full days for voting
and 14 part days before adjournment and mid-
term elections.

Roll Call ran two articles in late April suggest-
ing support for ENDA has been suffering because
some supporters of the legislation in 2007 are sud-
denly getting cold feet over the inclusion of gen-
der identity protection in the bill this year. But
Frank told Roll Call this week the provision will
stay in the bill and that he’s still optimistic for pas-
sage.

Some LGBT activists expressed upset over
Frank’s comments to Roll Call that the bill, in ad-
dressing the gender identity issue, does give em-
ployers the right to expect that employees have a
“consistent gender presentation” before they can
sue claiming gender identity discrimination.

“They can’t sit there with a full beard and a
dress,” Frank told Roll Call. But NCTE said
Frank’s comment was simply reiterating the cur-
rent state of the law.

“Barney was not really saying anything new,”
said NCTE legal counsel Harper Jean Tobin. “It
was troubling to a lot of transpeople, but people
forget that ENDA puts rules on employers, not

employees. And most employers don’t have gen-
der-based dress codes.”

So, if the votes are there and a vote has been
promised, why hasn’t a vote happened yet?

People on the Hill who are close to the action
offer several explanations, though none would do
so with their name attached. One said Democratic
leaders worry about a repeat of last week’s deba-
cle on a bill to encourage homeowners to adopt
energy-saving measures.

The bill passed the House 246 to 161 but not be-
fore Republicans attached provisions that could
prevent it from being successful. One amendment
requires that it cannot go into effect unless sup-
porters can prove that it will not add to the deficit.
Another amendment requires that contractors
participating in the program ensure that they do
not have any sexual predators among their em-
ployees.

Conservative Republicans are almost certain to
try similar amendments on ENDA, as well as an
effort to recommit the bill to committee, as a way
of thwarting it.

But Keisling said these types of efforts are sim-
ply part of the game in Congress and that she’s
“extremely confident” the support is there to pass
ENDA.

“It’s just a question of getting prioritization” from
Democratic leaders, said Keisling. “I know they’re
busy — I get it. But apparently we’re not being pri-
oritized. …The clock is running out.”

•
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justice that is our mission.”
McKay points to the institution of a transgender

health night and “more effective outreach into mi-
nority communities” on HIV/AIDS issues on the
health services side of the organization, and to “en-
hanced and expanded programs that reach beyond
North Texas” on the LGBT programming side as
signs of the center’s progress during his tenure.

One of those programs, he said, was the LGBT
sensitivity training the center conducts for em-
ployees of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion statewide.

TABC contracted with the center to conduct the
training following the raid on the Rainbow
Lounge in Fort Worth.

McKay said he can’t pick out any one program

or accomplishment to say he is most proud of dur-
ing his time at RCD. “But to combine two or three
things into one, I am proudest that this agency is
even stronger and in an even higher profile place
as an organization for equality, justice and compas-
sion. We’ve raised that awareness. We’ve raised our
programs. We’ve raised our profile as a leader.”

McKay said that although he will be moving to
Washington, D.C., for his new job, he is definitely
not cutting his ties to North Texas.

“Dallas is home. I moved here in 1979, and I will
always come back here,” he said. “I am keeping
my condo here. I don’t know how long this new
gig will last, and I fully expect to move back here
some day.

“Beyond the friendships and beyond my job at
RCD, I will really miss the people of North Texas.
And I’ll miss the Tex-Mex food,” he said. “But at
the same time, I know that’s what they make air-
planes for!”

•
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Summer’s here, and you’ve got to love the skin you’re in
SUN WORSHIPPERS  |  Everyone loves to have a good tan, including these folks soaking up the rays at a First Splash celebration at Lake Travis in Austin. But too much exposure to the sun can exact a heavy price in
the long run. (Dallas Voice archives)

Moisturize from the outside with
lotions as well as the inside through
diet to keep that youthful glow

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Summer skincare tips from William Moore,
clinical director of Advanced Skin Fitness on Oak
Lawn Avenue, are practical and simple:

Moisturize your skin from the inside as well as
the outside and protect it from the damaging ef-
fects of the sun. 

Moore recommends drinking plenty of water,

especially during hot summer days, but he offers
a few alternatives as well.

“I recommend decaffeinated green tea,” he said.
Caffeine is a diuretic so it doesn’t help hydrate

the skin. Avoid coffee and most sodas as well, he
advises.

Juice is good, he said, but not in massive quan-
tities because of high sugar content. Sports drinks
help balance electrolytes but won’t do much for
the skin. 

Green tea also has antioxidants, substances that
fight viruses, slow aging and help prevent cell
damage while also helping to lower blood sugar
and high blood pressure.

Protect yourself and look for ABCD
warning signs of melanoma —
asymmetry, border, color, diameter 

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Four Dallas-area hospitals will offer free skin
cancer screenings on Saturday, May 22, with der-
matologists available to check moles and other
spots for signs of cancer and determine if further
analysis is necessary.

“Skin cancer is on the rise,” said Suzanne Hall-
Lewis with HSC Marketing, the company helping

organize the event.
Overexposure to the sun poses the greatest risk

of contracting skin cancer. Tanning beds are also a
danger.

When use of tanning beds begins before the age
of 30, the chance of contracting melanoma in-
creases by 75 percent.

The International Agency for Research on Can-
cer upgraded tanning beds to its highest cancer
risk category — “carcinogenic to humans” from
“probably carcinogenic to humans.” That puts
them in the same category as tobacco.

The National Cancer Institute said to look for
the A-B-C-D warning signs of melanoma.

•
SKIN CARE, Page 18

•
SKIN CANCER, Page 18
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SKIN CARE
From Page 17

“We get free radicals in our skin from the sun,
cigarette smoke and toxins we come in contact
with,” Moore said. “They destroy collagen, dilate
capillaries and cause hyperpigmentation or
sunspots. As free radicals build up, they cause the
skin to age.”

Antioxidants help eliminate these free radicals. 
Vitamins C and E and beta-carotene are the

most common substances that protect skin cells
from the damaging effects of the sun. 

Vitamin E, the principal fat-soluble antioxidant,
protects cell membranes. Water-soluble vitamin C
helps maintain healthy collagen. 

The body converts beta-carotene into vitamin
A, which supports the immune system.

Moore recommends not just relying on diet to
get those antioxidants to the skin surface. 

Use a topical antioxidant especially on the face
and neck, two of the body’s most exposed and
vulnerable places for sun damage, he said. 

The protein collagen is sometimes referred to
as the glue that holds the body together. 

Protecting the skin helps keep the layer of col-
lagen under the skin healthy. When enough col-
lagen disappears, sagging skin can suddenly
appear.

Moore said loss of collagen in the face can be
seen particularly around the eyes, mouth and jaw
line as we age. At age 35, the body stops produc-

ing the substance naturally and existing collagen
begins to break down slowly. He likened this to
termite damage that suddenly becomes apparent
after eating away at the interior of the structure
over a long period of time. 

The greatest damage to the skin is caused by
too much exposure to the sun’s harmful rays.
Sunburns are the major cause of dry, wrinkled or
leathery skin, as well as the most common forms
of skin cancer. 

To block the harmful effects of the sun, use a
sunscreen with at least an SPF 15 rating or higher.
Apply enough and apply often. 

Since water reflects sunlight, be especially care-
ful to use enough sunscreen around pools or at
the beach and reapply generously after swim-
ming. 

After swimming, Moore suggests showering.
Chlorine from a pool can dry the skin. Following
the shower, he recommends applying lotion with
antioxidants and pigment regulators.

He said diet is important as well. Stay away
from fatty and oily foods. Those same foods that
choke the heart and blood vessels clog the skin as
well.

Of course all of these tips to promote healthier
skin this summer does nothing for Moore’s busi-
ness. But he said that sunscreen, lotions and diet
aren’t always enough.

Photo facial treatments help repair sun-dam-
aged capillaries. Accent XL skin tightening helps
turn on the mechanism that allows the body to

produce collagen. And laser resurfacing can help
make the skin smoother and softer after years of
sun exposure.

Following his routine skin-care tips makes any
of these procedures less necessary.

•

• healthnews

William Moore

SKIN CANCER
From Page 17

A is asymmetry of a spot or mole. B is the
border of the spot, which is often ragged. C
refers to the color, often uneven. Shades of
black, brown, tan with areas of white, grey,
red, pink or blue may be seen. D is the diam-
eter. The spot should be checked when there
is an increase in size. Melanomas are usually
larger than one-quarter inch.

Sometimes all of these symptoms appear. 

•Get Screened
The four area hospitals listed here will be

offering free skin cancer screenings on Satur-
day, May 22.

• Baylor University Medical Center, 3500
Gaston Ave., 2nd Floor, AM Admit, Hoblitzelle
Bldg., Dallas 75246. 

• Medical City Dallas Hospital, 7777 Forest
Lane, Building A, Day Surgery, 2nd Floor,
North Tower, Dallas 75230.

• Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital
Hurst-Euless-Bedford, 1600 Hospital Park-
way, Edwards Cancer Center, Ground Floor,
Bedford 76022.

• The Medical Center of Plano, 3901 W.
15th St., Plano 75075. Use north emergency
entrance.

•
Continued Next Page
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On some people just one or two of the
ABCD warning signs develop. 

“Melanoma is the most important skin
cancer to catch early,” said Dr. Nick Bellos.

Squamous and basal cell carcinomas are
two other common types of skin cancer. 

The flat cells that form the surface of the
skin are the squamous cells.

Basal cells are the small round cells found
in the base of the epidermis. Basal cell carci-
noma is the most common form of cancer
with more than 1 million cases diagnosed
every year.

Bellos said microscopic Mohs surgery is
the most commonly used method of remov-
ing the carcinoma. 

“They shave a layer of cells and look under
a microscope,” he said. The procedure is re-
peated until no more cancerous cells are
found.

The cure rate using this procedure is about
98 percent for the first appearance of basal
cell cancer.

“Any moles that change — it’s good to get
them checked,” Bellos said.

At last year’s screening at Presbyterian
Hospital, of 138 people who were screened,
48 people were referred for follow-up.

The four hospitals offering the free screen-
ings from 8 a.m. to noon this year are Baylor,
Medical City, Harris Methodist HEB and
Medical Center of Plano. No appointments
are necessary, but Hall-Lewis said more than
1,100 people participated last year. She ad-
vised arriving early.

•

•
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Know your SPF
Sun Protection Factor, or SPF, refers to

the amount of time skin is protected from
ultraviolet B radiation, not the amount of
protection. The higher the number, the
longer the skin is protected.

An SPF of 15 filters 93 percent of the
UVB rays that affect the outer layer of skin. 

If it takes 20 minutes to burn without
protection, SPF 15 provides 5 hours of pro-
tection.

In addition to sunburn, UVB rays are the
main cause of basal and squamous cell
carcinomas and a cause of melanoma, the
most dangerous type of skin cancer.

UVA rays (longer wave solar rays) cause
wrinkled and leathery skin.

The Skin Cancer Foundation recom-
mends sunscreen with at least SPF 15. Sun
blocks with SPFs higher than 30 only block
4 percent more UVB radiation.

William Moore said to look for sun-
screens with the minerals zinc oxide and ti-
tanium dioxide, which soothe the skin and
reflect the light. Others lotions are made
with ingredients that absorb and disperse
the light. 

Moore warned to make sure you apply
enough on sunscreen to make a difference.

“If you’re using a dime-sized amount on
your face, you’re getting SPF 2 not 15,” he
said.

Since the amount needed to truly pro-
vide a protection factor of 15 is unrealistic,
reapply often.

— David Taffet
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Too much exposure to the sun is
harmful, but so is missing out on
the necessary Vitamin D

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Wear a hat. Use plenty of sunscreen with at
least an SPF 15 to protect your skin from the
harmful effects of the sun. Prevent skin cancer and
slow the aging process.

Do a good enough job of protecting yourself
from the sun and you may end up with a Vitamin
D deficiency. That’s because we naturally produce
the nutrient when sunlight hits the skin.

Low levels of vitamin D, the “sunshine vita-
min,” may be the unintended consequence of
doing too good of a job of protecting yourself
from the sun.

Vitamin D is present in very few foods but is
usually added as a supplement to milk. A defi-
ciency of the nutrient is associated with lactose in-
tolerance and dairy allergies but was first added

to milk in the 1930s to prevent rickets in children. 
Most adults do not consume enough milk to

get sufficient amounts of the vitamin. Other dairy
products such as ice cream are generally not made
with fortified milk. Fish is a good source of the
substance.

Low levels of vitamin D have been linked to
chronic pain, fatigue and depression. Sufficient
amounts of the vitamin must be present for the
body to absorb calcium, which prevents osteo-
porosis and other skeletal and muscular disorders.

Sunscreens with the recommended SPF 15
block the radiation needed to produce the vita-
min. Cloud cover, smog and location on the globe
affect vitamin D production. Dallas is far enough
south to allow for enough exposure to UVB radi-
ation throughout the year. 

And while too much exposure to the sun can
cause melanoma and other skin cancers, vitamin
D helps prevent colon, prostate and breast can-
cers.

Recent studies indicate most people need 1,000
to 2,000 units of vitamin D daily, five times the
current government guidelines.

•

Don’t deny your daily dose of D

Larry Bryant with Campaign to End
AIDS is keynote speaker for event
co-sponsored by The Group

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

Dallas will participate in the 27th annual Inter-
national AIDS Candlelight Memorial on May 16
in conjunction with 1,200 cities in 115 countries. 

The event remembers 25 million people who
have died of AIDS and supports 33 million people
living with HIV/AIDS around the world.

For the second year in a row, the local obser-
vance will take place at Cornerstone Baptist
Church at 1819 MLK Jr. Blvd. at 6 p.m. Dallas has
participated in the event for 10 years.

Auntjuan Wiley is the local director of the event
sponsored by The Group, a support and empow-
erment group for African-American men, in coor-
dination with the church.

He said they chose to partner with the church
because it is located in the zip code with the high-
est morbidity rate for AIDS in Dallas.

Wiley will be the moderator for the event.
Among other things, he is a national trainer for
AIDS Alliance for Children, Youth and Families
and a consultant for the National Minority AIDS

Council.
The keynote speaker is Larry Bryant, director of

national organizing for Housing Works and a
member of the Campaign to End AIDS. 

Housing Works provides services including
housing, meals, medical care, drug treatment, so-
cial support and employment opportunities for
homeless and low-income New Yorkers living
with HIV/AIDS.

With the Campaign to End AIDS, he works to
prioritize the issues of marginalized and under-
served communities.

Bryant is heterosexual and was diagnosed HIV
positive in 1986.

“Unlike World AIDS Day or National HIV Test-
ing Day, this will be simply a memorial,” Wiley
said. No testing will be done at the event.

At the end of the service participants may light
a candle in memory of someone who has died of
AIDS or in honor of someone living with HIV.

•

• healthnews

Dallas participating in 27th annual
International AIDS Candlelight
Memorial on Sunday at Cornerstone
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BRIAN WITTE  |  Associated Press Writer

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — The head of the U.S.
Naval Academy said Wednesday, May 12, the
school would adapt if the military repeals its ban
on gays serving openly, because the academy has
adjusted to big changes before and basic respect
among students is crucial to success.

“There was a time minorities weren’t allowed
here,” Vice Adm. Jeffrey Fowler told reporters.
“There was a time women weren’t allowed here.
There’s been many changes over the years, and
we follow the law.”

The superintendent pointed out that students
already come from all over the nation from a great
variety of backgrounds.

When he came to the academy in 1974 from
Bismarck, N.D., he noted he lived with two stu-
dents, one from inner-city Pittsburgh and one
from Baltimore.

“We needed to get along, and we were certainly
different people, so a lot of it was just basic respect
and that’s really what we teach across our mid-
shipmen,” Fowler said.

Fowler also noted that the rigors of academy
life require students to trust and help each other.

“You cannot get through here without your
classmates and that will continue forever,” Fowler
said.

All of the academy’s 4,400 midshipmen live in
one dormitory, and women started attending the
academy in 1976.

President Barack Obama has said the 1993
“don’t ask, don’t tell” law unfairly punishes pa-
triotic Americans, and he has asked Congress to
repeal it.

Earlier this month, senior Pentagon leaders
warned Congress not to change the ban until they
can come up with a plan for dealing with poten-
tial opposition in the ranks.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates supports lifting

the ban, but he wants to survey the troops first to
get a better idea of how it should be done.

Gates has ordered a study by Dec. 1 that will
examine whether housing arrangements would
have to be altered.

Fowler spoke to reporters during a regular
briefing he holds near the end of the school year.
He talked about a variety of changes that have
happened during his tenure, which began in July
2007.

The academy has made big gains in diversity
initiatives since his arrival. Minority applications
for the class of 2014 were the most in the school’s
history, with 5,379.

•

• nationalnews
Fowler says Naval Academy
would adjust to DADT repeal

Vice Adm. Jeffrey Fowler
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Surrogacy offers some obstacles,
especially for gay couples from
Texas, but rewards can be huge

DAVID TAFFET  |  Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

John Weltman founded Circle Surrogacy after
he and his partner became one of the first gay cou-
ples to have a child with an egg-donor surrogate.

After 14 years and almost 400 babies, Circle
Surrogacy is now the oldest gay-owned and gay-
focused surrogate-parenting agency.

Gay couples are the target market of Weltman’s
agency, but they have helped single men, straight
couples and even lesbian couples have babies.

He explained that sometimes an older lesbian
couple decides to have a child or neither of the
partners can conceive.

On Saturday, May 15, the agency will present a
seminar at the Four Seasons in Irving on the legal,
emotional and economic obstacles of having a
child through surrogacy.

“For people to have a child with a non-intimate
partner is a challenging event,” Weltman said.

Ron Poule-Dayan is a consultant who works
with Circle Surrogacy. The agency helped him
and his partner have 9-year-old twins.

He said a number of advances over the past
few years have helped control the costs.

“The egg bank will cut about $20,000 from the
cost,” Poule-Dayan said. That was technologically
not possible until recently. Before you could only
freeze the sperm or embryo.”

Weltman said that although there are plenty of
surrogates available in Texas and the arrangement
works fine in this state for heterosexual couples,
he looks for someone in another state to match
with gay Texans.

“We would find a surrogate in a state where we
can get a second-parent adoption,” he said.

While many of Circle’s surrogates actually 

Agency helps same-sex couples create families
• texasnews

AND BABIES MAKE FOUR  |  Cliff Weltman, back left, and his partner John, back right, were the first gay couple to have a child with an egg-donor surrogate.
Now their family has grown to four with sons, Zachary and Kyle, front left to right. (Photo courtesy Ron Poule-Dayan) •

SURROGACY, Page 26
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SURROGACY
From Page 25

come from Texas, they end up carrying babies for
single men or for gay couples from abroad.

Weltman mentions Massachusetts and Califor-
nia as good states for residency of surrogates to
match with Texas couples. Those states will put
both same-sex parents on a birth certificate and,
unlike same-sex marriages, circuit courts around
the country have ruled that other states must rec-
ognize it, he said.

If the birth mother is from another state and the
child is born in that state, Texas cannot interfere
in the issuance of the same-sex parent birth cer-
tificate. That state’s laws and regulations govern
the issuance of the document, rather than those of
Texas.

Circle Surrogacy specializes in egg donor rather
than traditional surrogacy. 

The traditional method involves impregnating
a woman who will carry the baby. That process
can take months of tries and has a high failure
rate.

Egg donor surrogacy involves harvesting eggs
from one donor, impregnating them in a Petri dish
and implanting the embryo into a surrogate.

The egg donor and surrogate are normally two
different women. 

Using this method, Weltman said 70 percent of
his clients get pregnant the first try and 98 percent
get pregnant by the third attempt. 

He called his the only guaranteed baby pro-
gram. 

“We’ll give you everything back if you don’t
have a baby by the third try,” he said. 

That excludes expenses such as medications,
travel and donor fees for a total of 60 to 70 percent
of overall costs refunded. 

Also, if the couple would like to continue trying
after a third failed attempt, there would be no ad-
ditional charges.

The cost can run as high as $135,000. Using the
frozen embryo program, the process will be
$100,000 to 120,000.

While traditional surrogacy is cheaper, he said
costs mount rapidly if numerous trips to try to im-
pregnate the surrogate are necessary.

Weltman said his agency also guides parents
through the emotional ups and downs of having
a baby. He has social workers who help deal with
both the carrier and the parents.

Problems range from the anxiety of waiting to
find a surrogate, then hoping for impregnation, to
a variety of control issues. 

One case he mentioned included the concern of
having triplets who had to remain in the hospital
for five weeks after their birth. The couple’s anx-
iety was compounded by their out-of-state loca-
tion.

“The relationship with the carrier is critical,”
Weltman said.

A social worker can negotiate that relationship.
“Being kind without overstepping bound-

aries,” he said, is sometimes a difficult balance to
achieve.

“There isn’t a ‘most normal’ or ‘most healthy’
after the birth,” Weltman said. He and his partner
are in touch with their surrogate a few times a

year.
“I call mine on Mother’s Day each year to thank

her,” he said.
Lura Stiller is a Dallas-area surrogate who will

speak at the seminar. In addition to three children
she has with her husband, she acted as a surrogate
twice. 

The first time was for a heterosexual couple.
That experience, she said, left her feeling unap-
preciated. 

The next was for a gay couple in Massachu-
setts. She called that experience rewarding and
she maintains a relationship with them.

When she went into the hospital to give birth,
they were in Dallas to take care of her other chil-
dren at her home. 

Weltman and his partner have two children,
Kyle, 13, and Zachary, 15. Each parent is the ge-
netic father of one of their sons.

Weltman said he sometimes thinks he and his
partner each have a closer bond with the child
that is not his own genetically. He said each son
seemed a little disappointed when he learned
which dad was his genetic dad.

Weltman’s younger son Kyle described grow-
ing up with two dads.

“It’s pretty much like growing up in any other
family,” he said.

He seemed to have observed the parents of his
friends carefully and compared their parenting to
his own dads. He said his parents take on differ-
ent roles just as his friends’ parents do.

“One tries to relieve your stress and the other
teaches you to manage it,” Kyle said.

He said they adapt to being parents like anyone
else. But how others treat your children is a con-
cern of all parents.

Kyle was clear about how his friends regard his
family: “They’re not my friends if they have any
prejudices,” he said.

•

The Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallas, 4150
North MacArthur Blvd., Irving. May 15 from 3 to 5
p.m. The seminar is free and open to all.

• texasnews

FAMILY PRIDE  |  Ron and Greg Poule-Dayan,
below, had their two children through a surrogate
with the help of Circle Surrogacy. The family partici-
pated in the New York City Gay Pride Parade, with
Ron, left, holding their son Tomer on his shoulders
and Greg holding their daughter Elinor. Surrogate
Lura Stiller of Texas, right, will speak at the seminar
this weekend. (Photos courtesy Ron Poule-Dayan)





As a Baptist minister, a co-founder of the
Family Research Council and a board
member of the National Association for

Research & Therapy of Homosexuality
(NARTH), George
Rekers has been a re-
lentless leader of the
Christian right for
decades.

He lifted the ban-
ner of anti-gay ac-
tivism, but now he
can’t lift luggage.

That’s the reason
he gave for hiring a
male escort to accom-
pany him on a Euro-
pean vacation.
Thanks to surgery, Rekers needed the 20-year-old
to carry his luggage.

His second story was he brought the escort
along to urge him toward Jesus and away from
homosexuality.

We’ll be learning more about Rekers.  And, for
that matter, about the callboy dubbed “Lucien.”

Right now I can only guess, based on the in-
formation in the Miami New Times, which broke
the story, what that 10-day sojourn abroad was
like:

Rekers: You’re back! Right on time.
Lucien: Barely. I got lost on the subway. Ended

up in some place called Convent Garden.
Rekers: I think you mean Covent Garden.
Lucien: Oh. You were right, the British Mu-

seum was fab. I might go back tomorrow. Want
to go with? I saw a hieroglyphic that looked just
like you when you sneeze.

Rekers: Wow. I’m old, but not that old. Did you

spend your whole stipend today?
Lucien: No, I’m saving to go to Harrods to-

morrow.
Rekers: I call this a practical arrangement. You

go out and spend money; I stay in the hotel room
and spend none.

Lucien: Why don’t you come with me? It’ll be
fun.

Rekers: I told you. Allergies. Really bad ones.
Lucien: You have a whole suitcase full of med-

icine. I know; I carried it. Doesn’t that help?
Rekers: No. I guess I’m just allergic to London.

Maybe I’m allergic to Beefeaters.
Lucien: Is that a gay club?
Rekers: No.
Lucien: I should’ve picked a different city.
Rekers: I might do better when we get to

Madrid. Y’know, you look different from your
Rentboy profile.

Lucien: I do?
Rekers: In a good way. I noticed that the first

time I came to your townhouse.
Lucien: I noticed your mustache. When you

take your clothes off, I swear it changes color.
Rekers: Oh my God! Excuse me, Lord. Didn’t

mean that.
Lucien: I love being here. I’m not in a hurry to

get back to Florida.
Rekers: I love that I finally found an escort who

worked out. You just don’t know what you’re

getting.
Lucien: Yes you do: Eight inches. I told the

truth on my profile.
Rekers: I mean, you don’t know if the guy can

have a conversation, or whether he’s out to rip
you off.

Lucien: George, how come you don’t want real
sex? Or to get off?

Rekers: My mama raised me not to be a greedy
boy.

Lucien: Okay, whatever.
Rekers: Besides, you’ve gotten so good at the

“Long Stroke.” Except yesterday; you made me
giggle.

Lucien: It’s a sensitive area.
Rekers: Yup.
Lucien: I see why you call it that. It is long. And

complicated. Front and back. Since you want it
every day, I’m afraid of getting carpal tunnel syn-
drome.

Rekers: I guess there’s no workers’ comp for
that.

Lucien: Ready?
Rekers: Make sure you rub the whole body, es-

pecially my shoulders. I feel tense.
Lucien: How come?
Rekers: Now I know my moustache is about

to change color.
•

E-mail Leslie Robinson at lesarobinson@gmail.com,
and read other columns at GeneralGayety.com.
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CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS

Dallas Voice accepts comments from readers about published
material that may need correcting. Comments may be submit-
ted to the senior editor by e-mail (nash@dallasvoice.com),
telephone (214-754-8710 ext. 128) or via the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice (Dallas Voice, 4145 Travis St., Third Floor, Dallas TX
75204). Corrections and clarifications will appear in this
space as needed.

What were the conversations really
like between George Rekers and his
Rentboy.com luggage carrier during
their European vacation?

• viewpoints
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Do you think Supreme Court
nominee Elena Kagan is a
lesbian? outspeak

poll • Yes: 19 percent
• No: 81 percent
• Don’t know: 0 percent

RESULTS
FROM LAST

WEEK’S
POLL:

Should a privately owned business be
allowed to discriminate against LGBT
people?

171
Votes
cast

CAST YOUR VOTE
ONLINE AT
DALLASVOICE.COM

An award-winning columnist reflects
on how her job has changed over
the last 14 years, thanks to the Web,
and says goodbye to her faithful
readers as another paper closes

When I first pitched a column to the edi-
tor of a gay newspaper in Chicago, I
was expecting to write some short,

snappy, girl-around-town pieces for a year or two. 
I thought I’d write about what was going on in

the bars, in the conference rooms — I’d pass along
the gossip everyone wanted to know. 

“Nah,” my editor said, after listening a mo-
ment. “I don’t like that idea. But I like the idea of
you writing a column. Just tell your own stories.”

“Tell your own stories,” he said. And so I did.
For 14 years, I’ve been telling my stories to read-

ers of gay papers from Washington State to Wash-
ington, DC. I’ve talked about the struggle to get
my dad to accept my lesbian self; falling in love

and breaking up; and, most popularly, I’ve talked
about my dog Max, still barking at 16.

Those stories
somehow per-
suaded readers to
tell theirs and share
them with me —
originally through
the actual mail (I still
have all of those and
tried to answer most
of them), then email,
and now as com-
ments on posted
columns, or as com-
mentary on blogs of their own. 

One reader, from Oklahoma, asked if he should
come out to his parents, even though they were
socially conservative. I still wonder how he’s
doing, though he wrote me about seven years ago.
Another engaged me in a debate about whether
there’s a place for gays and lesbians in Evangelical 

To my readers, thanks — and goodbye

Jennifer Vanasco
Contributing Columnist

•
GOODBYE, Next Page



query
Should Supreme Court justice nominee
Elena Kagan’s sexual orientation be con-
sidered in the confirmation process?

Tiffany Douglas — “No. No one should
be judged based on their sexual orienta-
tion.”
Darren Lekar — “No. It doesn’t define
how somebody will do her job. I own my
own business and I have gay people,
straight people, older people, younger
people. They do a good job. That’s all
that matters.”
Marco Salinas — “No. Because I don’t
think anyone’s personal life has anything
to do with the job she’s being asked to
do.”

Martin Authier — “Absolutely not. Judi-
cial decisions have nothing to do with
what one does in the bedroom.”

Dan Babb — “It shouldn’t. It might, but
it shouldn’t.”
Benjamin Berrios — “No. It’s her own
private life.”

05.14.10

Letters
Caven comes through, again

At Christmas, when the Oak Lawn Library
held a party for neighborhood children, Caven
Enterprises gave astonishing amounts of fruit,
juice, gifts and goodies — two long tables-full —
enough so that each child got far more than one
of everything.

This morning, to make an early start with my
begging bowl, I wrote to ask if Caven would con-
sider donating a box of crayons, a pencil and sep-
arate eraser or a notepad for our back-to-school
program. Caven responded immediately and has
already ordered all the items I mentioned, and
more!

As a library volunteer and a Stonewall Demo-
crat, I want to say thanks again, Caven, and to re-
mind Dallas Voice readers of the generosity of our
community’s merchants.

•

Phyllis Guest
Dallas
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TO SEND A LETTER  | We welcome letters from readers.
Shorter letters and those addressing a single issue are
more likely to be printed. Include  your home address and
a daytime telephone number for verification. Send letters
to the senior editor, preferably by e-mail (nash@dal-
lasvoice.com). Letters also may be faxed (214-969-7271)
or sent via the U.S. Postal Service (Dallas Voice, 4145
Travis St., Third Floor, Dallas TX 75204). All letters become
the property of Dallas Voice.

BY DAVID TAFFET

churches. He just wrote again recently.
When I still lived in Chicago, I met readers for

drinks and for breakfast, sometimes in their
homes. Occasionally, someone on the street would
call out to me while I was walking my dog. In my
pajamas.  

In those days, the days before the web, writing
a column for newspapers felt intimate. People
picked up their free paper on the corner and
shared it with a cup of coffee. I felt like I was writ-
ing for a community — and I could be pretty sure
that someone responding to a column had likely
read others and knew me pretty well. It was like

we were continuing a conversation.
The Web changed life for columnists. It became

more important that columns were topical riffs on
the news (the web is fueled by hits and hits are fu-
eled by keywords which are easy to search for).
When I started running a website myself (I’m the
editor of the news site 365gay.com, I started writ-
ing columns I wanted to run, things that clarified
or put a new spin on the news story of the week.

There were fewer of my own stories. And that
made me start to feel like what I was doing, any-
one could do. And maybe I should step aside and
make room for the new young woman or young
man who could.

When the Chicago Free Press closed at the be-

ginning of this month — a paper that was my ed-
itorial home longer than the city was my actual
home — the conversation came to an end.

But oh, I’m going to miss you. I’m going to
miss your stories. I’m going to miss sharing
mine, as if we were friends talking quietly over
an afternoon cup of tea. Thanks for being there.
And if you ever see me in New York — walking
Max, I’m sure in my pajamas — I hope you’ll say
hello.

•

Jennifer Vanasco (was) an award-winning colum-
nist. E-mail her at Jennifer.vanasco@gmail.com; follow
her at Twitter.com/ JenniferVanasco. She writes occa-
sional pieces for the Huffington Post and is working on
a book.

•
GOODBYE, From Previous Page

“Immigration is an LGBT issue too,” Page 1, May 7

This issue is not a GLBT issue. That connection attempting to be made is a
manner of resorting to creating sensationalism and hysteria to get GLBT peo-
ple on-board. 

Instead of hysteria, this needs to be looked at in a logical view. 
The Arizona law states that there must be probable cause of a legal nature

to check citizenship status, and that's what we need to do. While there may
be isolated cases of law enforcement using this law the wrong way, the
amount of good it can do far outweighs that. 

If you only look at the possible negatives of that law, it’s like saying that
repealing DADT is going to incite orgies in some military barracks. The good

far outweighs the bad.
Furthermore, eligibility requirements for becoming a U.S. citizen are not

that difficult, and there is no indication that the gentleman named Miguel in
this article has ever attempted to apply for citizenship. If he has been here for
17 years, he most certainly meets all of the requirements. 

Why not apply to become a citizen? It's not that people supporting this
law don't want him here; we just want him to commit to being a part of this
nation. 

With all of the rights and opportunities he will be afforded, why wouldn’t
he want to do that? In my opinion, going 17 years without attempting citi-
zenship is unacceptable.
ProudAmerican

From DallasVoice.com



The night begins with cupcakes. Not just
any cupcakes, either, but elaborately deco-
rated, architectural creations from Frosted

Art that make an off-the-rack Sprinkles look like
a home ec assignment.

Usually, dessert comes at the end of the meal,
but when you have a smorgasbord of glam, as
having three of the contestants from RuPaul’s
Drag Race are, the rules are broken more often
than a fingernail. Delivery of the cupcakes for
each of the girls is planned early. It’s how the
machinery of the evening gets oiled.

And quite an evening it will be.
The recent season finale of Drag Race saw the

crowning of Tyra Sanchez as the next drag su-
perstar, but among home viewers, she wasn’t
nearly as popular as Pandora Boxx, Jessica Wild
and Tatiana — three queens with tons of person-
ality and appeal. They were, in their own way,
endearing more than enraging, and each repre-
sented a different style of drag: Pandora, the
quick-witted clown with the outrageous outfits;
Tatiana, the natural beauty who could easily pass
for a girl (if she weren’t 6-foot-1 in bare feet); and
Jessica Wild, the flamboyant, high-energy Puerto

Rican.
Each was in North Texas last weekend for a

performance at the Rainbow Lounge, and when
Dallas fashion designer Nicolas Villalba realized
Cowtown was gettin’ the girls and Dallas wasn’t,
he set out to change that. So he organized a Big
D event: rooms at a swanky hotel (the Warwick
Melrose); a champagne reception with invited
guests, including kids from Youth First Texas;
personal dress fittings for each of the girls; din-
ner in the ‘hood at Cyclone Anaya’s; and the cap-
per, seats at the Rose Room to show the Racers
how Dallas does drag.

“Throughout the show, I heard how they were
criticized for not having serious fashion,” Vil-
lalba says of his idea to design gowns for the
threesome. So he decided to give them courtesy
couture.

But first, we have to get the girls.
The white stretch limo is a conspicuous acces-

sory even in the parking lot of the Melrose, but
even it is dwarfed by the ladies themselves. It is
Mother’s Day weekend, and the hotel is flush
with well-heeled doyennes of Park Cities and
their Polo-clad husbands and sons. But few male

eyes (and even some female ones) are focused on
mom; a statuesque Tatiana gets most of the
gawks.

Tati is tall and slender, though not rail thin
(she is, after all, an adult man, not a slim-hipped
superwaif) who wears stilettos and a slip dress
from Forever 18 better than most high school
cheerleaders. Her page boy haircut and perfect
makeup frame her face beautifully, and her fig-
ure is the envy of every woman in the lobby.
Men (and a few boys) who ogle her may know
she’s a drag queen or they may not; they don’t
seem to care, they just enjoy the view. Freak
show or fashion show? It hardly matters. Tati
owns the room.

Pandora makes her mark, too, once she joins
Tati. “What’s up dude,” she says to Tatiana — a
disarmingly guy thing to do. Nothing else about
them is very guy. Even though they don’t act up,
they get attention — walking purposefully but
not aggressively into the Library Bar, they turn
heads. 

Pandora is pretty but also clearly the jokester,
with hooker-red lipstick popping from her black-
and-white striped dress — all the queens seem to

be in black and white.
“We’re on the same cycle,” Pandi deadpans,

before admitting those colors are easy to acces-
sorize.

For anyone who watched the show, “easy”
never seemed to be Pandora’s watchword. She
went for a strident, comic overdoneness, like a
burger at a kid’s play palace. But tonight she’s
subdued, almost elegant … at least in her cloth-
ing. The wit is still there.

Jessica Wild arrives fashionably late, but it’s
not a diva moment. She sees a reporter she’s
never met before and without hesitation plants
kisses on his cheeks. Jessica is as welcoming as a
mariachi band.

After pleasantries at the Melrose, the girls pile
into the limo, descending the steps of the hotel as
if filming the opening credits for Sex and the City.
Then it’s off to Nicolas Couture and their fittings.

The ladies take turns getting their measure-
ments taken by Villalba, who also quizzes them
about what they want. Tati claims she’s “not re-
ally gown-y,” so she gets a green cat suit. Pan-
dora focuses on a pink princess dress, while
Jessica decides on a yellow goddess gown.

Ladies of the evening The night ‘Drag Racers’ Tatiana, Pandora
Boxx and Jessica Wild stormed Dallas

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  | Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com
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SPARKLE, TATI, SPARKLE! | The limo is not the friend of the starlet — unless she has a sense of humor.
Tatiana  ‘accidentally’ flashes some panties, far left; Pandora Boxx fakes surprise, center; and Jessica
Wild, above, gives her best ‘I don’t care’ glamourpuss outside Station 4. 

This is the first time for all of them in Texas —
Tati is from Falls Church, Va., Pandora from
Rochester, N.Y., Jessica, of course, Puerto Rico —
but it’s not unusual for them … not now that is.
The show has given them incredible visibility,
and they’ve been traveling extensively — and
Pandi, for one, has done it without an agent or
even trying to get bookings; the requests have
just poured in enough to keep her busy. But she
has other things in the works, too.

Pandora is in rehearsals for a play she has
written and will star in back in Rochester, a
comic mystery called The Lipstick Massacre.

“I was always into theater,” she says. That ac-
tually led to drag. “I went to my first drag show
and said, ‘I want to do that.’” (She took her name
from the vessel that held all the ills of the world
— she was into Greek mythology at the time. Ta-
tiana named herself after a character on a sit-
com.)

They are remarkably at ease in social situa-
tions, engaging with kids from YFT and even of-
fering advice for being a gay kid in school.

“During my homecoming, I went to school in
drag,” says Tati, who is only 21. “My high school

was super gay, though.” She knows it might not
be the same for these kids. Still, she encourages
two who plan their first drag experience later
this month (“Just pretend like you’re singing in
your room,” she counsels) and listens as they
talk about the upcoming GAYLA Prom.

They talk about the show, too, of course.
“At first I kind of took it seriously, but then I

knew, first and foremost, that this is entertain-
ment,” Tati says about being on TV.

They all have nice things to say about RuPaul,
although they confess they didn’t exactly hang
out with her — the schedule didn’t allow it. 

“We don’t have time!” Jessica says.
Not all the other judges fared as well.
“I think we were all confused by the judges’

comments sometimes — especially me,” says
Pandora. “You arrive with all these costumes
then someone tells you they don’t like your stuff
and you’re, like… SHIT!”

Martha Wash gets low marks for being mean
and offering useless advice.

“I think that Henry Rollins was probably the
best judge,” Tati says. “Everything he said was

•
Continued on Next Page
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so smart and on point. It surprised me because I
didn’t know what to expect from him … except
that he’s hot. And I liked Niecy because she told
me I was the prettiest. I love you!!”

The situation was exhausting, with crewmen
around all the time and interaction discouraged
when the cameras weren’t rolling.

“You film all day, and then they put you in a
room with a producer who asks you questions,”
Tati explains. It’s there that you realize the lack of
reality in reality TV — they producers tailor the
interviews to sow discord and pit queen against

queen.
“The mean girls were mean, but not all the

time,” says Pandora. Tati calls having to “lip
synch for her life” against Jessica the worst part
of the show — they really were friends.

And then there’s the experience of watching it
long after the fact.

“In the beginning I really enjoyed [watching]
it,” Tati says. “But by the end it got dramatic and
I didn’t want to watch anymore. Of course I
did….”

The next stop is Cyclone Anaya’s. You might
expect the girls to pick at their food, but they
jumped in to the rich Tex-Mex cuisine (lobster
enchiladas, anyone?) and filled up on margari-
tas. But dinner was more akin to holding court
than a enjoying a meal. 

“Incoming!” one invited diner warns as a pha-
lanx of Drag Race watchers line up to pay hom-
age. Fans stop by, stammering and asking for
photos; one even leaves a note inviting the girls
(especially Tati) to a party at his house the fol-
lowing night. They will be leaving town Satur-
day morning and politely send back an RSVP.
You finally realize why they are called drag
queens: They are treated like royalty. 

And they are all fine with the term, too.
“I prefer ‘drag queen.’ — ‘female imperson-

ator’ seems to say ‘I do pageants and I’m a
lady,’” says Pandora. “‘Drag queen’ encom-
passes camp and being pretty and performing in
general.”

“With a drag queen, anything’s possible,”

adds Jessica. “I wear strong makeup. I don’t
want to look like a woman you see on the street,
I want to be Jessica Wild.”

But even in the gayborhood, they become
ladies. Tati uses the women’s restroom at
Anaya’s, and says her feminine side always rears
itself more in drag.

“Everyone has a little queen in them, but
when I’m in drag it comes out,” she says.

It’s time for the late show at the Rose Room,
where even among other queens, the Drag Rac-
ers are stars. They seem impressed by Cassie

Nova, Jenna Skyy and the famed “Cellblock
Tango” opener. But there are still questions about
the show to ask: If they couldn’t have won, who
would they most like to see crowned? No one
says Tyra Sanchez, that’s for sure.

“Now? Pandora,” Tati offers.
“Jujube,” says Jessica.
But Pandora has her own take.
“Kathy Griffin — she was the best drag queen

on the show,” she says.
And with that, we call it a night. A lady needs

her beauty sleep.     
•

ALL SMILES | Tati, Pandora and Jessica hold court at Cyclone Anaya’s. (Arnold Wayne Jones/Dallas Voice)

•
online exclusive

To see more exclusive photos from Dallas Voice’s night
on the town with the Drag Racers, visit 
DallasVoice.com:: Culture.

•
Continued from Previous Page
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Chely Wright
may be the only
star — certainly
the only one coun-
try music has seen
— whose coming
out was also a bla-

tant career move. She announced she
was gay mere days before her CD,
Lifted Off the Ground, and autobiogra-
phy, Like Me, dropped in stores and on-
line across the nation. Now, she’s on
everyone’s gaydar. 

Her book might reveal her inner tur-
moil, but her CD deserves to be looked
and listened over with microscopic at-
tention. The album has some worthy
songs, but it doesn’t need such intense
exploration.

Wright goes for a folksier sound
compared to her more familiar pop-
country material. Instead of belting out
in each song with “I’m a lesbian” pride,
she writes as if letting her heart speak
for the first time in quiet baby steps.
The album is mostly languid and
thoughtful, though sometimes overly so. Wright
must have figured a serious album should ac-
company her new public identity, but gives 11
songs of heavy-handed emotion. Where’s the rol-
licking boot-scootin’ anthem her country fans
wanna hear?

“Broken” opens the album as a letter to her
lover. Her damaged relationship gives quick op-
portunity to hear Wright sing to her girlfriend
despite the lack of gender specificity.  

The song is a precursor of what’s to come, call-
ing to mind the easiness of Bonnie Raitt’s “Nick
of Time” but with a less optimistic
viewpoint. “Broken” sets a
strange amount of pain against an
ironically nice tempo. The sound
continues on the second track,
“Heavenly Days,” which sounds
melodically identical to “Broken.” 

After the third straight too-mellow track,
“Hang Out In Your Heart,” we finally get to hear
Wright cut loose a bit — only it’s on the macabre
side.

In “Notes to the Coroner,” she goes upbeat
singing about suicide. You’ll wanna take my blood
to smear on a slide / But if you just read on you’ll
know how I died are bold lyrics that don’t give the
song a sympathetic tone. That’s fine artistically,
but it’s akin to reading a suicide letter firsthand.

Wright might have trumped Kurt Cobain in one
of his darker moments. The pop tone makes it
too creepy.

She returns to the land of somber after
“Notes,” but at this point, her lack of affection to-
ward a woman is noticeably absent — still. In the
intimate “Like Me,” the song’s delicacy plays as
if written by candlelight and we get a possible
glimpse of Wright’s affection. She asks Who’s
gonna end up holdin’ your hand?/ A beautiful woman
or a tall handsome man? to the person she’s in love
with. Yes, we know it’s a woman, but is she hold-

ing back for commercialism’s
sake?

Wright is positioned in an in-
teresting spot. Her reluctance to
be all Rosie, while understand-
able, goes against the hubbub

surrounding her outing. Now that she is out, it
gives the listener a curiosity to hear what’s on
her mind … a curiosity that is never satisfied. In-
stead, she flirts with lyrics abstractly and ends up
confusing and ultimately anticlimactic. 

The album, if not great, is far from bad. Lifted is
a mood album suitable for a rainy day. It even
ends on a dirge-type note with “Shadows of
Doubt.” Fans of Wright may be disappointed by
her change in tone and the inevitable new gay
fans will embrace her — but not for this.            

•

Country music’s new gay
poster gal, Chely Wright
holds back in ‘Lifted’

Out in the country
L+S   music

RICH LOPEZ  | Staff Writer
lopez@dallasvoice.com

RESTRAINED ORDER | Wright’s album flirts with her newly-acknowledged sexual-
ity but fails to dive headlong into it.

LIFTED OFF THE GROUND
Chely Wright

Vanguard

t
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Especially in the gay world, 30 is a landmark
birthday — it’s that launching pad age where
one gets it all together. (It’s also when twinks
stop hitting on you in the bars, but that’s another
article.)

That certainly proves true for the Oak Lawn
Band. After 30 years in the com-
munity, it celebrates this week-
end with sights focused on the
future while keeping the music
fun.

“We want to be known as the
Oak Lawn Band that is musi-
cally awesome,” says Tim Stallman, president of
the band.

Fair enough. When Stallman became the orga-
nization’s president along with the selection of
the new board officers for 2010, the band over-
hauled its direction. First among the goals: Re-
minding the community who they were. 

“A lot of people didn’t know the band was
still around or that Dallas had a band,” Stallman
says. “They thought we either died or folded.
For the longest time, the band played four con-
certs a year with the same 60 or so members in
the audience.”

Stallman, a member of OLB for two years,
brought with him a lot of experience when he
was transferred here for work. He founded
bands in San Diego and Rochester, N.Y., and was
a drum major in Washington, D.C. His work as a
project manager also gave him the know-how to
help drive OLB into a more active future, start-
ing with the band’s mission and working to
build a solid foundation.

“Sometimes when a band has been around for
a long time, they lose their focus,” he says. “We
refreshed our mission statement to clarify what
our mission was. In trying to be more inclusive
through the years, people felt we were getting
away from LGBT community. We decided to

identify that as who we are and
where our community is.”

This past year alone, the OLB
partnered with local agencies,
performing at high-profile events
such as the Resource Center Dal-
las’ Oscar party, the Bloomin’ Ball

and LifeWalk, and a walk in the Pride parade
after a two-year absence.

They even found a home — at Holy Trinity
Church. Instead of relying on a salon in North
Dallas to house their archives and a school in
East Dallas for rehearsal, the church has donated
space for the OLB’s Monday night rehearsals
and library. Now that the band is officially and
centrally located, it’s easier to concentrate on the
future.

But that doesn’t mean forgetting the past —
Mason Tripp won’t let that happen. As the
band’s historian (he’s been with it since the be-
ginning), he’s been collecting everything over its
three decades, compiling an album archive for
each year.

Despite Stallman’s shorter tenure, he has an
inherent pride in what the band has achieved
over its course — most notably, playing for Presi-
dent Obama as part of his inauguration last year.
(The band played for both of Clinton’s inaugu-
rals, too, but they were more on the sidelines.)

L+S   music

RICH LOPEZ  | Staff Writer
lopez@dallasvoice.com

Girls, too! But you say you didn’t know the Oak Lawn Band was still around?
After its 30th anniversary concert this weekend, that should change

WE’RE WITH THE BAND
From left, alto sax Tim
Stallman, flute Diane
Trieder and tenor sax Billy
Rodriguez play in the Oak
Lawn Band. (Arnold
Wayne Jones.Dallas Voice)

The boys in the band

OAK LAWN BAND
Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar
Springs Road. May 15 at 7 p.m.

$10. OakLawnBand.org.
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Vial
so
soon?
Deborah returns to Dallas —
this time as a married lady

Locals fell in love with Deborah Vial when
she mixed rock and soul at regular gigs in Dal-
las for years, mostly at the old Sue Ellen’s. Al-
though Vial lives in Hawaii, she’s returns
regularly to stay connected to those fans. And
this time, she comes back, herself more in love
than ever — with her wife.

“I married
my partner of
11 years in
Washington,
D.C., almost a
month ago. It
is spring, the
marrying season,” Vial says.

Singing is Vial’s career but her passion for it
is now being shared not only with her partner,
but also her goal for Hawaii to get on board
with same-sex marriage. Last month, the
state’s legislature approved a bill for civil
unions providing equal rights for all married
couples. The future of that bill now lies in the
hands of Gov. Linda Lingle, a Republican.
And this is a hot topic for Vial.

“We have been trying to help pass the civil
unions bills here in Hawaii,” she says.”  “We
will know by July 5. My partner is having
some peeps from HRC [come] out to the show
because the whole gay marriage issue is hot
on our agenda.”    

•

— Rich Lopez

WED-DY OR NOT | Vial really did put a ring on it ...
but will she cover Beyonce on Friday? (Gregory
Hayes/Dallas Voice)

They have performed in most Gay Games
around the world and join in Houston’s Pride
parade every year. It’s almost as if the Oak Lawn
Band has a presence everywhere … except Dal-
las. But that’s gonna change.

“We plan to focus on making sure we’ll be

around in the next 30 years,” Stallman says.
“We’re going to get back to basics and work on
reestablishing our place here. You know, our
main goal is to play good music every year, but
we also want to be something the community
will be proud of.”      

•

DEBORAH VIAL
Sue Ellen’s, 3014 Throckmorton

St. May 14 at 9 p.m. $10.
Caven.com.
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At most fashion shows, the stars are the designs
— and the designers.

But that’s not necessarily the case at Four Legged
Fashion. There, it’s models who drive it. And they’re all
dogs.

But that’s a good thing.
The second annual fundraiser — which this year in-

cludes many enviable auction packages for humans,
and features a disco theme — gives doggie style a new
meaning, with poochie poseurs who
wouldn’t dream of walking a — gasp! —
“catwalk” stealing the show.

And the star of the stars is Frank.
Frank is an unlikely runway super-

star. He started out life barely holding
onto it. When he was a 12-

week-old pup, he was hit by a
car, crushing his rear quarters.

“I had a broken ankle, thigh, hip, fractured
pelvis and toes — nine breaks in all,” says Frank

through his interpreter Terri Tomlinson, who also chairs
the event. “They put rods and plates in me. I was on a
morphine drip and spent three-and-a-half months at the
vet hospital. They didn’t think I would make it.”

But he did, then he fell into the laps of Tomlinson and
her partner Melinda Webb, who just days earlier had
lost their 13-year-old sheepdog.

“Our house felt so empty. We took in Frank to foster,
but I said after the second day he was never leaving. He
was everything we had wished for,” Tomlinson says of
the healer-lab-shepherd mix. (“He just a black dog,” she

says of his pedigree.)
Eventually, Frank found his way to being the

spokesmutt and senior runway model for the “canine
meets couture” event. It’s not a role he relishes.

“I don’t really care for the clothes, though I kind of
like the leather coat covered in studs and grommets [I’m
wearing in this show],” Frank says. “Terri had to work
with me to get me to move on the runway at first. But I
realize now that when I’m working I must wear cloth-
ing. I know I’m doing good.”

He was so hard to manage during re-
hearsals, one organizer asked Tomlinson,
“Would it be too gay if we had a male
model walk him down the runway?” She
laughed. “Look what he’s wearing — he
looks like he should be at TMC,” she
says. A male escort was OK’d.

Frank has taken to the fashion aspect
over time. He’s a frequent “speaker” at events through-
out the year, talking about fashion and animal rescue.
And some clothes have growled… er, grown … on him.

“I love Finley — that’s the designer I wore last year,”
he says. “That look specializes in men’s shirts and ties —
it’s very masculine. Like me. And I have some black-
and-white paisley to wear off-season now.”

He also admires a black ball gown with huge crystal
neckline designed for a brilliant little cocker named
Dixie Chick. “She’s all that,” Frank says with a snap. “It
looks like something Sue Ellen would wear on Dallas.”

There’s gotta be some gay guy who wants to snatch
that up — maybe even one who’s not a dog owner. After
all, fashion is fashion … no matter who wears it.            

•

LIFE+STYLE
fashion+pets

FOUR LEGGED FASHION
Dallas Trade Mart Grand 

Pavilion, 2100 N. Stemmons
Freeway. May 14. Doors open at

6:30 p.m. Tickets from $75.
214-634-0204. 

FourLeggedFashion.org

Leather &
laceCouture isn’t just for people. Four

Legged Fashion returns with 
designer duds — doggie-style

HOT DOGS | The sassy pink dog-
gown is, appropriately enough, from
BitchNewYork.com’s Haute Puppy
collection; Frank is dressed for a
night at TMC, modeling Phoebe
Couture by Kay Unger.

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  | Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com
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Oh, to suffer the slings and arrows of … well,
in the case of Robin Hood, slings and arrows. At
just shy of two-and-a-half hours, this Medieval
actioner has a running time that would accom-
pany something more epic — a summer tentpole
franchise, perfectly positioned for sequels. Per-
haps that’s the goal. 

The problem is, the film doesn’t feel epic,
merely overweight. Pretentious
opening title cards don’t give it
more heft, just more detritus to
wade through. Oh, would that it
felt as fun as we peasants had
hoped! Alas! Alack!

Robin Hood is less like the last
sword-and-sandal pairing of star Russell Crowe
and director Ridley Scott, Gladiator, than it is a
modern comic book superhero movie: We learn
how the man got to become the hero, seeing the
building blocks of his legend: The hood he
wears, his skill with a longbow, how he assem-
bled his band of men. (“The more the merrier,”
he quips, seriously undercutting the image of

them as a clutch of forest-bound woodsprites,
singing their way through the dark ages with
hearty laughs and suggestive all-male compan-
ionship.)

It’s odd, then, that with all the post-modern
ideas at work here, the movie itself is so old-
school in its techniques — nay, clichéd: The im-
agery is elementally mythic (villains wear black

capes and have facial scars; heroes
ride white horses), the style
unironically retro (Gothic lettering
on parchment maps that slowly
burn to illustrate pillaging). Stylis-
tically, this could have been made
in the ‘30s with Errol Flynn. Oh,

right, it was.
Which begs the question: Why another ver-

sion of the story in the first place? The rock-n-roll
comic incarnation with Kevin Costner (now,
shockingly, 19 years old) was a disaster of histor-
ical inaccuracies, but it knew itself to be bub-
blegum; this one steals from Prince of Thieves
(arrow POV shots, upgrading Marian from

“Maid” to “Lady,” setting it during the reign of
Richard the Lion Heart) without really improv-
ing on it; it steals from the classic MGM version
by giving Robin the name Loxley; hell, it even
poaches the Robin-vs.-King John plot from Dis-
ney’s 1973 animated movie (with Robin a fox
and the king, inexplicably, a mountain lion).
Without any truly original ideas, what’s the
point? (One modification that’s not welcome:
Deleting references to King Richard’s historically
known homosexuality.)

Of course, entertainment value can be an end
in itself, and there is some of that. Scott gives the
flying arrows the immediacy of tracer bullets,
and the frenetic editing, distracting in the early

action scenes, relaxes a bit later. And there is the
juicy, petulant performance by cutie Oscar Isaac
as King John (and one brief shot of a beefy
Crowe) for some eye candy.

Cate Blanchett seems, with every gesture, as if
she knows she’s slumming it, and Brian Helge-
land’s script feels programmatic: Every good guy
gets one villain for them to vanquish, the comic
supporting characters are, by turn, rough-and-
tumble lugs (Little John), scheming clerics (Friar
Tuck), wise-cracking weaklings (Will Scarlet). 

The real Robin Hood reputedly robbed from
the rich to give to the poor; this Robin Hood
merely takes the money of moviegoers and gives
it to the studio. Somehow, that’s not a comfort. 

•

L+S   screen

ROBIN HOOD
Russell Crowe, Cate Blanchett,

William Hurt. Rated R. 140 mins.
Opens today in wide release.

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  | Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com

Men in tights? Hardly. ‘Robin Hood’ equals ‘Braveheart’ plus ‘Spider-Man’ 

Whatever, merry (men)

THE GOLDEN ARCHER | Robin
Hood (Russell Crowe) shows off

his longbow on the battlefield.
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Aria there yet?
Dallas Opera’s season ending 
‘Madame Butterfly’ takes wing

The Dallas Opera really hedged its bets with
its two final shows of the season — a will-they-
love-it -or-won’t-they world premiere (Moby-
Dick) and the ever-popular slam dunk, Puccini’s
Madame Butterfly (second only to his La Boheme
in its frequency of performance). The result has
been packed houses at the Winspear.

Still, for modern, liberal-minded audiences,
Butterfly is among the most problematic of stage
works: The most gorgeous bit of racist claptrap
ever conceived. There’s an outmoded, 19th cen-
tury aspect of
the story that
hovers over
every moment
— the idea of
the “mysterious
Orient” and the
insulting assumption that Asian women are self-
less devotees to Western culture — first chang-
ing their religion to be with a man, then pining
away for their white male master — even if he’s
as callow and selfish as Naval officer B.F. Pinker-
ton. The tragedy seems superimposed. The
geisha Cio-Cio San doesn’t need free will, she
has blind love.

Luckily, then, we have Francesco Zamebello’s
exquisitely gorgeous production, full of beauty
and drama. Just looking at the tableaux is exhila-
rating. 

Even luckier is having soprano Adina
Nitescu, whose powerhouse vocal performance
and sharp acting cuts through the treacle. She
delivers Puccini’s lush songs, exquisitely per-
formed under the baton of Graeme Jenkins. The
opera itself is a bit slow-moving (three hours?
Puh-leez) but the payoff — unlike Pinkerton
himself — is worth the wait.  

•

MADAME BUTTERFLY
Winspear Opera House, 2403

Flora St. Through May 23.
Evenings at 7:30 p.m., matinees at

2 p.m. DallasOpera.org

SEEING RED | The doomed Cio-Cio San (Adina
Nitescu) pines for her American lover (Brandon Jo-
vanovich). It’s opera — the relationship doesn’t end
well. (Photo courtesy Karen Almond/Dallas Opera)

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  | Life+Style Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com
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Drawing Dallas

If I could reach the stars

MARK STOKES  | Illustrator
mark@markdrawsfunny.com

Dallas native drag diva Wayne Smith plays gypsies,
tramps and thieves — and all in one night

Name: Wayne Smith
Spotted at: Hungdinger, hosting and performing at the regular drag show
Do you believe?: Wayne Smith has been called second only to the original for his Cher impersonation,

and fans of the diva can find him hosting and performing at sold-out shows Friday and Saturday nights.
Smith sets himself apart from the multitude of other Cher impersonators by talking and singing exactly
like his inspiration — no lip-synching for his life.

If we could turn back time: … Weʼd find that Smith began his career in Los Angeles in 1979, when a job
working as a  costumer for Helen Marler Designs (Bob Mackie's embroiderer) opened the door to female
impersonation at La Cage Aux Folles, the famous L.A. nightclub. That led this Dallas native to Atlantic
City, Las Vegas, Miami, Austria and Aruba, and he has been featured on the Biography Channel, Texan
Idol and a celebrity lookalike reality TV show on ABC. Wayne has also been very active in the commu-
nity, helping raise funds for various charities, including the annual Cher Convention in Las Vegas.

d
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When Cooper Smith and his partner Todd Koch decided
to make their two of a kind into a full house, they
began looking into adoption. The system was a mine-

field of arcane rules and strategies exacerbated by being gay par-
ents. 

Two years later, they found themselves a family of two daddies
and an equal number of children, both now barely a year old.
Throughout the process, the couple had questions and found their
answers in random places. 

So Smith got an idea.
“There was stuff online, but from all over,” Smith says. “We

tried to find more information to put our minds at ease. That’s
what I wanted to create with this website.”

Thus was born a set of twins of sort — the matching websites
TwoDaddiesOneLove.com and TwoMommiesOneLove.com. The
sites were designed to help those same-sex couples looking into
getting in the family way. They both actually lead to one site with
one mission — “to bring together gay mommies and daddies to
help support each other in raising our next generation,” according
to Smith. Think of them as clearinghouses of information mixed
with the social network aspect of Facebook.

“The number one goal is simply connecting gay and lesbian
parents to each other and to those looking to adopt,” Smith says.
“With the social media part up, people can now talk to each other
and plan events and share information. We make sure we have in-
formation on the three main ways gay people can build a family:
Private adoption [the route taken by Smith and Koch], foster
adoption and surrogacy. Plus, we’ll add links to news and web-
sites of companies that helped other couples.”

This isn’t Smith’s first time at the parental site rodeo. The site’s
first launch last summer buckled due to spammers. The interest
was there, however, with more than 60 members signed up for the
free site based solely on word-of-mouth. Now that the site is on a

more stable host, half of those original members have already
signed back up.

Smith knew the response would be good but what surprised
him was the actual number of gay families in the North Texas re-
gion. Helming his own public relations company, Smith has met
lots of people over the years in the community. But when the fam-
ilies set up a brunch event, he was surprised to come across some
people he hadn’t met before.

“There were seven couples with kids,” he says. “People drove
in from Allen and Arlington and I had not met a single one before.
For all these people to show up that I hadn’t known before was
just great.”

Smith discovered that Dallas has a high concentration of gay
and lesbian couples with kids, and there’s growing interest from
those wanting to start families. While Smith is doing his own
thing with his website, he’s also become involved with the
Human Rights Campaign’s newest family initiatives — and Dal-
las will the be the campaign’s place to pilot the program.

“There is this huge family environment in Dallas,” Smith says.
“Plus, all the new big things for the HRC come through Dallas.
I’m on a committee for that family initiative here because I want
to help and offer anything I can do.”

Despite all his good intentions and strides in providing a re-
source, he isn’t planning for this endeavor to take over his life. He
has a few things higher on the list to take care of — his son Mason
and his daughter Claire.

“The goal for this has not been about numbers,” he says. “This
is a side project and not the highest thing on my to-do list. But the
kids are a bit easier to deal with. My daughter is nearly 15 months
old and my son is a year old. They are just as much a handful, but
they also have more patience.”

With all he has going, Smith is living the family dream — it
would seem.

“I got two kids under 16 months. If that’s the case, then please
wake me up!” 

•

Visit TwoMommiesOneLove.com or TwoDaddiesOneLove.com for

L+S   parenting

TWO DADDIES, ONE LOVE | Partners Cooper Smith, left, and Todd Koch jumped through a lot of hoops to coordinate the private adoptions of
their children, Mason and Claire. The experience led them to create a website to assist other same-sex couples looking to adopt.

RICH LOPEZ  | Staff Writer
lopez@dallasvoice.com

Parental
duty When prospective same-

sex parents have questions,
new website offers answers
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Usually, the
term “pick
your poison”
is an ironic ref-
erence to alco-
hol. And
certainly most
restaurants,
haunted by
fear of e-coli
and even a bad
review, would
never want the
word “poison”
associated
with their din-
ing experience.
French bistros
probably even
bristle at put-
ting the Gallic word for fish — “les poissons” —
on the menu for their unilingual diners misinter-
preting.

So the Hotel St. Germain is major oddball
here.

Uptown’s reigning oasis of French elegance is
introducing an entire series of dinners, all
themed around the idea of poison.

There will be no strychnine-laced flagons of
wine on the menu, of course (unless, perhaps,
you can’t pay your bill), merely five courses of
French and Italian haute cuisine wine-paired
and accompanied by archival documents about
famous poisonings, anecdotes and a sense of
mystery and fun. 

The first meal in the series — which features a

foie gras-stuffed quail appetizer and choice of
filet of sole or beef entrée, riffing on the Medicis
infamous infighting — starts May 22 and con-
tinues the third Saturdays of June and July. The
cost is $95 per person. For reservations, call 214-
871-2516.

Twisted Root Burger Co. started humbly in
Deep Ellum before expanding to Far North Dal-
las, but now it’s pulling back a little closer to
home — and courting SMU students. The sassy
burger joint (which proudly displays flair in-
cluding rainbow bumper stickers commanding
to “Celebrate Diversity”) has taken over the
space next to the Across the Street Bar on Yale
Boulevard. The menu is even more extensive
than at the original locale, plus there’s tons of
patio dining … and cute co-eds. We’re so there. 

After the economic downturn, it seemed
fewer restaurants were opening (and more clos-
ing) especially in the Downtown/Uptown area,
but that’s changed just this month. In the last
two weeks, Houston-based Perry’s Steakhouse
and Fort  Worth’s Eddie V’s Prime Seafood
have moved into the gayborhood, with Perry’s
on McKinney Avenue and Eddie V’s right on
Cedar Springs. That’s a lot of new protein to
check out. 

•

— Arnold Wayne Jones

L+S   dining

Tasting notes St. Germain picks your poison;
Twisted Root now big burger on
campus; Uptown adds eateries

Just a few weeks before it airs the South-
west premiere of Dallas filmmaker Israel
Lunaʼs festival hit Ticked-Off Trannies with
Knives, Q Cinema will crown its own drag diva.
Contestants in the Miss Q Cinema 3D Pag-
eant, M.C.ʼd by TOTWK star Krystal Summers,
will compete in four categories (presentation/
Q&A, talent, evening wear and open mike) and
will be judged by a celebrity panel of judges.
And because itʼs a fundraiser for a film fest, ex-
pect multi-media elements to help it earn its 3D
moniker.

— A.W.J.
Best Friends Club,2620 E. Lancaster Ave.,
Fort Worth. May 19 at 9 p.m. Qcinema.org.

DI(N)E! | The poison dinner series at the Hotel St. Germain sounds delicious and campy.

Q CINEMA HOLDS DRAG PAGEANT
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Sunday 05.16
These bloodsuckers are a mother
For the belated Motherʼs Day gift, or to just creep her
out, catch The Urban Vampiresʼ latest concert Moth-
ers, Music and Memories. Flowers? Boring. Try
some avant-garde horror mixed with classical music
performed by sexy vampires this year. Trust us,
Mom will never forget. Ne-ver. Forgiveness, though,
is another matter, but hey, at least it sounds cool. 

DEETS: Janette Kennedy Art Gallery, 1409 S.
Lamar St. 5 p.m. $20–$30. TheUrbanVampires.com

Friday 05.14
They are gonna rock this lobster out
Whether itʼs “Love Shack” or “Quiche Lorraine,” just
try not to get wrapped up in any of The B-52s quirky
hits and tunes. Perhaps the ultmate party band, they
bring their campy vibe to the three-day-long Wild-
flower Arts and Music Festival. Thereʼs nothing like
the idea of gay frontman Fred Schneider and com-
pany bringing fabulosity to the burbs. 

DEETS: 2351 Performance Drive, Richardson. 10
p.m. $10–$20. WildflowerFestival.com

Tuesday 05.18
Here comes the judgeʼs son
The name Buchmeyer will ring bells for most Dalla-
sites. Judge Jerry Buchmeyer was legend in these
parts, and now his son follows suit — but in way dif-
ferent fashion. Jon Paul Buchmeyer comes back to
town to sign his book, Alphabet City, detailing his fun
and funny life as a publicist to the stars in New York. 

DEETS: Hotel Palomar, 5300 E. Mockingbird Lane.
6:30 p.m. $35 (includes book). ABCityBlog.com

LIFE+STYLE
best bets
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FRIDAY 05.14
COMMUNITY
FUSE drop-in. For guys up to 29. Resource Center
Dallas, 2701 Reagan St. 3–8 p.m. 214-540-4435.

Youth First Texas groups for ages 14 to 22. 3918
Harry Hines Blvd. 4–10 p.m. 214-879-0400.

Family Affair Fridays, a mixer for LGBT people of
color. Club Che, 10333 Technology Blvd. 10 p.m.

Oak Lawn Tennis Association. L. B. Houston Cen-
ter, 11225 Luna Road. 6 p.m. OLTADallas.org.

Business Network Collin County luncheon. Fox
Sports Grille 5741 Legacy Drive. 11:30 a.m. $20.
businessnetworkcc.org.

Oak Lawn Ski and Scuba Club second Friday din-
ner. 7:30 p.m. Visit site for location and information.
OLSSC.org.

Congregation Beth El Binah Shabbat service. Re-
source Center Dallas, 2701 Reagan St. 7:30 p.m.
214-521-5342 ext. 1784.

High Tech Happy Hour hosted by the LGBTA
Community Network Program of Texas Instruments.
Hector’s on Henderson, 2929 N. Henderson Ave.
5:30 p.m. pavw@ti.com.

THEATER
The Beauty Plays. Three plays by Neil LaBute play
in repertory. The Shape of Things, Fat Pig and rea-
sons to be pretty play through May 23. Sundays,
Tuesdays–Thursdays at 7 p.m., Fridays–Saturdays

at 7:30 p.m. Weekend matinees at 2 p.m. Wyly The-
ater, 2400 Flora St. $15–$80. ATTPAC.org.

Sherlock Holmes—The Melodrama. Pocket
Sandwich Theatre, 5400 E. Mockingbird Lane.
Through Saturday. Thursdays–Saturdays at 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 9 p.m. $10–$18. PocketSandwich.com.

ART
Andy Warhol The Last Decade. Modern Art Mu-
seum, 3200 Darnell St., Fort Worth. Through Sun-
day. TheModern.org.

Fancy Footwork, a group show presenting a take
on everything from the waist down, including, but
not limited to legs, feet, socks, and shoes. HCG
Gallery, 1130 Dragon St. Through May 22. Free.
HCGGallery.com.

Georgia O’Keeffe and the Faraway: Nature and
Image. National Cowgirl Museum , 1720 Gendy St.,
Fort Worth. Through Sep. 6. Cowgirl.net.

Photographic Gold by Dan Burkholder at Sun to
Moon Gallery, 1515 E. Levee St. Through May 22.
SunToMoon.com. 

SATURDAY 05.15
COMMUNITY
Church services. The ONE Church East. 6246
Broadway Blvd, Suite #100, Garland. 3 p.m. 214-
724-5658. Dallas1Church.org.

Youth First Texas groups for ages 14 to 22. 3918

Harry Hines Blvd. 5–10 p.m. 214-879-0400.

GayBingo Cabaret with guest hosts Richie Whitt
and Sybil Summers from 105.3 The Fan and Asia
O’Hara, former Miss Gay U.S. of A. The Rose
Room inside Station 4, 3911 Cedar Springs Road.
5 p.m.  $25. RCDallas.org.

Military Maneuvers fundraiser hosted by Leather
Knights. The event benefits the Nelson-Tebedo
Dental Clinic and the Resource Center Dallas Nu-
trition Program. Military haircuts, boot blacking,
silent auction, uniform contest and more are all
part of the evening. Dallas Eagle, 5740 Maple Ave.
8:30 p.m. LeatherKnights.org.

Prime Timers play bingo at private residence. 7
p.m. Call 972-504-8866 for details.

ART
Stilettos and Candy featuring the work of local
out artist Robb Conover. Kettle Art Gallery, 2714
Elm St. 7 p.m. Through May 22.  KettleArt.com.

SUNDAY 05.16
COMMUNITY
Dignity Dallas sponsors Roman Catholic liturgy.
Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Road. 6
p.m. 214-521-5342 ext. 1732. DignitytDallas.org.

The ONE Church West Sunday services. First Jef-
ferson Unitarian Universalist Church, 1959 Sandy
Lane, Fort Worth. 3 p.m. OneChurchTX.org. 

30/40Something social group meets weekly.
Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Road. 10
a.m. CathedralOfHope.com.

Youth First Texas Collin County. LGBTQ youth
group in the North Dallas. 1200 Commerce St.,
Suite 121, Plano. 6 p.m. 214-879-0400.

Oak Lawn Tennis Association. Samuell-Grand
Center, 6200 E. Grand Ave. 9 a.m. OLTADallas.org.

ASK AND TELL |
The Eagle makes
fundraising sexy
with its Military
Maneuvers event
Saturday.
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Expressions, a free gender support group led by
volunteers. Sponsored by Dallas Gender Society.
Resource Center Dallas, 2701 Reagan St. 7 p.m.

Cowtown Leathermen cookout. Best Friends
Club, 2620 East Lancaster Ave., Fort Worth.

Prime Timers play Uno at member residence. 2
p.m. Call 972-504-8866 for information.

The Set, for mature-minded SGL African-American
men to create a community meets. South Dallas
Cultural Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh Ave. 6 p.m.

Gaymsters bridge club. Cathedral of Hope, 5910
Cedar Springs Road. 2 p.m.

Lutherans Concerned, LGBT affirming group for
Lutherans. King of Glory Lutheran Church, 6411
LBJ Freeway. 7 p.m. 214-855-4998.

Order of St. Francis and St. Clare every first and
third Sunday. Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar
Springs Road. 12:30 p.m. 

Family Pride Coalition, a monthly support group
for gay and lesbian parents and their children,
meets at a private home. For time and location, call
214-521-5342 ext. 1708.

Friends Associating and Relating,
LGBT social group meets for events and
nights out. Newcomers welcome and no
dues. Call 214-328-6749 for details.

BROADCAST
Lambda Weekly. This week’s guest is
Jon Paul Buchmeyer, author of Alphabet
City. 89.3 KNON-FM at noon.

Cathedral of Hope worship service. Ch.
8 at 12:35 a.m.

FILM
Queer Film Series of Black Cinemath-
eque presented by the Fahari Arts Insti-
tute. This month’s feature is Dark and
Lovely, Soft and Free, a documentary
about gay hairstylists in South Africa.
South Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S.
Fitzhugh Ave. 6:30 p.m. $5.

MONDAY 05.17
COMMUNITY
Dallas Prime Timers play bridge at member’s resi-
dence. 1 p.m. Call 972-504-8866 for details.

Caffeine + Character. Cathedral of Hope youth
meeting for ages 14-22 at Buli Café, 3908 Cedar
Springs Road. 

Career Assistance Ministry meets at Cathedral of
Hope, 5910 Cedar Springs Road. Noon. Cathe-
dralofhope.com.

F.A.C.E., support group for those impacted by
HIV/AIDS in any capacity. Cathedral of Hope, 5910
Cedar Springs Road. 7 p.m. Cathedralofhope.com.

Self Esteem support group meets weekly. AIDS
Outreach Center, 400 N. Beach St., Fort Worth. 1:30
p.m. 817-229-4621. AOC.org.

BROADCAST
The Rick Vanderslice Show streams Monday–Fri-
day from noon–2 p.m. on RationalRadio.org.

ART ATTACK | Robb Conover’s show
‘Stilettos and Candy’ opens this week at
Kettle Art in Deep Ellum.
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TUESDAY 05.18
COMMUNITY
Sista to Sista support group meets. AIDS Outreach
Center, 400 N. Beach St., Fort Worth. 11:30 a.m.
817-335-1994 ext. 204. AOC.org. 

Dallas FrontRunners meet at Knox Street entrance
of Katy Trail. 6:30 p.m. Dallasfrontrunners.org.

Q’s-Day Potluck. All are welcome to this friendly,
casual LGBT gathering. The Corporate Image, 5418
Brentwood Stair Road, Fort Worth, 817-446-3395.

Stonewall Democrats of Dallas. Ojeda’s Restau-
rant, 4617 Maple Ave. 6:30 p.m. 214-887-4990.

Lesbian Book Club. Borders Books Music Cafe,
10720 Preston Road. 7 p.m. Julie at 214-363-1243.

WEDNESDAY 05.19
COMMUNITY
Dallas Prime Timers play bridge at member’s resi-
dence. 7 p.m. Call 972-504-8866 for details.

Apartment Managers and Stakeholders Crime
Watch. Oak Lawn Branch library, 4100 Cedar
Springs Road. Noon. 214-670-1359.

United Court of the Lone Star Empire (UCLSE).
social. 7 p.m. Dallas Eagle. 5740 Maple Ave.

Prime Timers Prime Lunch at Black Eyed Pea,
3857 Cedar Springs Road. Noon. Call 972-504-
8866 for details.

THURSDAY 05.20
COMMUNITY
Standing on the Promises Alcoholics Anonymous
group meets. Cathedral of Hope, 5910 Cedar
Springs Road, Room 107. Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Career Fellowship group. Cathedral of Hope, 5910
Cedar Springs Road. 7 p.m. 972-662-4499.

JEWEL Lesbian Fiction Book Club meets to dis-
cuss Stranded by Blayne Cooper. Cooper joins in
the discussion via speakerphone. iLume, 4123
Cedar Springs Road. 6:30 p.m. 

THEATER
Everything in the Garden by Edward Albee about
a couple who’s obsession with keeping up with the

rich neighbor leads them into a rollercoaster of
morality issues. Presented by Rover Dramawerks at
the Cox Building Playhouse, 1517 H Ave., Plano.
Through June 12. $16–$19. RoverDramawerks.com

FILM
CSMA Outdoor Movie Series every Thursday in
summer on the TMC patio. Showtime is officially 8
p.m. but always at darkfall. Visit site for listing of
films. TMC: The Mining Company, 3903 Cedar
Springs Rd. Free. ShopCedarSprings.com.

calendar

this week’s solution

CASH VALUE | One couple tries too hard to keep up with the Jones’ in ‘Everthing in the Garden’ which
opens this week.
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starvoice amusements

By Jack Fertig

TAURUS  Apr 20-May 20 
If you can’t resist impulse shopping, save the tags and receipts.
Friends won’t guard you against temptation. Economical ways to
indulge your playful streak can inspire resourcefulness. 

GEMINI  May 21-Jun 20 
The spotlight can feel uncomfortable, but what you’re most
afraid of people seeing can become your greatest strength. A lit-
tle vulnerability to others will prove to your advantage.          

CANCER  Jun 21-Jul 22 
Remembering the Golden Rule can determine whether you
come off as incredibly shrewd or just bitchy. If you can be gener-
ous in dealing with the faults of others, you will gain respect.      

LEO  Jul 23-Aug 22 
Being incredibly sexy is too easy. Your real challenge is in daring
great risks for others. That’s even sexier, but keep focused on
the higher ideals and the lower ones will also be well met.        

VIRGO  Aug 23-Sep 22
Much as you’d like to crack the whip on all those other screw-
ups, you need to discipline yourself and find opportunities in
helping them. Relax, meditate and it will all be easier.  

LIBRA  Sep 23-Oct 22 
It’s only brown-nosing if you don’t mean it. Malicious gossip re-
flects more on tellers than subjects. Keep your motives and ac-
tions sincere to glide ahead without any mud touching you.          

SCORPIO  Oct 23-Nov 21 
Let your friends set you up on a blind date. It won’t work out the
way they intend, but instead of true love, you could make a very
good new friend, perhaps with benefits.     

SAGITTARIUS  Nov 22-Dec 20 
Unanticipated changes at home will benefit you. If you can’t trust
your partner, who can you trust? Logic may obstruct real com-
munication. You might say it better with a cookie or a kiss.        

CAPRICORN  Dec 21-Jan 19 
Your mind needs a challenge to understand other perspectives.
With focus and creativity you can draw out your opponents. Find
common ground by looking into your core values.

AQUARIUS  Jan 20-Feb 18 
Erotic inspirations can open your creativity depending on your
upbringing. Whether adhering to those or rebelling against them
serves you better is answered best in mediation.   

PISCES  Feb 19-Mar 19 
You are exaggerating real problems in your relationship. Get
some perspective. A parent may be helpful, but looking at your
parents and checking for repeating patterns is probably better. 

ARIES  Mar 20-Apr 19 
For the sake of personal security, be careful with your secrets.
Passion may suggest sharing a house key, but think carefully
about it. Advice is well-intentioned, but ill-considered.   

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAY

Annise Parker turns 54 on Monday. The
newest mayor of Houston is also the first
openly gay mayor of a city in the U.S. with
over a million residents. So, clearly, Parker
is a big deal. Plus, it doesn’t hurt that Time
magazine listed her at 13 in their World’s
Most Influential People issue. Maybe that’s
her new lucky number; unless she goes
higher on the list next year.

The sun’s entering Gemini, Venus Cancer, and both are as-
pecting Jupiter, Uranus, Saturn and Neptune! Seek ways to
build communities and networks to survive the major political
storms. Tribalist defenses and polarizing into camps is too
tempting. Work instead to build communications, especially
where they seem counter-intuitive. 

Jack Fertig can be reached at 415-864-8302 or Starjack.com

THIS WEEK
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Across
1 Worn-out stallions
5 Sound of three men in a tub
10 Speak like a tough guy
14 Middle Eastern sultanate
15 Undeliverable letter, in post-office slang
16 Capable of performing
17 Stuff out of your shaft?
20 “Evita” composer Lloyd Webber
21 DeGeneres’ “Finding ___”
22 Stroke your furry one
23 Breeder’s concern
25 You may take it out before a blow job
27 Ukraine, once (abbr.)
28 Slangy home
30 Bottom’s cry
31 Scrolls at Beth Chayim Chadashim
33 Box tops
34 Cutie at a gay bar?
37 Minor dispute
39 Gertrude with a beer mug?
40 Like a “Man of la Mancha” knight
43 Give some relief
44 “Isn’t ___ bit like you and me?” (“Nowhere
Man”)

47 End of an Oscar Wilde title
49 Bonheur’s motives
51 ‘70s org. of kidnappers
52  Kind of time
54  Salon staple
55 Ticketed a homophobe?
58 Engrossed with
59 “Desperate Housewives”, and others
60  “Money ___ object!”
61 Dick Tracy’s girlfriend Trueheart
62  Spine-chilling
63 Many, many moons

Down
1 Itinerant folk
2 It tops a B
3 Mate of a heterosexual goose
4 Mortimer, with a wooden head
5 Where the rubber meets the road, in winter
6 Tyler of “Lord of the Rings”
7 Alternatives to asses
8 Successfully donated sperm
9 Trapped, with “in”
10 The daily grind
11 Ian McKellen played a Nazi war criminal
in this film
12 Took the wheel
13 Cole’s family
18 Completely faithful
19 Top drawer
24 “Great balls of fire!”
26 Follows up on a kiss?
29 “On the Beach” author Nevil
31 Atlas was one
32 Weapon of Caesar’s day
34 Search requirements
35 Put straight
36 “At Swim, Two Boys” writer Jamie
37 Deems necessary
38 Confection with nuts
41 Uncool sort
42 Fly over the equator
44 Like Brando’s Godfather voice
45 San Fernando Valley locale
46 Hubby of Demi
48 Lake site of gay and lesbian ski week
50 Old photo color
53 “Maude” producer
56 Canon camera
57 Cost-of-living stat

This Paper is 100%
RECYCLABLE

q-puzzle

Solution on page 49

Kined Words
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Carson, Josiah, Joel and Cat at BJʼs NXS!

Justin at Zippers.Pacis, Jennifer, Liz and Myra at the Drama Room.

John and Adam at Rush.

Amber and Kassalinda at Best Friends Club.

Didi and Chris at Jackʼs Backyard.

Moses and David at the Dallas Eagle.

Get some rest, because you could have lots going on this week .... Sue
Ellen’s welcomes Deborah Vial and her band the Kegels back to Dallas Friday
night. Ciao Bella will open the show. Saturday, they bring in the Mojo Dolls to
rock the house .... Head to Deep Ellum to check out Kettle Art’s newest
show, Stilettos and Candy, featuring the art of local gay artist Robb Conover
.... It’s GayBingo Cabaret this Saturday at the Rose Room and this time they
are bringing special guest hosts Sybil Summers and hunky Richie Whitt from
105.3 The Fan. We hear he’s been working out, so maybe he’ll flex some-
thing for ya .... Perhaps our favorite team name of this softball season is the
Donkey Punchers. See them up close — minus the punching part — and
get your car soaped up at their car wash fundraiser this Saturday starting at
11 a.m. at the Brick .... The Leather Knights host Military Maneuvers at the
Dallas Eagle Saturday night. Bring you and your fetish out for some sweet
soldier action. The event also benefits local organizations, so it’ll be nothing to
feel guilty about .... The first Extra Innings event for the softball team ilume
DragOns happens at the ilume courtyard and pool. Complete with raffle,
drinks, live DJ and sporty guys in bathing suits. This has some nice potential
for great Facebook photos .... Equality March Texas has our interest with their
first ever Straight Guy Dragoff 2010 Sunday night at the Double-Wide also in
Deep Ellum. Hetero dudes trying on dresses? We’re all over this one. The
event benefits EMT ....  How’s that for your fun time selection this week? We
know we’re loving it ....

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREGORY HAYES

LIFE+STYLE
scene
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Open House Sun. 5/16 2-4 pm 
Stevens Park Estates

Charming Tudor Home Built In 1934

2 Bed • 1 Bath • Loft • Saline Pool
Large Deck • 1294 SqFt. • $265,000

2016 Old Orchard Drive
Dallas, Texas 75208

469-879-0788Oak Lawn Townhouse
4347 Dickason #110

2/2.5/2 • 1172 Sqft
Owner Finance

Low Down Payment Easy Qualifications

$84,900 • 214-772-8119

Condo w/ 2 Master Bedrooms
Central Market, SMU, Mockingbird Station, NorthPark

2 Parking Spaces • Hardwood Floors
Stainless Steel Appliances • Patio  
Near Train Station • $875/month

Jessi: 214.476.1513

3006 Plaudit Place • Chapel Downs

New Gunite Pool w/ Flagstone Trim & Patio
Master Bedroom has Attached Study

COMPLETELY REMODELED KITCHEN
Granite Counter Tops, Stainless Appliances
SUNROOM W/ PICTURE WINDOWS 

Colleen Hemphill • Your Neighborhood Realtor
214-718-9762 • colleenhemphill@kw.com

www.colleenhemphill.com

• 4 Bedroom
• 2.5 Bath 
• 3 LAs
• 2 Car

Beautifully 
Updated
2823 SqFt. 
$239,900

3 Bed • 2.5 Bath • 2 Car Garage
Wooden floors, Granite Counter Tops, Stainless Apls.

Master Bedroom, w/ on-suite bath, Tray Ceilings
Private backyard. Located in Richardson

Minutes from UTD & 75 Central
$180,000 • 214-830-0573

2008 Beautiful Garden Home 
In Gated CommunityREAL ESTATE

For Sale

REAL ESTATE
For Sale

REAL ESTATE
For Sale

REAL ESTATE
For Sale

STUNNING LAKE HOUSE BUILT IN 2009
3 Bed • 2.5 Bath

FANTASTIC VIEW 
TO OPEN WATER

The Perfect Weekend
or Full-Time Spot!

$294,500

Weeping Mortar Brick Design, Granite Counters
Custom Cabinets, Views of Water from All Rooms

Slate Tile Master Bath with 3 shower heads 
Party Deck, Boat House, Outdoor Fireplace

And Fabulous Neighbors
www.113LostForest.com •  214-675-5504

Bluffview/Preston Hollow Area
3 Bed • 3 Bath • 2 Car Garage 

$439,975 • MLS#11327891 • 214-212-3923

• 2400 Sq.Ft.
• 2 Living Areas 
• Master Retreat 
• Modern Kitchen
• Completely Remodeled
• Sprinkler System 
• Hardwoods • New HVAC

FREE DATABASE OF DALLAS’ TOP
GAY & LESBIAN REALTORS®

COMPARE PROFILES 
& CHOOSE THE ONE YOU TRUST

Quick & Free! 
888.420.MOVE (6683) • WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM

SYCAMORE TREE
APARTMENT HOMES

1 BEDROOM COTTAGES begin at $614
2 BEDROOM TOWNHOMES begin at $890

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE A 
50% DISCOUNT ON THE DEPOSIT.

    • Hardwood Floors
    • Plantation Blinds 
    • Full Size W/D Conn. 
    In Every Home  
    • Pet Friendly
    • Free Covered Parking
    • Beautiful Pool 
    • Gated Community  
    • Lush Landscaping With 
    Unique Courtyards

LOCATED IN A 
PARK LIKE NEIGHBORHOOD

214-528-6350
5051 Lahoma Street  Dallas, Texas  
PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY BH MANAGEMENT

An EQUAL opportunity PET community

OAK LAWN 
NEIGHBORHOOD CHARM

OAK LAWN PARK LIKE ENVIRONMENT
1/1 River Oaks Condo

Balcony with fantastic view of creek and magnolia
trees, new appliances, marble entry & mirrored
walls thru-out.  Ceiling fans, convenient covered

parking below. Excellent condition.  
Available Now.    Please no pets. No Smokers.

$695+Util.  Cable & alarm system Included.
Brian. 504-606-0252 214-520-2239

CREEK VIEW FROM UNIT

BETTER THAN NEW!
$162,500        2434 Searcy       Oak Cliff

3 bdrm.-2 bath home. Redone from the studs. Updated 
electrical, roof, windows, air ducts, Central H&A. Ext. walls &
attic insulated.  Custom-made cabinets in kitchen. Stainless
steel appliances.  Hardwood & ceramic tile flooring. Lots of
crown molding. Canned lighting.  Screened-in porch+open
patio. Covered deck on front. Walk to DART rail station. 
Call Greg Hutchinson, agt. @ 214-566-8143.

Ebby  Ha l l i day  R ea l  E s t a t e

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
To Share

ROOMMATE WANTED

$795/Mo.   817-797-6669

3 story, 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo 
in Oak Lawn (Dallas) area. 

Private entrance to your room from outside. 
Large Patio. Gated parking!

All bills paid + maid every other week.
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A ONE INCH AD IN THE

DALLAS VOICE 
IS ONLY $27/WEEK
OR $91.80/4WEEKS

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

N.E. Oak Lawn
Two bedroom with a private garden and efficiency 
residences in a predominately lesbian and gay, small quiet
gated community.   Recently renovated inside and out.
Mediterranean front with beautiful landscaping.  4 inch
door casings, 7 inch baseboards, crown molding, ceiling
fans and track lighting.  Individual heat and AC.  Gay
owned & managed.

2 bedroom, 1 bath, w/private garden
$940/Mo. + elect.   Avail. Now.

Efficiency $595/Mo. + Elect.   Avail. Now.

The Villas on Holland
4210 Holland Ave., # 107 at Douglas

214-770-1214

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

LOVE FIELD
Near SW Medical Center

$775+util.  214-533-2392

1100 Sq.Ft., 2/1.5 Townhouse.  Security system, 
fireplace, W/D connections, large patio, 
8 x 10 storage shed.  Non-smokers only.

&Tree Top Apartments Bailiwick Apartments

20% OFF FIRST MONTHS RENT when you mention this ad.

214-521-0140        
4207 Bowser

214-521-5381        
4425 Gilbert

Studios
$455 - $555  All Bills Paid

One Bedrooms
$655 - $715  All Bills Paid

• Berber Carpet
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry Facility
• Gated / Covered Parking 
• Near Highland Park
• Beautifully Landscaped

• Across From Park
• Pool 
• On Site Laundry Facility
• Wood Floor Look
• Near Highland Park
• Ask about move in specials!

Studios
$450 - $525  plus bills

One Bedrooms
$550 - $680  plus bills
Two Bedrooms
$900  plus bills

2 RIVER OAKS CONDOS 
Wooded view, low bills, covered parking, gated, pool.
1/1 $650/Mo.     2/2 $795/Mo. 

4930 WORTH ST., 1/1/sunroom
Lakewood /Swiss Ave. Area.  Upscale professional apartment,

Large rooms & closets,  1500 Sq.Ft. $1195/Mo. 
214-450-1739

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

PARKFORD OAKS APARTMENTS

BEST KEPT SECRET 
IN OAK LAWN

   • Intrusions Alarms
   • Includes Stackable Washer/Dryer
   • Entertainment Serving Bars
   • Creek Views Available

214-520-0282
parkfordoaks.com

One Bedroom Community
STARTING AT $639*

$199 Move - In* *select units/limited time only

Mention this ad for $100 off first months rent! 

SYCAMORE TREESYCAMORE TREE
APARTMENT HOMES

1 BEDROOM COTTAGES begin at $614
2 BEDROOM TOWNHOMES begin at $890

OAK LAWN 
NEIGHBORHOOD CHARM

MENTION THIS AD & RECEIVE A 
50% DISCOUNT ON THE DEPOSIT.

    • Hardwood Floors
    • Plantation Blinds 
    • Full Size W/D Conn. 
    In Every Home  
    • Pet Friendly
    • Free Covered Parking
    • Beautiful Pool 
    • Gated Community  
    • Lush Landscaping With 
    Unique Courtyards

LOCATED IN A 
PARK LIKE NEIGHBORHOOD

214-528-6350
5051 Lahoma Street  Dallas, Texas  
PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY BH MANAGEMENT

An EQUAL opportunity PET community

$299 MOVE IN 
SPECIAL

Crescent ViewCrescent View
Always Affordable In Oak Lawn
EFFICIENCIES, 1 & 2 BEDROOMS

RATES STARTING AT $510
      • Central Heat & Air          • Limited Access
      • Conveniently Located      • Awesome Landscaping

214-528-3120 2924 Lucas Dr.
Visit us on the web at crescentviewapts.com

Under New Management

Hondo Park
2544 Hondo Ave. Dallas, TX 75219

214.522.8436

$199 First Months Rent
6 Different Floorplans • Updated 1 Bedrooms  

All Bills Paid + Basic Cable
Gated Entry, Tropical Pool, Hot Tub, 

Exercise Facility, Ceiling Fans, 
Large Walk-in Closet & Balcony

Hardwood Floors & Covered Parking with Select Units

A Mid-Rise 
Apartment Community 

on the Las Colinas Canal
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartment Homes
1 Bedrooms From $680/Mo*
Limited Time Only

Mention this Ad for Additional Discounts

972.300.1200
www.lagunavistaapts.com

• Controlled Access Gates
Intrusion Alarms

• Clubhouse with Coffee Bar 
& Large Screen TV

• 24 HR. Fitness Facility 
with Wet & Dry Sauna

• 2 Dog Parks 
We are very pet friendly!

• Business Center • Wi-Fi
• Covered Parking

Direct Access & Detached Garages
• 2 Pools / Hot Tub
• Stainless Appliances in Select Units
• Full-Size W/D Connections
• Crown Molding
• Valet Trash Service 

Package Receiving

4606 Cedar Springs 
Dallas, TX 75219
214.523.7000

leasing@madisonatcedarsprings.com

MadisonAtCedarSprings.com

Unique 1 • 2 • 3  Bedroom Floor Plans

Office Hours
Monday – Friday: 9:00am – 6:00pm

Saturday – 10:00am – 4:00pm
Sunday – 1:00pm – 4:00pm

Corporate Leases Available

1st Month Rent is FREE!

Rawlins Chateau Apartments

Efficiency
• 375 Sq.Ft.

1 Bed/1 Bath
• 500 Sq.Ft.

• Carpet
• On-Site Laundry
• Gated Access 
• On-Site manager
• Small Pets Okay
• Ceiling Fans In Living Rooms

Oak Lawn • 3929 Rawlins • Dallas, TX 75219
Manager: 214.498.7222  Office: 214.522.6569

Call George For The Best Deal in Oak Lawn

BRYAN PLACE  
1BEDROOM CONDO

Downtown view, underground parking, 
W/D in unit,  2-story living room, loft bedroom.

$650 + electricity
Get There First Realty 214 522 5700  ext 1

2 STORY DUPLEX 
With Great Neighbors  •  Walnut Hill/Marsh Area.

4/2.5/2, with private pool, $1350/Mo. 
Approx. 2000 SQ.FT. Available June. 1st 

ALSO AVAILABLE NOW.
3/2.5/2,  1750 Sq.Ft.   $1025/Mo.

214-683-1770
Great Home

Off Mockingbird near
Greenville and Skillman

2/1, hard wood floors, recently updated,
granite countertops, 2 car garage 

private cornner lot,  saltwater pool.
$1350/Mo. Gardner & pool service included.

804-366-6849

Small Quiet Complex
• 1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH  

$535+ELECT.
Large closets, hardwood floors.

214-526-4390

MOVE IN SPECIAL!!

Quaint Oak Lawn Small Complex
2 Bedroom, 2 bath, $850/Mo. All Bills Paid.

• Covered Parking • Access Gates
• Pool • Onsite Manager 

(Lewis) 214-526-4991

Manager Look & Lease Special
With This Coupon!

1 Bedroom 1 Bath Condo
Near Love Field & Southwest Medical Center

Mahanna & Cedar Springs
Pool with Nice Surroundings 

$695 • All Bills Paid
214.577.7080

Great Neighborhood & Location.  Walk to Whole Foods.
All new SS appliances, new carpet, new counter tops, new tile
back splash, all new bathrooms, laundry facilities on property.
214-528-4100  Call for info & appointment.

4427 HOLLAND
1/1, UPSTAIRS UNIT, QUIET & SECURE BUILDING

TOTALLY RENOVATED   •   $750/MO.
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INSURANCEINSURANCE

REAL ESTATE
For Rent

COMPUTER CONSULTANT
PC HELP 

NETWORK SUPPORT
VIRUS REMOVAL - $40/HR.

www.pyattconsulting.com
Cell 214-228-4617

SERVICES

High Wire Computer Services
Certified

Experienced
Professional

972-742-9330
highwirecomputer.com
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Proudly Serving 
All of Texas

StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808   3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Ste. 110StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808 3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Ste. 110

Over 30 home & auto insurance companies.
One call gets multiple quotes! 

STEVEN GRAVES 
INSURANCE AGENCY

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH  
BUSINESS • HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATIONS

MICHAEL SMITH
214.220.1100  •  msmith21@farmersagent.com
3100 Carlisle St Suite 114  •  Dallas, Tx 75204

IS ABOUT FAMILY.
In an age of impersonal business transactions 

& fleeting loyalties, Farmers is proud of its 
commitment to personal service:

a commitment we've honored for more than 80 years.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE.

HOME • CONDO • RENTERS • AUTO • LIFE • UMBRELLA • COMMERCIAL

PETS

Y

OM

ay 

Rescued domestic rabbits for 
adoption: neutered, litter trained

Indoor homes only North TX Rabbit
Sanctuary www.ntrs.org

Contact:  ntrs_tx@yahoo.com 
972-205-1881

R

MOVERS

FREE
Free Exact Online Quote

DrMove.com
972-929-3098 or 1-888-Dr-Move-1

Call Now For 10% off!  Promo Code 228

BOXES, TAPE &
BUBBLE WRAP

DOT # B589368

Licensed & Insured Movers
Family owned•No hidden costs 

972-941-8000
www.BestMoveInDFW.com

Best Move 
in DFW
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GRAMMY

SITS
GRAMMY

SITS
Pet & House Sitting Services

Uneasy about boarding your pets 
or leaving your home empty while on 

vacation or on out-of-town trips?  
Need someone to water your plants?

Call Grammy & give your pets, home &
plants tender loving care!  References.

214-923-4019  Sharla

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Wanna Be A Virgin Again?
Virgin Couriers, a Fun Lesbian Owned Company 

is hiring full time couriers. 
Must Have: Full Size Truck and proof 

of insurance, make excellent money
and enjoy your job too! 

Call 972-279-0101

AAI is seeking a Community &
Client Services Director to manage
various programs including case

management, client intake, 
community outreach, HIV/STD 

prevention and testing, and other
psychosocial services. Masters 

degree required. Forward resumes
to:  careers@aidsarms.org.

Full-time database administrator /
revenue specialist position managing

fund-raising database, supporting
other agency databases, and 

coordinating incoming revenue from
a wide variety of fund-raising ap-

peals and events.  See www.rcdal-
las.org for complete details.

AAI is seeking a registered nurse to
provide care for HIV+ patients.Com-

prehensive patient care,
clinical trials and research are daily

activities. Requires a TX RN license. 
Forward resumes to 

careers@aidsarms.org

Full-time Development Associate /
Grant Writer.Candidate will coordi-
nate grant related efforts including: 

writing proposals, research, 
management of reporting, & dead-
lines. College degree and previous
grant writing experience required. 
See www.rcdallas.org for details.

WAREHOUSE POSITION 
FOR FAST PACE 

SERVICE BUSINESS

Full Time or Part Time
OFFICE POSITION 

FOR FAST PACE 
SERVICE BUSINESS

BENEFITS:
Health, Holidays, Vacation & Pension.  

Fax resume to:  214-637-4479  
or email to applicant4547@att.net 
and call next day  214-630-3999.

JOB DUTIES:
Load & unload company service vehicles 
(less than 60 lbs.), Inventory control, 
clean vehicles, warehouse, and office 

and run errands.  Driver’s license, no DWI’s.  
Mon, Tue, (off Wed) Thu & Fri, 6:30 am  – 4:30 pm.  

3 or 4 Sat. per month, 12 noon – 4:30 pm
$9 - $11 per Hr. + OT.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Team player, organized, self motivated and com-
puter proficient (Quick Books Pro).  Job duties:
computers, phones, filing faxing and mailing.  

Mon.-Fri. with 1 hr lunch.  $12 -$14 per hour.

UPTOWN • $595 - $975 • 214-526-3810

Somerset Apartments
4418 Travis @ Knox

QUIET, GATED COMMUNITY.
Covered parking, two pools.  Katy trail.  W/D in some units.

Minutes to downtown.  Pets OK.  
1 & 2  bedrooms available.  Call for special! ( Larry )

EAST DALLAS
PARKDALE FRIENDLY OPEN NEIGHBORHOOD

3/2/1 Car Garage, 1500 Sq.Ft.  Totally updated,
hardwood floors, central heat & air.  New kitchen &

cabinets, acid stained concrete counter tops, 
all appliances, fenced back yard, W/D conn. 

Lease At $1100/Mo.
Lease/Purchase Option  • Owner Finance 
Available May 7th.   Grant 469-939-9445

Dallas Voice Classifieds
Always Make Me Smile.

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY 214-754-8710
Greg Ext. 123       Chance Ext. 127
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MaleBodyShop.com
Waxing Shaving & Clipping

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds
DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds
DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

HOME SERVICES
General

HOME SERVICES
General

We’ll Beat Your Lowest Estimate!
TOTAL HOME REPAIRS
SMALL JOBS OK. Call Until Midnight     
Tom 214-426-5533 • 214-727-3216 cell

• KITCHENS • BATHS • PAINT • DRYWALL
• TILE • ELECTRICAL REPAIRS • MASONRY REPAIRS

• BUILD/REBUILD • FENCES • DECKS • TREE  TRIMMING
• LANDSCAPING • ARBORS • PLUMBING

ALL TYPES OF CONSTRUCTION & REPAIRS
TRAINED IN EVERY FIELD
Able to take on large & small jobs. 

Electrical, Carpentry, Plumbing, Cabinetry, Custom Tile, Custom
Kitchens & Baths,Complete Remodels, New Builds.  We Do It All !

ALL PHASE
CONSTRUCTION
214-886-6260
CONSTRUCTION

YOUR IDEAS ARE
OUR GREATEST 

DESIGNS!

FREE ESTIMATES!

Mitch Cooper 972-935-8058

• Remodeling  • Landscaping
• Home Repair  • Sheetrock
• Interior / Exterior Painting

• Apt / Rental  “Make Ready”
Free Consultations & Bids.  References Available.

HOME SERVICES
Landscaping

MALIK LANDSCAPE
DESIGN&

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPE NEEDS
• Fences • Sprinkler Systems 

• New Garden Designs & Maintenance 
• Weekly Mowing

Free Estimates  Call Sean 214-675-7947

HOME SERVICES
Air Conditioning & Heating

HOME SERVICES
Cleaning

GET SPARKLED

Call Ray at 214-244-0406

HOUSE CLEANING
Office and retail cleaning too!

We also do windows & carpet cleaning.

GET SPARKLED

Merrill Leisure Construction
Residential & Commercial

Complete
Remodeling, Repair & Renovation

Rich Merrill: 972-418-1102
Serving The Metroplex Since 1980

HOME SERVICES
Plumbing

HOME SERVICES
Upholstery

••
•

Full Service Plumbing 

No Job Too Small  •  All Work Guaranteed 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Astro Plumbing

M-36580

20 Years in Business • Call Michael
214-566-9737

BENJAMIN’S PAINTBENJAMIN’S PAINT
“PROFESSIONAL WORK

INSIDE & OUT “
• Paint • Texture • Drywall • Tile

214-725-6768

HOME SERVICES
Painting

TONYRTHEPAINTER@NETSCAPE.COM

THE
PAINTER
INTERIOR - EXTERIOR
20 YRS EXPERIENCE,  FREE ESTIMATES

TONY R. 972-754-1536

Residential Quality House Painting

Interior • Exterior 
Custom Painting  • Free Estimates

Todd Newton:
214-724-7604

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

The Body Shop
Body Waxing & More

By Richard
In/Out Calls

972-814-4823
www.bodywax.webs.com

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds
DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

• Kitchen & Baths • Room Additions • Electrical • Plumbing 
For All Your Remodeling Needs Call Antonio!

Satisfaction & low price guaranteed.   Small Jobs OK 

Classic Remodeling & Construction
NEED HOME REPAIRS & REMODELING DONE?
Don’t want to pay the high prices most contractors charge?

Free Estimates!  469.878.6932
or visit us at ClassicRemodelingAndConstruction.com

• Haircuts 
• Massage 
• Back Waxing 
• Manscaping

MARK WOODRUFF

214.587.1913
www.MimageCenter.com

image Center 
For Men

Oakwood Tower Bldg.
3626 N. Hall St. # 727

M

LIONS PAD
www.lionspad.com

Located in Oaklawn
Upholstery • Finishes • Decoration

214-628-6017
mattyleon@lionspad.com

INSURANCE

Dental Insurance
FabulousDental.com

ROBERT YORK
House Cleaning Serv ice

469-442-7694

Residential & Commercial
Free Estimates 

11 Years Experience
References

Adrian Guerrero
214-587-1787

Elite Lawn & Maid Services

Jade AirJade Air
Air Conditioning 

& Heating 
PROMPT EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

VISA, MC, AMX, DISC

SERVICE•SALES•INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

DUCT CLEANING 
NOW AVAILABLE.

214.522.2805 • 214.923.7904

jadeairdallas.com
SERVING THE GLBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

TACLB014472E

I HEAR
YOU’RE HOT !!

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

EDDIE’S QUALITY PAINTING
Spring Special $175 for one room*
Walls only, includes paint,  *average size room.
Interior/exterior tape, bedding & texture 

• Power Washing • Fence Staining • Front Door Stain Refinishing
MINOR CARPENTRY WORK ALSO AVAILABLE

469-471-8618  or  972-264-8771
20 Years Experience.   References Available.

$27
Per 

Column
Inch...

Dallas Voice Classifieds

214-754-8710

Look to the Future...
DallasVoice.com/Classifieds

PERSONAL CARE 
Salons/Stylists

Dallas Haircuts
Men & Women

3701 W. Northwest Hwy Suite 156
Dallas, Texas 75220

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Call Dianna: 214.358.3900

$10 Men • $15 Women
The 10th Dallas Haircut is FREE 

and Referrals Count as a Dallas Haircut

$49
Facials

General
Construction

Free Estimates 469-826-7911

WOOD FLOORS, TILE, SHEET ROCK, TAPE AND BED,
TEXTURE, PAINTING, WINDOWS, DOORS, FENCES,

DECKS, PLUMBING, ROOFS & MORE.
Free Estimates 469-826-7911
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$55  
SMU AREA

FULL BODY
GLENN

214-368-4933
MT-001497

Connective 
Touch

Mike’s Massage for Men
817-308-7370

mt# 102406

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Swedish Massage
Warm, caring,

professional touch.
Available 7 days a week.  

Last appnt 10 p.m.

Barry Batie 214.566.5762   
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Tranquil Massage
by J.R.  • Swedish • Deep Tissue

Gift Certificates 
Available

214.991.6921
Ask About Half Priced Mondays!

M
T - 0

2
1

8
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4

MASSAGEMASSAGE

MASSAGE FOR MEN IN OAK LAWN
Full-body Swedish & Sports

8 years experience
$40/hr In-Call 

Outcalls available too
Michael Winsor RMT, RN
214-207-0543

http://www.massagem4m.com/WinsorKnots

MASSAGE

GREATER HEALTH= BETTER LIFE
CALL JAY GREEN MASSAGE

214-280-0237
MASSAGE THERAPY • 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• Swedish • Deep Tissue   • Myofascial   • Energetics

MT-010482

Professional In-Calls Only 
9 am - 9 pm    Convenient Downtown Location

Brett
Hunter

6’8”, 285LB., ALL MUSCLE
BIG, STRONG HANDS
WITH A GENTLE TOUCH 

MassageM4M.com/TallMuscleMassage

Hotel Calls Welcome!!
469-471-2793 RMT 37347

• SWEDISH • DEEP TISSUE 
• SHIATSU AND MORE

Brett
Hunter

TAXES ALL DONE?
TRY MY 2 HOUR 

MASSAGE VACATION!

6’8”, 285LB., ALL MUSCLE
BIG, STRONG HANDS
WITH A GENTLE TOUCH
MassageM4M.com/TallMuscleMassage

469-471-2793 Hotel Calls Welcome!!

• SWEDISH • DEEP TISSUE 
• SHIATSU AND MORE

BrettHunterBrettHunter

ME-1917Your 1st
Massage
$49 
Voted Best

Massage Therapist

Dave May  
Professional 

Massage Therapist
214-520-2380

STRONG - GENTLE
19 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MT-40033     Tim - 469-396-6544

THERAPEUTIC
Wickedly Good!

MAJESTIC TOUCH MASSAGEMAJESTIC TOUCH MASSAGE

In/Out Calls
• MORNING
• NOON
• NIGHT
• LATE NIGHT

SPIRITUALITY 

MENTION THE DALLAS VOICE DISCOUNT

214.810.4531
MyDallasMassage.com
VISA - MC - DISCOVER -AMEX
MENTION THE DALLAS VOICE DISCOUNT

MANLY KNEADS
massage for men   

Full body Swedish/Deep Tissue  Massage.

CONVENIENT OAK LAWN LOC ATION.

Greg - 214-769-6686
www.ManlyKneads.com

MT19105

Caution: Man at Work
Full Body Massage

Garry
972.533.3948

10am-Midnight • Visa/MC
$65 In-Calls

$110 Out-Calls
MT-032742

Prime Timers, social organization 
for mature gay & bisexual men, and

admirers in a supportive 
atmosphere to enjoy social 

& recreational activities. 
Please Join Us!

Leadership opportunities available.
www.primetimers-dfw.org

972.504.8866

Romance In Style
GLBT Wedding & Anniversary Expo

Sunday May 16, 2010
Expo: Noon - 4pm

Warwick Melrose Hotel, Dallas
Ask About 

Vendor Booths & Sponsorship 
Opportunities

www.whywouldwe.org/expo
Contact: Kimberly Truax:

214.924.9302

Robert C.
Blyth
Age 48

Where Are You?
Help Me Locate My Missing Brother

If you have any information about

this individual please contact Kelly
505-504-5124

Bobbie Call Me - I Love You

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MASSAGE 
by Billy

DEEP TISSUE, SWEDISH, STONE, 
SALT SCRUBS, BODY GROOMING

In/Out • Professional
972-333-0369

M
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Colonic & Massage
www.ColonCareDallas.com

Office Hours
5:00-am-11:00pm

7 Days A Week
Don Blaylock
214-207-7430

VISA/MC   Gift Certificates  Available

$40 OFF
FIRST 2 COLONICS

MT-009328

RM
T 37347

Bodywork
by Mark

214.522.9101

PROFESSIONAL 
MASSAGE

SWEDISH
DEEP TISSUE
IN/OUT CALLS

MT-018076

Time To Relax
Call Clint

214.499.8145
MT-032241

Professional Massages
BYBrenton
Swedish • Deep Tissue

$75/Out Call
Southern  Serenity

UPDATED PHONE NUMBER
817-477-7057

MT-105244
MT-7634

KICK BACK WITH A

214-766-8769 
214-766-(TROY)

PROFESSIONAL 
SPORTS & DEEP TISSUE 

MASSAGE ONLY

STEVE’S
MASSAGE 
THERAPY
Simply The Best!

• SWEDISH • DEEP TISSUE
• TRIGGER POINT
Steve Dalbke

214-883-1448    214-871-2924

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leather Knights
MILITARY MANEUVERS
Saturday, May 15th | 9pm 

DALLAS EAGLE
Fundraiser benefiting 

Nelson-Tebedo Clinic & Resource
Center – Nutrition Program.

Silent Auction | Boot Blacking | 
Military Haircuts | Raffle | Uniform

Contest | Dance Party
www.leatherknights.org

MASSAGE

$45/HR. $75/90 MIN
INFO/PICS AT

WWW.DALLASBILL.COM
LUXURIOUS LOMI LOMI

STUDENTS/$25
214-923-0786 • LMT048804

F.A.C.E.
HIV/AIDS SUPPORT GROUP

Our group is open to everyone.
We meet Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in
room #107 at Cathedral Of Hope.

http://cathedralofhope.com

GayFlicks.com

INTERNET

TimSumlerTimSumler

214-558-4207 twsmassage@gmail.com

BalanceAndWellness.net
Swedish•Deep Tissue•Hot Stone 

Thai•Sports•Trigger Point
MT#110097

DallasVoice.com/Classifieds



05.14.10 • dallasvoice 59

Relax...

DallasVoice.com/Massage

$27
Per 

Column Inch...
Dallas Voice Classifieds

214-754-8710

Proudly Serving 
All of Texas

StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808   3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Ste. 110StevenGravesInsurance.com     214-599-0808 3500 Oak Lawn Ave. Ste. 110

Over 30 home & auto insurance companies.
One call gets multiple quotes! 

STEVEN GRAVES 
INSURANCE AGENCY
STEVEN GRAVES 

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH  
BUSINESS • HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATIONS

ITEMS FOR SALEITEMS FOR SALE

www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com
www.dallasvoice.com

MASSAGE

REIKI

PARENTING PARENTING

11611 LBJ Fwy. 
Garland, TX

75041

972-271-9900
C:469.328.5378 

Call
Georgia 
Tyler!

100% APPROVAL • WE SPECIALIZE IN 
Bad Credit • No Credit • Bankruptcy

2010 
Camaro! 

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

$$ We pay cash $$ 
On the spot for  
cars and trucks 

$$running or not$$
469-348-6362

Eric Montgomery 
Reiki Master/Teacher

972.800.9001
www.reikigarden.org

• Reiki
• Healing Attunement
• Distant Reiki Healing

Reiki Gardens
Bring Your Body 

Back To It’s 
Natural State, 

One Of Complete 
Wholeness & Balance...

• Relieve Stress/ Depression
• Assist in Weight Loss
• Help with Sleeplessness
• Stop Smoking

Need A Therapist?

214-766-9200

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

• A therapist who is 
   non-judgmental & compassionate
• A therapist who participates 
   and gives you feedback
• A safe environment in which to be
   open and discuss your feelings.
• Sliding scale for anyone who has 
   lost their income.  

Edward Richards
M.A., L.P.C.

214-766-9200

3 Critical Qualities You Should 
Expect From Your Therapist!

PSYCHOTHERAPISTSPSYCHOTHERAPISTS

For Texan gay men interested 
in becoming parents:

Dallas seminar about 
New Surrogacy Options

Saturday, May 15, 2010 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Four Seasons Resort and Club, Dallas

4150 North MacArthur Boulevard,  Irving, Texas

Come hear a gay father, a local surrogate mother, expert advice, 
practical tips and contacts for couples and singles. Sponsored by Circle Surrogacy, 

the nation's oldest gay owned and gay focused surrogate-parenting agency.  

Info/RSVP    nancy@circlesurrogacy.com    www.circlesurrogacy.com/texas

RELATIONSHIP
STRUGGLES?

Dr. Gary Kindley
Pastoral 
Counselor

3906 Lemmon Ave. Suite 207 
(Above la Madeleine)
www.drgk.org 

Metro: 817-312-9919
Day, Evening & Weekend
Appointments Available

LOW COST • SLIDING SCALE FEE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Joe Remsik, LCSW
CALL AND 

SCHEDULE TODAY!
214.616.4131 
JoeRemsik.com

Individuals, 
Couples & Families
Uptown Location

Evening & Weekend Hours 

Insurance Accepted

Coming Out Issues
Social Anxiety

HIV • Depression
Relationship Issues 
Self esteem Issues 
Trans-gender Issues
Body Image Issues
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