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2610 West Miller Rd • Garland • 972-926-0100
5832 E. Belknap • Haltom City • 871-831-3600

www.builderssurplustexas.com

Save 40% - 60%

The Largest Selection of Cabinets, Doors, 
Vanities and Tubs in the DFW Area

Smashing High Prices!

Call now 214.824.2009
Individuals, Couples & Groups

Deborah Beckman  Tim Myrick            
MS, LPC, NCC MEd, LPC, NCC             

UptownPsychotherapy.com
Names you know, names you trust 

for more than 20 years.

VISIT 

OUR IT
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LGBT Owned & Operated
Behind Full Circle Tavern

1319 S. Lamar St 214-208-3435 thefullcircletavern.com

Employment
Discrimination Lawyer

214-528-6500 • robwiley.com
2613 Thomas Ave., Dallas, TX 75204

Law Office of
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Complaint 
against  
Northaven 
UMC resolved

A complaint filed by 
a retired pastor against 
Northaven United 
Methodist Church and 
the Rev. Eric Folkerth 
has been resolved.

The Rev. Ben 
Marshall, who retired 

in 2000, officiated at the wedding of Northaven 
members Mike House and Cody McMahan at the 
church on April 22. The Rev. Fred Durham, also 
retired, filed the complaint against Marshall and 
Folkerth, senior pastor of the church, who did not 
participate in the wedding.

The Methodist Church still does not recog-
nize same-sex weddings and does not allow 
them in their churches. Pastors are banned from 
performing weddings for same-sex couples and 
churches are prevented from hosting weddings.

Marshall and Folkerth issued a joint statement 
that they are “sorry for any harm … caused to 
those who disagree with [their] understanding of 
[their] pastoral calling and covenant,” according 
to United Methodist News. Contacted by phone, 
Folkerth declined to comment on the case but 
said he is glad it was resolved and apologized to 
anyone who felt harmed by the wedding.

Northaven UMC is a Black Tie Dinner ben-
eficiary. LGBT members serve in Northaven 
leadership positions and form a large portion of 
the congregation.

The General Conference of the Methodist 
Church formed the Commission on a Way 
Forward to work through the impasse in the 
church on the issues of same-sex marriage and 
ordination of LGBT clergy. Currently, any member 
of the Methodist Church may file charges against 
a pastor for performing a same-sex wedding, 
even if that person is not related to that pastor’s 
church.

— David Taffet
 

4 arrested in 
connection  
with murder of 
Missouri trans-
gender teen

Four people have 
been arrested and 
charged in connection 
with the brutal murder 
of a 17-year-old trans-

gender girl earlier this 
month in Texas County, 

Missouri.
Ally Steinfeld, who had identified herself as 

transgender on social media, is the 21st trans-
gender person murdered this year. According to 
Texas County Sheriff’s Office officials, she was 
stabbed to death at a residence in Cabool, Mo., 
and then her body was mutilated and burned be-
fore being hidden nearby. Steinfeld was reported 
as missing by her family on Sept. 1, and police 
believe she was murdered two days after she 
was reported missing.

Andrew Vrba, 18, has admitted to stab-
bing Steinfeld in the living room at the home 
of 24-year-old Briana Calderas. Calderas and 
Isis Schauer, 18, were there at the time of the 
murder, and they helped Vrba burn Steinfeld’s 
body, according to Vrba’s statements to police. 
Calderas then contacted James Grigsby, 25, 
and recruited him to help move and hide Stein-
feld’s body, according to Grigsby’s statements 
to police.

Vrba reportedly told police that he initially 
tried to poison Steinfeld, but when she didn’t 
drink the poisoned liquid he gave her, he instead 
stabbed her repeatedly in her genital area and 
gouged out her eyes. Vrba told police he had 
bragged about the murder to friends, going into 
gory details of how he tortured and killed her.

Vrba, Calderas and Schauer have all been 
charged with first-degree murder, abandonment 
of a corpse and armed criminal action. Grigsby 
has been charged with abandonment of a corpse 
and tampering with physical evidence, both felo-
nies. All four are being held without bond.

So far, neither the sheriff’s office officials nor 
prosecutors have said anything to indicate they 
are treating this as an anti-transgender hate 
crime.

— Tammye Nash

Vandals damage Legacy of Love 
monument — again

Someone has stolen the “L” out of the words 
“Oak Lawn” affixed in stainless steel letters to 
the base of the Legacy of Love monument at 
the Oak Lawn Triangle (at Cedar Springs Road 
and Oak Lawn Avenue), according to information 
posted by Oak Lawn Committee officials on the 
Legacy of Love monument Facebook Page on 
Tuesday, Sept. 26.

Oak Lawn Committee officials said it will cost 
about $3,000 to have a new “L” made and at-
tached to the monument base. They also noted 
that a reward is being offered for information that 
leads to an arrest in connection with the vandal-
ism and theft.

— Tammye Nash

Birmingham passes  
nondiscrimination ordinance

On the same day Republicans were deciding 
whether impeached Alabama Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Roy Moore or Trump-endorsed 
Luther Strange will be their nominee to replace 
Jeff Sessions in the U.S. Senate, the city of 
Birmingham passed a fully inclusive nondiscrimi-
nation ordinance by a vote of 7-0.

“Today is a monumental victory for every-
one who lives and works in Birmingham who 
are now fully protected from discrimination in 
employment, housing and public accommoda-
tions,” Alex Smith, executive director of Equality 
Alabama, wrote in a press release on Sept. 26. 

Birmingham may have looked to Mississippi, 
its progressive neighbor to the west, where 
Jackson passed a similar ordinance last year. 
In Alabama, both Huntsville and Mobile have 
human rights commissions, and Montevallo, a 
university town south of Birmingham, is poised 
to pass LGBT nondiscrimination protections.

— David Taffet

Rev. Eric Folkerth

Amy Steinfeld
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Have an event coming up? Email your 
information to Managing Editor Tammye Nash 
at nash@dallasvoice.com or Senior Staff Writer 
David Taffet at taffet@dallasvoice.com by 
Wednesday at 5 p.m. for that week’s issue. 

• Weekly: Lambda Weekly every Sunday 
at 1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-FM; United Black 
Ellument hosts discussion on HIV/AIDS 
in the black community (UBE Connected) 
at 7 p.m. every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 3116 Commerce St., Suite C; Core 
Group Meeting every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
of the month at 7 p.m.; Fuse game night 
every Monday evening except the last of 
the month at 8 p.m. at the Fuse space in 
the Treymore Building, 4038 Lemmon Ave, 
Suite 101; FuseConnect every Wednesday 
from 7 p.m. For more information call 
or e-mail Jalenzski at 214-760-9718 ext. 
3 or Jalenzski@myresourcecenter.org. 
LGBT square dancing group Pegasus 
Squares meets every Sunday from 
2:30–4:30 p.m. at Grace United Methodist 
Church, 4105 Junius St. For more info, 
email pegasussquares@gmail.com; Dallas 
Frontrunners meet for a walk or run on 
the Katy Trail Oaklawn Park, Turtle Creek 
Blvd. at Hall Street every Wednesday 
at 7:15 p.m. and every Saturday at 9 
a.m.; Leadership Lambda Toastmasters 
practices and develops speaking and 
leadership skills from 6:30–8 p.m. on 
Tuesdays at First Unitarian Church, third 
floor of the Hallman Building, 4012 St. 
Andrews; Gray Pride support group from 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. followed by mixer every 
Monday at Resource Center, 5750 Cedar 
Springs Road; Lambda AA meets at 7 a.m., 

noon, 6 p.m. 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. and has a 
men’s 
meeting at 10 a.m. on Saturdays and meets 
at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sunday at 
1575 W. Mockingbird Lane #625. Call 
214-267-0222 for details; DVtv in Spayse, 
news and entertainment discussion live 
streaming every Friday, 4–5 p.m., on the 
Spayse Station YouTube channel.

SEPTEMBER
• Sept. 29: SMU Pride Drag Bingo
Join SMU Pride for an evening of fun.
SMU Pride happy hour with 
complimentary parking from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at Hotel Lumen, 6101 Hillcrest 
Ave. followed by Drag Bingo hosted by 
SMU’s undergraduate LGBT organization 
Spectrum at 8 p.m. in Hughes-Trigg 
Student Center, 3140 Dyer St.

• Sept. 29-Oct. 22: State Fair of Texas

• Sept. 29: Kol Nidre
Congregation Beth El Binah service at 
7:30 p.m. at Northaven UMC, 
11211 Preston Road.

• Sept. 29: Dallas Divas with 
the Dallas Winds
Music from the Great American Songbook 
presented by Lyric Stage at Meyerson 
Symphony Center, 2301 Flora St. 
LyricStage.org. 214-871-5000.

• Sept. 29-Oct. 28: Screams
Five haunted houses from 7:30 p.m.-
1:30 a.m. every Friday and Saturday night 
at Scarborough Faire grounds, exit 399A 

off I-35E, Waxahachie. $30. 

• Sept. 30: Yom Kippur
Congregation Beth El Binah services 
begin at 10 a.m. followed by break the fast 
at sunset at Northaven UMC, 
11211 Preston Road.

• Sept. 30: DACA and SB4
Informational session with free attorney 
consultations, info on help with DACA 
fees and answers to immigration questions 
at 11 a.m. at Bachman Recreation Center, 
2750 Bachman Drive.

• Sept. 30: Gift of Adoption
Dinner and auction fundraiser from 
7-10 p.m. at Joe T. Garcia’s, 
2122 N. Main St., Fort Worth. 
GiftOfAdoption.org.

• Sept. 30: Fur Ball 2017
The SPCA of Texas presents a black tie 
gala at 6:30 p.m. at Omni Dallas Hotel, 
555 S. Lamar St. $300. Tickets at 
FurBallDallas.com.

• Sept. 30: Stop HIV Get Tested 
Workshop
Workshop and testing are from from 
noon-3 p.m. at St. James A.M.E. Church, 
1107 E. Oak, Denton.

• Sept. 30: Teen Pride
Food, drinks, entertainment and door 
prizes for ages 13-18 from 2-7 p.m. 
at Celebration Church, 
908 Pennsylvania Ave., Fort Worth.

• Sept. 30: Tarrant County HRC Social
From 2:30-4:30 p.m. Address will 
be provided with registration. 
DFWFederalClub.org.

OCTOBER
• Oct. 1: LifeWalk
Steps off at 1 p.m. from Oak Lawn Park. 
For information visit LifeWalk.org.

• Oct. 2: IGLTA
International Gay and Lesbian Travel 
Association includes silent auction for 
travel packages from 5:30-7 p.m. at 
Round-Up Saloon, 
3912 Cedar Springs Road.

• Oct. 5-8: Dallas Southern Pride
Dallas Southern Pride presents Black 
Pride Weekend, Black by Popular 
Demand, which will include the State 
Fair Classic (Grambling vs. Prairie View 
A&M), the Ball/House and Pageant 
Communities Conference, and parties 
across the Metroplex all weekend. Visit 
DallasSouthernPride.com for information.

• Oct. 5: Classic Chassis Car Club
Monthly Tire Kick and Dinner. Love of old 
cars required, not ownership, to attend at 
7 p.m. at Ojeda’s, 4617 Maple Ave.

• Oct. 6: Burgers + Burgundy
DIFFA/Dallas presents a culinary evening 
with silent auction and sneak peek at 
House of DIFFA from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at 
Eyeball at the Joule, 1601 Main St. $150. 
DIFFA.org.

GAYAGENDA
THE

SPCA of Texas presents its black tie gala, Fur Ball 2017, Saturday. See listings for details.

Archie David Jackson, aka Nikki Foster, 
died Thursday, Sept. 21, at the age of 47. He 
was born Oct. 23, 1969, and would have been 
48 in just a month.

Nikkie Foster, known in the LGBT 
community as “The 10 Dancing Toes,” 
performed all over Dallas and the surrounding 
cities. He was a former Miss Ebony Texas, 
Miss Black Texas and Miss Box Office, and had 
earned several other titles as well through the 
years. Nikki loved dancing and performing.

He is survived by his loving mother, Gladys 
Jackson; his brother, Carey Jackson; and his 
play sister, Betty Neal.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday, Oct. 3, 
at 11 a.m., at Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1819 
MLK Blvd.

OBITURARY
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Meet Estella, a 4-year-old, gray American pit bull mix weighing 67 pounds who is a real star here 
at the SPCA of Texas. She was surrendered in March after her owner could no longer care for her. She 
walks well on a leash and loves going on walks. She loves all humans, including children and just 
wants to be loved. She gets pretty excited around cats, so she’d do best in a home without them. If you 
have any other dogs, please bring them to meet her so you can see if they get along. Estella has been 
spayed and microchipped and has received all age-appropriate vaccinations. #147505
 
Estella is waiting for you at the SPCA of Texas’ Jan Rees-Jones Animal Care Center in Dallas, 2400 
Lone Star Drive, near I-30 and Hampton Road. Hours are noon-6 p.m., Sun-Wed, and noon-7 p.m. 
Thurs-Saturday. Regular adoption fees are $25 for all pets, excluding livestock. Fee includes spay/
neuter surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, a heartworm test for dogs six months and older and 
a FIV/FeLV test for cats 4 months and older, initial flea/tick preventative and heartworm preventative, 
a microchip, 30 days of PetHealth Insurance provided by PetPlan, a free 14-day wellness exam with 
VCA Animal Hospitals, a free year-long subscription to Activ4Pets, a rabies tag and a free leash. Call 
214-742-SPCA (7722) or visit today.

█   pet of the week  / ESTELLA

• Oct. 7: Tarrant County Pride
Tarrant County Pride Parade takes place 
along Commerce Street from Weatherford 
to Lancaster streets in Fort Worth. The 
festival is in the Water Gardens park at the 
end of the parade route. Parade at noon. 
Water Garden Festival from noon-8 p.m.

• Oct. 8: Tarrant County Pride Picnic
From noon-6 p.m. in Trinity Park, 
2401 S. University Drive, Fort Worth. 
• Oct. 8: Spanke’s TP Party
Friends continue the annual party, 
founded by the late Spanke Studer, 
collecting grooming supplies and more 
for residents of AIDS Services of Dallas,, 
at 3955 Hawthorne Ave. For information 
visit Facebook.com/dmask2.

• Oct. 10: Family Equality Council
National organization for parents and 
their families fundraiser at the home of 
Bryan Carr and Mark LeDoux from 
6-8 p.m. Childcare provided. RSVP at rsvp.
familyequality.org/dallas2017.

• Oct. 11: National Coming Out Day

• Oct. 13: DFW Pride Happy Hour
DFW Pride Happy Hour, an LGBT+ 
community sponsored by Texas 
Instruments, joins with the UT and OU 
LGBT alumni organizations to host the 

second annual OU/UT Alumni Happy 
Hour, 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Cedar Springs Tap 
House, 4123 Cedar Springs Road, Ste. 100.

• Oct. 14: Texas Latino Pride
The annual Texas Latino Pride festival, 
with live entertainment and special 
guests from 2-9 p.m. at Reverchon Park, 
3505 Maple Ave. $5. For information visit 
Facebook.com/events/429365350783238.

• Oct. 19: GALA Ally Awards
GALA honors allies who work for equality 
in North Texas from 5:30-8 p.m. at Holiday 
Inn Plano, 4301 Paige Road, The Colony.

• Oct 20: Turtle Creek Chorale
The Turtle Creek Chorale presents 
After Dark, a special event, at 8 p.m. 
at 3015 at Trinity Groves 
3015 Gulden Lane. $75-125. 
TurtleCreekChorale.com

• Oct 20: Spooktacular IV
Presented by the North Texas GLBT 
Chamber of Commerce.

• Oct 20: Bowling league registration
New LGBT bowling league registration 
from 6:30-9 p.m. at AMF Garland, 
1950 Marketplace Dr., Garland. 
League runs Nov. 3-Feb. 9. $20. 
214-704-3531.
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t was 1990 when Madonna set every-
body vogueing on the dance floor, and 
that Jenny Livingston released her doc-
umentary, Paris Is Burning, bringing 
New York’s ballroom culture into the 
spotlight and showing where Madon-
na found the idea for her hit.

But ballroom culture existed long 
before Madonna, long before Jenny Livingston, 
long before Paris burned. Many people will tell 
you it started sometime in the 1960s or ’70s. But 
others trace the roots of ballroom culture as far 
back as 1869 and the secret drag balls held at Har-
lem’s Hamilton Lodge.

The house balls were — and still are — parties, 
with competitions in various categories. Contes-

tants “walk” in categories like “best dressed,” 
“butch queen realness,” “vogueing,” “Euro-
pean runway” and more.

By the 1980s, ballroom culture was a 
thriving underground scene for black and 
Latinx LGBT people in New York. And 
despite its underground status, it has 
helped build a foundation for LGBT/
queer culture and, more importantly, 
has provided safe space and family for 
generations of LGBT people.

Larry Praylow, better known as Fa-
ther Larry Ebony, knows well just how 
important ballroom culture and its 
houses are. He has been involved for 
more than 40 years, and it is still a 
central part of his life.

Father Larry, who lives in North 
Texas now, was born and reared 
in Brooklyn. It was there that he 

founded the House of Ebony in 
1978.

“Coming out of Brooklyn back 
then, you couldn’t be gay and not 
get harassed. But I did ok, because I 

wasn’t flaming. You couldn’t just look 
at me and know I was gay,” Father Larry 

said this week, adding that he had both 
a boyfriend and a girlfriend at the time.
“Then one night, I met my brother’s 

friend, Richard Sears, and he took me to my 
first ball,” he continued. “I won best dressed 
man and realness that night. I always used to 
win both those categories when I walked.”

Larry eventually joined with Sears as 
founding father and founding mother of 
The House of Ebony, “and now, it is one 

of the biggest houses out there,” he said. 
“We have members all over the country. We’re 

international now, with people in London, Paris, 
Russia — all over.

“At one time, we had almost 2,000 members. 
And seven different houses have been born out 
of the House of Ebony — House of the Prodigies, 
House of Chanel, House of Overness,” he said.

“In those early days, often, we only had each 
other. Most of us back then couldn’t go home and 
say, ‘Mama, I’m gay.’ You’d get kicked out, some-

times even attacked,” Father Larry recalled. “But 
you always had your ballroom family, your house. 
I started House of Ebony because I wanted a fami-
ly that would never leave me, and that’s what I got. 
In a lot of ways, my House of Ebony family is clos-
er to me than my [birth] family.”

But Father Larry was more fortunate than many. 
He explained that he was raised in a three-story 
brownstone in Brooklyn, and eventually, he said, 
his mother handed the brownstone over to him 
and his Ebony family.

“My own mother moved into a retirement home 
so that she could give me the brownstone, so that 
we could keep our Ebony family together,” he said. 
“There were times that we had 40, 50 kids all living 
there at the same time. We called it Camp David.

“I’ve lost about 200 of my kids to HIV over the 
years. It’s been hard sometimes. But when you 
don’t have anyone else, you always can turn to 
your ballroom family.”

Ballroom culture has changed and evolved over 
the years. While it remains, in essence, an “un-
derground” scene, it has gained more mainstream 
popularity — thanks to Livingston’s documenta-
ry, Madonna’s song and video, and patronage by 
celebrities ranging from Tyler Banks to Li’l Kim, 
from Mariah Carey to Jennifer Lopez, Father Larry 
said.

“You have a lot of people these days convert-
ing over from the pageants to ballroom, and the 
younger ones, they’re bringing in the kiki scene 
now, and that’s more like it was when we first 
started ballroom,” he continued. “Back then, you 
couldn’t just walk down the street in your affect. 
You had to wait to you got to the ball to change, to 
transform for the night. But once you were there, 
you could be whoever you wanted to be for that 
night. You knew that when you had to leave the 
ballroom, you had to change back. But while you 
were there, you could be whatever you wanted.”

Father Larry, who is a chef by trade, came to 
North Texas when his only remaining birth sister, 
a pastor, asked him to. “She lived here, and she 
told me, ‘Come here to Dallas. You’re all the family 
I have left, and I want you here.’ So I moved here.

“I was still coming from the street back then, and 
I was a single father. I have a [biological] son that 
I raised on my own. And moving [to North Texas] 
gave me some better opportunities. Now, I own a 
trucking company that’s 11 years old, and we are 
doing fine down here.”

The House of Ebony is doing fine back in New 
York, too: “I just held my 38th anniversary ball 
in Grammercy Park in New York in February,” 
Father Larry said. “And it was huge! They had to 
shut down Grammercy Park because there were so 
many people standing in line outside just to get 
in!”

Even though the ballroom scene has grown and 
changed, Father Larry said, it hasn’t gone away. 
And it won’t be any time soon. “We’re still here, 
and we’re stronger than ever!” he declared. “And 
me, I am the father of all fathers. I am everybody’s 
father!”                █

The strength of

 family
Father Larry Ebony founded House of 
Ebony nearly 39 years ago. Now House of Ebony — 
and the whole ballroom culture — 
is still going strong
TAMMYE NASH  |  Managing Editor
nash@dallasvoice.com

The strength of

 family
As part of Dallas Southern Pride 2017, the Dallas Black 

Pride weekend, Father Larry Ebony and The House of 
Ebony present 24K Ball IV: The Green Edition, Sunday, 

Oct. 8, at Cedar Canyon Dude Ranch, 4523 N. Houston 
School Road in Lancaster.

Doors open at 4:30 p.m. and the ball runs from  
6-11 p.m.

dallas
southern
pride

DSP

SP,Page 12 



      09.29.17     █       dallasvoice      11



12     dallasvoice.com     █      09.29.17 

Wednesday, Oct. 4 
• Pre-Pride Party at Marty’s Live
4207 Maple Ave.
10 p.m.-2 a.m.
 
Thursday, Oct. 5
• Opening Reception
Tekilas
10945 Composite Drive
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Free food and drinks while supplies last
 
• Mr. and Miss Dallas Southern Pride 
All-Star Review Show
Tekilas
10945 Composite Drive
9-11:30 p.m.
(In the past, Dallas Southern Pride has included 

a Mr./Miss Southern Pride pageant. But this year, 
in light of the recent arson at Abounding Prosper-
ity, the devastation caused by Hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria, and in memory of the 21 trans 
people who have been murdered this year, the 
pageant is being replaced with a special show 

featuring favorite entertainers to commemorate 
things and people lost in 2017 and show gratitude 
for what we still have. Proceeds will benefit the 
AP Inc. Fire Relief Fund and those affected by the 
hurricanes.)

 
Friday, Oct. 6 
• State Fair Classic & Black Pride Pre-Party
Marty’s Live
4207 Maple Ave.
10 p.m.-2 a.m.

• AfterHours Sun Rise Party
Club Babylon
11311 Harry Hines Blvd.
11 p.m.-4 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 7
• Dallas Southern Pride Pool Party
featuring Grammy Award winner Remy Ma
and Fly Young Red
Cedar Canyon Dude Ranch
4523 N. Houston School Road, Lancaster
4-10 p.m.

• Octane Pride Mega Party
Presented by Street Dallas — 
Shoncy Raspberry
Southside Music Hall
1135 S. Lamar St.
10 p.m.-3 a.m.

Sunday, Oct. 8
Pioneer Father Larry Ebony Presents
24K Gold IV: The Green Edition
Cedar Canyon Dude Ranch
4523 N. Houston School Road, Lancaster
6-11 p.m.
 
• UBE and DSP Presents
The Black Pride Unity BBQ
Tenison Park
6600 E.Grand Ave.
2-7 p.m.
Free food and music
 
• Sunday Night Lights - 
Pride Edition Tekilas
10945 Composite Drive 10 p.m.-4 a.m.

dallas
southern
pride

DSP
SP, From Page 10 

With up to 5,000 people expected to converge 
on Dallas over the next week for the city’s annual 
Black Pride celebration, one of the highlights 
of the week will be the Ball/House and Pageant 
Communities Conference on Leadership and 
Health Disparities taking place next Friday, Oct. 6, 
at Marriott Suites Market Center, 2493 N. Stem-
mons Freeway, host hotel for Dallas Southern 
Pride, which hosts Dallas Black Pride in conjunc-
tion with Abounding Prosperity Inc.

The B/HAP Conference targets African-Amer-
ican and Latino men who have sex with men as 
well as male-to-female transgender individuals 
who are all either members, fans, supporters, 
allies and/or spectators of ball/house and pageant 
communities, and organizers have invited mem-
bers, patrons, spectators and allies, along with 
researchers, sexual health educators, prevention 
specialists, medical professionals, governmental 
health officers, policy makers and elected officials 
to attend. 

Throughout the weekend, Abounding Prosper-
ity will provide free and confidential HIV, syphilis, 
and HCV screenings to all attendees. Additionally, 
resources and educational materials will be avail-
able to all attendees at the host hotel and events 
throughout the weekend to facilitate awareness 
of risk and resources for linkage/re-linkage to 
medical care. 

2017 Dallas Southern Pride Schedule of Events

Remy Ma Performs!

Brady L. Allen, M.D.• David M. Lee, M.D. 
Marc A. Tribble, M.D. • Donald A. Graneto, M.D. 

Eric Klappholz, NP • Peter Triporo, NP • Jason Vercher, PA-C
Vanessa Bludau, FNP-C • William Hays, MD, ATC, LAT

Uptown Tower
4144 N. Central Expressway, Suite 750

214-303-1033
www.UptownDocs.com

Providing compassionate medical care 
in North Texas for more than 35 Years!

Comprehensive HIV/AIDS management  
STD testing and treatment

PrEP counseling and treatment 
General adult medical care

Cosmetic - BOTOX® and JUVÉDERM®
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LifeWalk helps fill in needs for a 
variety of agencies that help  
people with HIV

DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

fter three disastrous hur-
ricanes in the Caribbean 

and the Gulf of Mexi-
co and three massive 

earthquakes in Mexico, 
Prism Health Chief 

Development Officer 
Tori Hobbs said she 

understands fundraising fatigue. But she 
hopes the community will still come out 
strong for this weekend’s LifeWalk.

And she doesn’t mean she hopes people 
contribute to LifeWalk instead of to fund-
raising efforts for people impacted by the 
natural disasters. She means because of 
those efforts.

More evacuees from across the hurricane 
zone in Texas found shelter in Dallas than 
anywhere else. And evacuees with HIV that 
needed their medications or had special 
health concerns related to their HIV turned 
to Prism Health, formerly known as AIDS 
Arms, for help.

Prism Health, which stages LifeWalk, was 
able to see evacuee patients within a day 
of their initial calls. Hobbs said LifeWalk 
funds were instrumental in being able to 
care for the evacuees. And a Prism Health 
doctor was stationed at the Dallas Conven-
tion Center caring for their needs.

Much of Prism Health’s funding comes 
from grants, and grant money is restrict-
ed to very specific uses. But, Hobbs said, 
“LifeWalk money is very important to us 
[because it provides] our only unrestricted 
funds.”

She said that in addition to making it 
possible to serve people sheltering in Dallas 
during and after the recent storms, LifeWalk 
funds are vital throughout the year. One 
grant Prism Health received is specifically 
for working with homeless people who are 
HIV-positive, and it funds their medical ex-
amination and medication.

But, she added, “we couldn’t work with 
them until their housing was stabilized. 
LifeWalk provides funds for emergency 
housing.”

Getting them housed immediately 
through the short-term emergency housing 
gives clients stability while Prism Health 
works to hook them up with AIDS Service 

of Dallas or another agency that will take 
care of long-term housing needs.

Some new clients come to the agency 
hungry. Hobbs said they can’t fill out their 
paperwork until they have something to 
eat. So Prism gives them a bag of food to 

provide for the immediate need, paid for 
with LifeWalk funding. Then the client 
can register, and the caseworker can hook 
the client up with needed services like Re-
source Center’s food pantry.

Prism Health isn’t the only agency that 
benefits from LifeWalk. Ten other agencies 
partner in the walk.

Tre Truong is director of marketing for the 
Turtle Creek Chorale, one of the LifeWalk 
partners. He said money raised at LifeWalk 
benefits Turtle Cares, which helps members 
who need assistance, and to the chorale’s 
educational programs.

UT Southwestern Community Pre-
vention and Intervention Unit is another 
LifeWalk partner that uses funds to run its 
mobile HIV testing unit.

Dogs Matter is one of LifeWalk’s newest 
partners. Now in its third year as a LifeWalk 
partner, the organization finds foster homes 
for dogs while their owners are in rehab 
programs. Founder Steven Knight said 
about half of the people he’s helped are 
HIV-positive. 

Knight said he founded the program af-
ter finding himself in the same situation. 
Not having a place to put a pet, he said, is 
the number one reason people delay get-
ting the help they need. Worrying about 
their pet while in recovery works against 

treatment. When people in treatment are 
comfortable their dogs are being cared for, 
they’re more likely to remain in treatment 
and recover.

Dogs Matter’s motto is, “We take care of 

your dog, while you take care of yourself.”
Knight said most treatment programs last 

one to three months, but some programs are 
longer. Fostering continues until the person 
is released and has a place to live.

“Some people lose everything” before 

they decide to get treatment, Knight said, 
so “it might take awhile [for them] to find 
a place to live.”

Dogs Matter also works with the foster 
homes to make sure foster dogs are healthy, 
have shots up to date and get on a routine, 
including eating healthy food.

Some fosters take dogs to visit their own-
ers in rehab. Some send pictures to reassure 
owners that their dogs are all right.

In two-and-a-half years, Dogs Matter has 
provided foster homes for 92 dogs. About 
10 of those ended up being adopted by oth-
ers when the owner relapsed or couldn’t 
take care of the dog. 

Dogs Matter is the only organization of 
its kind in the country, so Knight has been 
talking to people in other cities about the 
idea and said he expects Dogs Matter to 
open branches in Austin and Palm Springs 
soon.                 █

To become a foster owner or to seek a home for 
a dog while in rehab, visit DogsMatter2.org, call 
214-714-8460 or stop by the Dogs Matter booth 
at Oak Lawn Park during LifeWalk.

Recent disasters elsewhere increase need locally

27th Annual Prism 
Health LifeWalk

Oct. 1 at Oak Lawn Park, 
3333 Turtle Creek Blvd.
Registration at 11 a.m.
$40 registration fee includes 
official t-shirt and raffle
Walk at 1 p.m.
Festival from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
LifeWalk is a fun, 3.2-mile run/walk
through the Turtle Creek and Uptown
neighborhoods.
Family and pet-friendly

LifeWalk partners
AIDS Interfaith Network
Abounding Prosperity
AIDS Services of Dallas
Cathedral of Hope
Dogs Matter
Greg Dollgener Memorial AIDS Fund
Tucker’s Gift
Turtle Creek Chorale
The Women’s Chorus of Dallas
UT Southwestern Community Prevention
and Intervention Unit
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about TRIUMEQ?
TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects, including:
•   Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause death have happened 

with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing products. Your risk of this allergic reaction to 
abacavir is much higher if you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701. Your healthcare 
provider can determine with a blood test if you have this gene variation. If you get symptoms 
from 2 or more of the following groups while taking TRIUMEQ, call your healthcare 
provider right away: 1. fever; 2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or stomach pain; 
4. generally ill feeling, extreme tiredness, or achiness; 5. shortness of breath, cough, 
or sore throat. Your pharmacist will give you a Warning Card with a list of these symptoms. 
Carry this Warning Card with you at all times.
   If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never take TRIUMEQ or 
any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing medicines again. If you have an allergic 
reaction, dispose of any unused TRIUMEQ. Ask your pharmacist how to properly dispose of 
medicines. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing medicine again after you 
have had an allergic reaction, within hours you may get life-threatening symptoms that may 
include very low blood pressure or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, even 
for a few days, and you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare provider before 
taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious allergic or life-threatening reaction, 
even if you never had an allergic reaction to it before. If your healthcare provider tells you 
that you can take TRIUMEQ again, start taking it when you are around medical help or 
people who can call a healthcare provider if you need one.

•   A buildup of acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can happen in some people 
who take TRIUMEQ. This serious medical emergency can cause death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you feel very weak or tired; have unusual muscle pain; have trouble 
breathing; have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and 
legs; feel dizzy/light-headed; or have a fast/irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems can happen in people who take TRIUMEQ. In some cases, these 
serious liver problems can lead to death. You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or 
serious liver problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking 
nucleoside analogue medicines for a long time. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you get any of the following signs or symptoms:

 •  yellow skin, or the white part of the eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark urine; light-colored 
stools; loss of appetite for several days or longer; nausea; pain, aching, or tenderness on the 
right side of your stomach area

•   Worsening of hepatitis B virus in people who have HIV-1 infection. If you have HIV-1 
and hepatitis B virus (HBV), your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. 
A “flare-up” is when your HBV suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening liver 
disease can be serious and may lead to death. Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without first talking 
to your healthcare provider, so he or she can monitor your health. 

•  Resistant hepatitis B virus. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the hepatitis B virus can change 
(mutate) during your treatment with TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. If you’re taking TRIUMEQ and 
interferon, with or without ribavirin, tell your healthcare provider about any new symptoms. 
Worsening of liver disease that has caused death has happened in people infected with both 
HIV-1 and hepatitis C who were taking antiretroviral medicines and interferon.

Who should not take TRIUMEQ?
• Do not take TRIUMEQ if you:
 •  have the HLA-B*5701 gene variation
 •  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in TRIUMEQ
 •  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®)
 •  have liver or kidney problems
What are other possible side effects of TRIUMEQ?
•  People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased risk of developing new 

or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with TRIUMEQ. Your healthcare 
provider may do tests to check your liver function before and during treatment with TRIUMEQ. 

•  When you start taking HIV-1 medicines, your immune system may get stronger and begin 
to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having new symptoms after you start taking TRIUMEQ.

•  Changes in body fat distribution can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines.
•  Some HIV-1 medicines, including TRIUMEQ, may increase your risk of heart attack.
The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ include: trouble sleeping, headache, tiredness
These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking TRIUMEQ?
•  Before you take TRIUMEQ, tell your healthcare provider if you:  
 •   have been tested and know whether or not you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701 
 •  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection; have kidney problems; 

have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases that increase your risk of heart disease such 
as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or diabetes; drink alcohol or take medicines that 
contain alcohol

 •  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ will harm your  
unborn baby

 •  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take TRIUMEQ
•  You should not take TRIUMEQ if you also take:
 •  abacavir (EPZICOM®, TRIZIVIR®, or ZIAGEN®)
 •  lamivudine (COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM,  

or TRIZIVIR)
 •  emtricitabine (Emtriva®, Atripla®, Complera®, Stribild®, or Truvada®)

Important Safety Information continued on next page

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. 
Printed in USA.        821418R0        May 2017

TRIUMEQ is a once-a-day pill used to treat HIV-1. In some people, TRIUMEQ should not be used by itself. Take TRIUMEQ exactly 
as your healthcare provider tells you. 

APPROVED USES
TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 (Human Immunodeficiency Virus-type 1) medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in adults. HIV-1 is the virus that causes 
AIDS. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in people who have or have had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, or lamivudine. TRIUMEQ should not be used in children under the age of 18. 

TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must keep taking HIV-1 medicines to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.
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•  Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines (for example, antacids or laxatives; vitamins such 
as iron or calcium supplements; anti-seizure medicines; other medicines to treat HIV-1, hepatitis, 
or tuberculosis; metformin; or methadone), vitamins, and herbal supplements (for example, 
St. John’s wort). Some medicines interact with TRIUMEQ. Keep a list of your medicines 
to show your healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not start taking a new 
medicine without telling your healthcare provider. 

You are encouraged to report negative side eff ects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Important Facts about TRIUMEQ on the following pages.

Jeannette
Diagnosed with 

HIV in 2011

Garland
Diagnosed 
with HIV 
in 2016

Leo
Diagnosed with 
HIV in 2003

Peter
Diagnosed with 

HIV in 2015

Jack
Diagnosed with 
HIV in 2010

Real patients with HIV-1 taking TRIUMEQ as of 2014 
or later. Individual results may vary. 

Individuals compensated for their time by ViiV Healthcare. 

learn more at triumeq.com

Ask your doctor about
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about TRIUMEQ?
TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects, including:
•   Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause death have happened 

with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing products. Your risk of this allergic reaction to 
abacavir is much higher if you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701. Your healthcare 
provider can determine with a blood test if you have this gene variation. If you get symptoms 
from 2 or more of the following groups while taking TRIUMEQ, call your healthcare 
provider right away: 1. fever; 2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or stomach pain; 
4. generally ill feeling, extreme tiredness, or achiness; 5. shortness of breath, cough, 
or sore throat. Your pharmacist will give you a Warning Card with a list of these symptoms. 
Carry this Warning Card with you at all times.
   If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never take TRIUMEQ or 
any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing medicines again. If you have an allergic 
reaction, dispose of any unused TRIUMEQ. Ask your pharmacist how to properly dispose of 
medicines. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing medicine again after you 
have had an allergic reaction, within hours you may get life-threatening symptoms that may 
include very low blood pressure or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, even 
for a few days, and you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare provider before 
taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious allergic or life-threatening reaction, 
even if you never had an allergic reaction to it before. If your healthcare provider tells you 
that you can take TRIUMEQ again, start taking it when you are around medical help or 
people who can call a healthcare provider if you need one.

•   A buildup of acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can happen in some people 
who take TRIUMEQ. This serious medical emergency can cause death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you feel very weak or tired; have unusual muscle pain; have trouble 
breathing; have stomach pain with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and 
legs; feel dizzy/light-headed; or have a fast/irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems can happen in people who take TRIUMEQ. In some cases, these 
serious liver problems can lead to death. You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or 
serious liver problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking 
nucleoside analogue medicines for a long time. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you get any of the following signs or symptoms:

 •  yellow skin, or the white part of the eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark urine; light-colored 
stools; loss of appetite for several days or longer; nausea; pain, aching, or tenderness on the 
right side of your stomach area

•   Worsening of hepatitis B virus in people who have HIV-1 infection. If you have HIV-1 
and hepatitis B virus (HBV), your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. 
A “flare-up” is when your HBV suddenly returns in a worse way than before. Worsening liver 
disease can be serious and may lead to death. Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without first talking 
to your healthcare provider, so he or she can monitor your health. 

•  Resistant hepatitis B virus. If you have HIV-1 and hepatitis B, the hepatitis B virus can change 
(mutate) during your treatment with TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. If you’re taking TRIUMEQ and 
interferon, with or without ribavirin, tell your healthcare provider about any new symptoms. 
Worsening of liver disease that has caused death has happened in people infected with both 
HIV-1 and hepatitis C who were taking antiretroviral medicines and interferon.

Who should not take TRIUMEQ?
• Do not take TRIUMEQ if you:
 •  have the HLA-B*5701 gene variation
 •  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in TRIUMEQ
 •  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®)
 •  have liver or kidney problems
What are other possible side effects of TRIUMEQ?
•  People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased risk of developing new 

or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with TRIUMEQ. Your healthcare 
provider may do tests to check your liver function before and during treatment with TRIUMEQ. 

•  When you start taking HIV-1 medicines, your immune system may get stronger and begin 
to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having new symptoms after you start taking TRIUMEQ.

•  Changes in body fat distribution can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicines.
•  Some HIV-1 medicines, including TRIUMEQ, may increase your risk of heart attack.
The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ include: trouble sleeping, headache, tiredness
These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your healthcare provider if you have 
any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking TRIUMEQ?
•  Before you take TRIUMEQ, tell your healthcare provider if you:  
 •   have been tested and know whether or not you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701 
 •  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection; have kidney problems; 

have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases that increase your risk of heart disease such 
as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or diabetes; drink alcohol or take medicines that 
contain alcohol

 •  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ will harm your  
unborn baby

 •  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take TRIUMEQ
•  You should not take TRIUMEQ if you also take:
 •  abacavir (EPZICOM®, TRIZIVIR®, or ZIAGEN®)
 •  lamivudine (COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM,  

or TRIZIVIR)
 •  emtricitabine (Emtriva®, Atripla®, Complera®, Stribild®, or Truvada®)

Important Safety Information continued on next page

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved. 
Printed in USA.        821418R0        May 2017

TRIUMEQ is a once-a-day pill used to treat HIV-1. In some people, TRIUMEQ should not be used by itself. Take TRIUMEQ exactly 
as your healthcare provider tells you. 

APPROVED USES
TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 (Human Immunodeficiency Virus-type 1) medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in adults. HIV-1 is the virus that causes 
AIDS. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in people who have or have had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, or lamivudine. TRIUMEQ should not be used in children under the age of 18. 

TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must keep taking HIV-1 medicines to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.
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•  Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines (for example, antacids or laxatives; vitamins such 
as iron or calcium supplements; anti-seizure medicines; other medicines to treat HIV-1, hepatitis, 
or tuberculosis; metformin; or methadone), vitamins, and herbal supplements (for example, 
St. John’s wort). Some medicines interact with TRIUMEQ. Keep a list of your medicines 
to show your healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not start taking a new 
medicine without telling your healthcare provider. 

You are encouraged to report negative side eff ects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Important Facts about TRIUMEQ on the following pages.
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Real patients with HIV-1 taking TRIUMEQ as of 2014 
or later. Individual results may vary. 

Individuals compensated for their time by ViiV Healthcare. 

learn more at triumeq.com
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRIUMEQ
TRIUMEQ® may cause serious side effects, including:
•  Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause death have 

happened with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing products. Your risk of this allergic 
reaction to abacavir is much higher if you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701. Your 
healthcare provider can determine with a blood test if you have this gene variation. If you get 
symptoms from 2 or more of the following groups while taking TRIUMEQ, call your 
healthcare provider right away: 1. fever; 2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or 
stomach pain; 4. generally ill feeling, extreme tiredness, or achiness; 5. shortness 
of breath, cough, or sore throat. A list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card your 
pharmacist gives you. Carry this Warning Card with you at all times.

•  If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never take TRIUMEQ or 
any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing medicines again. If you have an allergic 
reaction, dispose of any unused TRIUMEQ. Ask your pharmacist how to properly dispose of 
medicines. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing medicine again after you 
have had an allergic reaction, within hours you may get life-threatening symptoms that 
may include very low blood pressure or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, 
even for a few days, and you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare provider 
before taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious allergic or life-threatening 
reaction, even if you never had an allergic reaction to it before. If your healthcare provider 
tells you that you can take TRIUMEQ again, start taking it when you are around 
medical help or people who can call a healthcare provider if you need one.

•  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 
emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have 
any of these symptoms: feeling very weak or tired, unusual muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling 
dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow ( jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools (bowel 
movements), loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain on the 
right side.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight, or have been taking nucleoside analogues for a long time.
•  Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may 

suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without fi rst talking 
to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

•  Resistant HBV. If you have HIV-1 and HBV, the HBV can change (mutate) while you’re on 
TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. Worsening of liver disease that has 
caused death has happened in people infected with both HIV-1 and hepatitis C virus who are 
taking antiretroviral medicines and are also being treated for hepatitis C with interferon with 
or without ribavirin. If you are taking TRIUMEQ and interferon with or without ribavirin, tell your 
HCP if you have any new symptoms.

ABOUT TRIUMEQ
•  TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral medicines to 

treat HIV-1 infection in adults. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in people who have or have 
had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, or lamivudine. TRIUMEQ should not be used in 
children under the age of 18.

•  TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must keep taking HIV-1 medicines 
to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

DO NOT TAKE TRIUMEQ IF YOU
•  have a certain type of gene variation called the HLA-B*5701 allele. Your HCP will test you for 

this before prescribing treatment with TRIUMEQ.
•  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in TRIUMEQ. See the full 

Medication Guide for a complete list of ingredients in TRIUMEQ.
•  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®). Taking TRIUMEQ and dofetilide (Tikosyn) can cause side effects 

that may be life-threatening.
•  have liver or kidney problems.
•   If you also take: abacavir (EPZICOM, TRIZIVIR, or ZIAGEN); lamivudine (COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, 

EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM, or TRIZIVIR); emtricitabine (Atripla®, Complera®, Emtriva®, 
Stribild®, or Truvada®).

BEFORE TAKING TRIUMEQ

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have been tested and know if you have a particular gene variation called HLA-B*5701.
•  have or had any kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection.
•  have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases that increase your risk of heart disease such 

as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or diabetes.
•  drink alcohol or take medicines that contain alcohol.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ will harm your unborn baby.
•  are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 

because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be 

taken with TRIUMEQ. Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your 
healthcare provider.

MEDICINES THAT MIGHT INTERACT WITH TRIUMEQ

•  antacids, laxatives, or other medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium, sucralfate 
(Carafate®), or buffered medicines. TRIUMEQ should be taken at least 2 hours before or 
6 hours after you take these medicines.

•  iron or calcium supplements taken by mouth may be taken at the same time with TRIUMEQ if 
taken with food. Otherwise, TRIUMEQ should be taken at least 2 hours before or 6 hours after 
you take these medicines.

•  anti-seizure medicines: oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Dilantin®-125, 
Phenytek®), phenobarbital, carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol®-XR, 
Teril®, Epitol®).

•  any other medicine to treat HIV-1, medicines used to treat hepatitis virus infections (such as 
interferon or ribavirin), a medicine that contains metformin, methadone, rifampin (Rifater®, 
Rifamate®, Rimactane®, Rifadin®), St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRIUMEQ

TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects including:
•  See “What is the most important information about TRIUMEQ?” section
• Changes in liver tests
• Changes in your immune system
• Changes in body fat distribution
•  Some HIV-1 medicines including TRIUMEQ may increase your risk of heart attack.
The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ are: trouble sleeping, headache, and tiredness.
These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you have any new symptoms while taking TRIUMEQ.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and 
during treatment with TRIUMEQ.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•  Go to TRIUMEQ.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get FDA-approved product 

labeling.

COMBIVIR, EPIVIR, EPZICOM, TIVICAY, TRIUMEQ, TRIZIVIR, and ZIAGEN are registered 
trademarks of the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

EPIVIR-HBV is a registered trademark of the GSK group of companies.

The other brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies. The makers of these brands are not affi liated with and do 
not endorse the ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its products.

©2017, ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved.

April 2017  TRM:5MG

IMPORTANT FACTS 
This is only a brief summary of important information about TRIUMEQ and does not replace talking to 
your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT TRIUMEQ
TRIUMEQ® may cause serious side effects, including:
•  Serious allergic reactions (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause death have 

happened with TRIUMEQ and other abacavir-containing products. Your risk of this allergic 
reaction to abacavir is much higher if you have a gene variation called HLA-B*5701. Your 
healthcare provider can determine with a blood test if you have this gene variation. If you get 
symptoms from 2 or more of the following groups while taking TRIUMEQ, call your 
healthcare provider right away: 1. fever; 2. rash; 3. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, or 
stomach pain; 4. generally ill feeling, extreme tiredness, or achiness; 5. shortness 
of breath, cough, or sore throat. A list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card your 
pharmacist gives you. Carry this Warning Card with you at all times.

•  If you stop taking TRIUMEQ because of an allergic reaction, never take TRIUMEQ or 
any other abacavir- or dolutegravir-containing medicines again. If you have an allergic 
reaction, dispose of any unused TRIUMEQ. Ask your pharmacist how to properly dispose of 
medicines. If you take TRIUMEQ or any other abacavir-containing medicine again after you 
have had an allergic reaction, within hours you may get life-threatening symptoms that 
may include very low blood pressure or death. If you stop TRIUMEQ for any other reason, 
even for a few days, and you are not allergic to TRIUMEQ, talk with your healthcare provider 
before taking it again. Taking TRIUMEQ again can cause a serious allergic or life-threatening 
reaction, even if you never had an allergic reaction to it before. If your healthcare provider 
tells you that you can take TRIUMEQ again, start taking it when you are around 
medical help or people who can call a healthcare provider if you need one.

•  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical 
emergency that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have 
any of these symptoms: feeling very weak or tired, unusual muscle pain, trouble breathing, 
stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold (especially in your arms and legs), feeling 
dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems, which in some cases can lead to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any of these symptoms: your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow ( jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools (bowel 
movements), loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain on the 
right side.

You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight, or have been taking nucleoside analogues for a long time.
•  Worsening of Hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may 

suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRIUMEQ. Do not stop taking TRIUMEQ without fi rst talking 
to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health regularly for several months.

•  Resistant HBV. If you have HIV-1 and HBV, the HBV can change (mutate) while you’re on 
TRIUMEQ and become harder to treat (resistant).

•  Use with interferon and ribavirin-based regimens. Worsening of liver disease that has 
caused death has happened in people infected with both HIV-1 and hepatitis C virus who are 
taking antiretroviral medicines and are also being treated for hepatitis C with interferon with 
or without ribavirin. If you are taking TRIUMEQ and interferon with or without ribavirin, tell your 
HCP if you have any new symptoms.

ABOUT TRIUMEQ
•  TRIUMEQ is a prescription HIV-1 medicine used alone or with other antiretroviral medicines to 

treat HIV-1 infection in adults. TRIUMEQ is not for use by itself in people who have or have 
had resistance to abacavir, dolutegravir, or lamivudine. TRIUMEQ should not be used in 
children under the age of 18.

•  TRIUMEQ does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must keep taking HIV-1 medicines 
to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

DO NOT TAKE TRIUMEQ IF YOU
•  have a certain type of gene variation called the HLA-B*5701 allele. Your HCP will test you for 

this before prescribing treatment with TRIUMEQ.
•  are allergic to abacavir, dolutegravir, or any of the ingredients in TRIUMEQ. See the full 

Medication Guide for a complete list of ingredients in TRIUMEQ.
•  take dofetilide (Tikosyn®). Taking TRIUMEQ and dofetilide (Tikosyn) can cause side effects 

that may be life-threatening.
•  have liver or kidney problems.
•   If you also take: abacavir (EPZICOM, TRIZIVIR, or ZIAGEN); lamivudine (COMBIVIR®, DutrebisTM, 

EPIVIR®, EPIVIR-HBV®, EPZICOM, or TRIZIVIR); emtricitabine (Atripla®, Complera®, Emtriva®, 
Stribild®, or Truvada®).

BEFORE TAKING TRIUMEQ

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have been tested and know if you have a particular gene variation called HLA-B*5701.
•  have or had any kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis B or C virus infection.
•  have heart problems, smoke, or have diseases that increase your risk of heart disease such 

as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, or diabetes.
•  drink alcohol or take medicines that contain alcohol.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if TRIUMEQ will harm your unborn baby.
•  are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 

because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be 

taken with TRIUMEQ. Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your 
healthcare provider.

MEDICINES THAT MIGHT INTERACT WITH TRIUMEQ

•  antacids, laxatives, or other medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium, sucralfate 
(Carafate®), or buffered medicines. TRIUMEQ should be taken at least 2 hours before or 
6 hours after you take these medicines.

•  iron or calcium supplements taken by mouth may be taken at the same time with TRIUMEQ if 
taken with food. Otherwise, TRIUMEQ should be taken at least 2 hours before or 6 hours after 
you take these medicines.

•  anti-seizure medicines: oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®), phenytoin (Dilantin®, Dilantin®-125, 
Phenytek®), phenobarbital, carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol®-XR, 
Teril®, Epitol®).

•  any other medicine to treat HIV-1, medicines used to treat hepatitis virus infections (such as 
interferon or ribavirin), a medicine that contains metformin, methadone, rifampin (Rifater®, 
Rifamate®, Rimactane®, Rifadin®), St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum).

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRIUMEQ

TRIUMEQ can cause serious side effects including:
•  See “What is the most important information about TRIUMEQ?” section
• Changes in liver tests
• Changes in your immune system
• Changes in body fat distribution
•  Some HIV-1 medicines including TRIUMEQ may increase your risk of heart attack.
The most common side effects of TRIUMEQ are: trouble sleeping, headache, and tiredness.
These are not all the possible side effects of TRIUMEQ. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you have any new symptoms while taking TRIUMEQ.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and 
during treatment with TRIUMEQ.
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

GET MORE INFORMATION

• Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•  Go to TRIUMEQ.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get FDA-approved product 

labeling.

COMBIVIR, EPIVIR, EPZICOM, TIVICAY, TRIUMEQ, TRIZIVIR, and ZIAGEN are registered 
trademarks of the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

EPIVIR-HBV is a registered trademark of the GSK group of companies.

The other brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of the 
ViiV Healthcare group of companies. The makers of these brands are not affi liated with and do 
not endorse the ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its products.

©2017, ViiV Healthcare group of companies. All rights reserved.
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IMPORTANT FACTS 
This is only a brief summary of important information about TRIUMEQ and does not replace talking to 
your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.
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DAVID TAFFET  |  Senior Staff Writer
taffet@dallasvoice.com

hristy Kinsler, a 
co-founder and the 
first president of 
Stonewall Democrats 
of Dallas, has died. 
She founded Stone-
wall in 1997 with a 
small group that had 

been active in the Lesbian/Gay Political 
Coalition. 

Although most early Stonewall members 
were already active in politics, Kinsler told 
Dallas Voice at the time the structure of an 
organized group was needed.

Stonewall chapters began forming 
around the country during and after the 
1996 presidential election, when President 
Bill Clinton signed the Defense of Marriage 
Act and used his signature as a campaign 

issue to neutralize opponent Bob Dole, who 
was a sponsor of the bill in the U.S. Senate.

By 1999, when the 2000 presidential cam-
paign was underway, both Bill Bradley and 
Al Gore, who were campaigning for the 
Democratic nomination for president were 
courting the LGBT vote.

“We’ve hit the big time,” Kinsler told 
then-Dallas Voice editor Dennis Vercher. 
“We’ve been included in the Democratic 
Party for some time, but now we’re a big 
draw for the presidential candidates.”

Kinsler was not one to mince words and 
spoke strongly for LGBT causes. In 1999, 
speaking of Rep. Pete Sessions, she said, 
“He’s a yes-man for the religious right. He 
votes against anything involving gay is-
sues, and he does so gleefully.”

Before Stonewall’s founding, Kinsler was 
co-chair, with Steve Atkinson, of the LGPC, 
created to fill the gap in political activism 
when the Dallas Gay Alliance switched its 

focus to the burgeoning AIDS epidemic.
When Dallas Gay Alliance was founded, 

it was mostly a political organization. But 
in the early 1980s, the AIDS crisis hit. DGA 
created the Foundation for Human Under-
standing, which included a food pantry 
that started at Crossroads Market and the 
AIDS Resource Center, which provided in-
formation to the community. 

“LGPC broke off to focus on political mat-

Stonewall founder 
Christy Kinsler dies

ters,” activist Louise Young said.
Young, who called Kinsler “a dyed-in-

the-wool Democrat,” explained a situation 
that led Kinsler, along with Gary Fitzsim-
mons, Bill Fry and Michael Milliken, to form 
Stonewall.

LGPC was non-partisan, Young said. In 
1996, the organization endorsed Lucy Cain 
in the Republican primary and incumbent 
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson in the Demo-
cratic primary for the 30th U.S. House dis-
trict race. Both won their primaries, and it 
was LGPC custom that when a candidate 
won the primary, the endorsement carried 
through to the election. When both won, 
LGPC issued a co-endorsement.

Young called that a “grievous error” and 
said Johnson was furious.

“Christy knew there needed to be a pure-
ly Democratic club,” Young said.

In the 2000s, LGPC rejoined DGLA and 
became DGLA-PAC, which remains non-
partisan in its endorsements.

Activists who worked with Kinsler this 
week said that working with her was al-
ways a pleasure. Jesse Garcia, a former 
Stonewall Dallas president who moved to 
Washington, D.C., to work in the Obama ad-
ministration, noted, “Christy Kinsler made 
volunteering with the Stonewall Democrats 
of Dallas into a family occasion.” 

Christy Kinsler, above on left doing voter outreach 
in 2008 and below, second from left, on past 
grand marshals float in 2003
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ters,” activist Louise Young said.
Young, who called Kinsler “a dyed-in-

the-wool Democrat,” explained a situation 
that led Kinsler, along with Gary Fitzsim-
mons, Bill Fry and Michael Milliken, to form 
Stonewall.

LGPC was non-partisan, Young said. In 
1996, the organization endorsed Lucy Cain 
in the Republican primary and incumbent 
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson in the Demo-
cratic primary for the 30th U.S. House dis-
trict race. Both won their primaries, and it 
was LGPC custom that when a candidate 
won the primary, the endorsement carried 
through to the election. When both won, 
LGPC issued a co-endorsement.

Young called that a “grievous error” and 
said Johnson was furious.

“Christy knew there needed to be a pure-
ly Democratic club,” Young said.

In the 2000s, LGPC rejoined DGLA and 
became DGLA-PAC, which remains non-
partisan in its endorsements.

Activists who worked with Kinsler this 
week said that working with her was al-
ways a pleasure. Jesse Garcia, a former 
Stonewall Dallas president who moved to 
Washington, D.C., to work in the Obama ad-
ministration, noted, “Christy Kinsler made 
volunteering with the Stonewall Democrats 
of Dallas into a family occasion.” 

Garcia said he’d accompany Kinsler and 
other Stonewall founders to Dallas Dem-
ocratic Party headquarters near Fair Park 
where they’d work stuffing envelopes, en-
tering data and making signs while Kinsler 
and others would share stories about the 
modern gay rights movement. 

Kinsler worked for the phone company 
and was an active member of the Communi-
cations Workers of America, which is where 
she gained organizing skills.

“She was a dedicated labor activist who 
proved her worth along the picket lines and 
advocacy for workers’ rights,” Garcia said. 
“Union workers who trusted Christy be-
came LGBT allies and supported our equal-
ity. She taught me about intersectionality, 
which I then used to help build bridges be-
tween the LGBT and Latino communities.”

He said he learned local LGBT history 
that has never appeared in textbooks from 
Kinsler.

He said he learned “how women in the 
LGBT community, who were ostracized 
from gay bars, didn’t abandon gay men 
during the height of the AIDS crisis. Les-
bians stepped in and became caregivers to 
many who were dying alone. She lost her 
own brother to the disease.”

Kinsler’s brother, John Michael Kins-
ler, died in 1996 after a 10-year battle with 

AIDS. After caring for him through his final 
illness, Christy Kinsler joined the Resource 
Center board and the board of the Lesbian/
Gay Rights Lobby of Texas, now known as 
Equality Texas.

Dianne Hardy Garcia, who was executive 
director at LGRL when Kinsler was on the 
board, said, “Christy was such a tremen-
dous asset to the LGRL board of directors. 
She was passionate about HIV issues, end-
ing LGBTQ discrimination and fighting for 
equality for all. She had great insights into 
how to work with public officials on a per-
sonal level.

“The thing I enjoyed most about Chris-
ty was her positive presence,” Hardy Gar-
cia continued. “She was always optimistic 
about the possibility of making change for 
the better, and she did that during times 
where it could be tough to be so hopeful. 
She was always willing to lend a hand 
whenever she could, and she was quick 
to laugh at the many absurdities we faced 
while working in the Texas Lege. Needless 
to say, we laughed a lot. And Christy had 
the best laugh.”

Hardy Garcia said she will be “forever 
grateful for the tremendous contributions” 
Kinsler made to the LGBT community, add-
ing, “She made Dallas, and Texas, a better 
place.”

“The local LGBT, Democratic and Labor 
movements lost a pioneer and champion 
today,” said Dallas City Councilman Omar 
Narvaez, who served as president of Stone-
wall for several years. “She was known to 
many as Mama Stonewall. I was lucky to be 
able to seek advice from her, to call her up 
anytime to chat and had the honor to be a 
small part of the legacy she did not know 
she was creating.”

Before Stonewall existed, Kinsler under-
stood the LGBT community would have 
more power working from within the Dem-
ocratic Party. She saw that influence the first 
year after the organization formed as politi-
cal candidates came to her group’s meetings 
looking for support. 

When she told Dallas Voice in 1998 that 
the group’s member stood at 50 and “we’re 
looking to increase that, but we’re not into 
big numbers. That’s not a big deal,” she 
couldn’t have imagined that within a few 
years, Stonewall Dallas would grow to be-
come the largest Democratic club in Texas.

For her dedicated work throughout the 
1990s, she was rewarded by being named 
grand marshal of the Alan Ross Texas Free-
dom Parade in 2000.               █

A funeral service was held at Holy Trini-
ty Catholic Church on Oak Lawn Avenue on 
Thursday, Sept. 28. 
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I first learned about racial discrimination 
in 1955, when I was about 6 years old 
and living in my hometown of Chil-

dress, Texas. One of my older brothers’ 
wives worked as a waitress at the bus sta-
tion soda fountain. My father took me there 
to get a coke one Saturday morning, and I 
saw signs in the back of the room designat-
ing white and colored restrooms.

It piqued my interest.
My father, who was born in 1896, ex-

plained to me that white people kept their 
distance from colored people. I struggled to 
understand the term “colored,” because it 
reminded me of my crayons. Were colored 
people red, green, blue or just what?

It disappointed me later to see dark 
brown skin rather than something more 
brilliant, like orange.

I didn’t see any colored people that morn-
ing in the bus station, and it would be a while 
before I actually did encounter any, because 
Childress’ tiny African-American communi-
ty lived in a hidden, run-down corner of the 
town. They didn’t go to cafes, grocery stores, 
churches, the movie theater or the city park 
where white people congregated.

Instead, I began finding them working 
in the kitchens of those cafes, in homes, at 
the laundry and on farms — anywhere that 
white people wanted cheap labor.

Childress, a town of about 5,000, had 
a predominantly white population. Afri-
can-American children went to a separate 
school, situated over in their corner of the 
town. A handful of Hispanic children at-
tended the white schools, but I never knew 
where they lived. 

I don’t recall any hatred expressed in our 
house, but I understood there wouldn’t be 
any people of varied colors coming to vis-
it — except for Bible, the older man my fa-
ther hired to till the garden in the spring. 
Any help inside the house would be white, 

according to my 
mother’s wishes.

Everyone seemed 
content enough on 
the surface — but 
it was a calm that 
I now believe hid 
fear, resentment and 
distrust. We visited 
relatives in Wichita 
Falls, Dallas and Fort 

Worth, but except for being much larger than 
Childress, those communities seemed just as 
segregated to me back then.

Looking back on this time in the mid-to-
late 1950s, I realize my incredible naivete. 
This was after all the eve of a revolution. 
The changes that would occur in just a few 
years would be astonishing. The LGBT 
rights movement would unfold as well.

In 1960, when I was about 11, my father, 
mother and I moved to Wichita Falls so my 
father could help with one of the family 
businesses. I quickly experienced culture 
shock, because I went to school at Sheppard 
Air Force Base Elementary School since our 
new house was on the outskirts of town, 
near the military base.

Suddenly, I had classmates of every de-
scription, because segregation ended in the 
U.S. Armed Forces long before it did in the 
nation at large, especially in the South. The 
businesses and neighborhoods around the 
military base reflected the military’s diver-
sity. I embraced what I learned from my 
teachers and classmates.

I’m sure my growing awareness that I 
was “different” from most boys my age 
made me more accepting of other students 
who looked and acted differently from me. 
I hadn’t yet discovered the term “homo-
sexual” in the dictionary, but I knew I had 
more in common with ethnic and religious 
minorities than I did the average white stu-

dent. A Jewish boy became my best friend 
in the sixth grade. (I ran into him and his 
wife many years later when I was a college 
student, and he was an airman in Wichita 
Falls where his father had served.)

By the time I entered high school, integra-
tion had occurred. Businesses had adopted 
equal opportunity policies. The Civil Rights 
Movement, which would grow to include the 
LGBT Rights Movement, was in full swing 
and nothing would ever be the same again.

Even Childress, along with every oth-
er small town in Texas and the rest of the 
South, underwent enormous demographic 
change: African-Americans and other mi-
norities lived in all areas of the town. Today, 
there are even LGBT people living openly in 
the small town at the base of the Panhandle.

American society has come a long way 
in the past half-century. Progress is still too 
slow in the minds of some, but consider-
ing where we were and where we are now, 
there is lot to be appreciated.

In the LGBT community, as progressive as 
we think we are, we need to bridge divides. 
People of color and whites often do not em-
brace each other as fully as they should. 

I’m not sure if I had remained in my 
hometown through my school years if I 
would hold different views than I do now, 
but I hope not. I still find myself struggling 
with some issues, such as my Southern 
heritage. But I know unity and acceptance 
are critical to our healing the divisiveness 
plaguing our nation still.

Let’s unite. Skin color is just skin deep. 
We are all the same inside.              █

David Webb is a veteran journalist with more 
than four decades of experience, including a 
stint as a staff reporter for Dallas Voice. In 2016, 
he received the Press Club of Dallas’ Legends 
Award, bestowed in large part for his work with 
Dallas Voice. He now lives on Cedar Creek Lake 
and writes for publications nationwide. 
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My daughter, Chrissy was married 
Saturday, Sept. 23, to her long-
time boyfriend, Ryan. It was a 

beautiful ceremony, as was the venue and 
every aspect of the event.

It was just perfect. 
That’s not to say it was easy. See, I’m Chris-

sy’s dad, and I’m transgender. 
Unless you live as or with a transgender 

person, it’s unlikely you have any kind of ap-
preciation for just how gendered our world 
is. It’s everywhere — from ordering fried 
chicken and hearing the drive-through clerk 
say “Thank you ma’am; please pull forward 
to the 2nd window,” to phone conversations.

It’s everywhere.
And weddings are loaded with traditions 

— especially ones between a man and a 

woman.
The issue of who 

would walk my 
daughter down the 
aisle was settled a 
long time ago during 
a conversation I had 
with Chrissy about 

a wedding she attended with Ryan. She 
told me she had fun — until the “father/

How far we’ve come; how far left to go
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As one of its “services,” Facebook re-
gurgitates people’s posts as mem-
ories of previous years from time 

to time. In my case, it’s usually the most 
banal of information. Last week, though, 
Facebook Memories brought back around 
an article I found of interest on male bond-
ing, so I reposted it.

It included a large collection of pictures 
depicting male friendships during the 
1800s. Similar photos have been included 
in books written about homosexual rela-
tionships from this period. But I think, in an 
effort to find queer history, today’s writers 
might be making a bit of a stretch by includ-
ing these images.

It is crucial to understand that these pho-
tos cannot always be viewed through the 
prism of modern-day culture. Of course, 
there were male couples engaging in sexual 
intimacy. That cannot be argued. Yet, a far 
greater number of men, free from the strict, 
present-day mentality of gay-vs-straight, 
engaged in behaviors and relations that 
were loving towards one another without 
really fitting the modern-day idea of “gay.”

At the time, Freud and his gang of psy-
chological professionals had yet to begin 
their successful campaign to portray all 
male intimacy as a perversion. But once 
they did, religious leaders and politicians 
joined in the effort to annihilate any sem-
blance of male bonding.

As a lingering result of this assault, Amer-
ican culture today is phobic in preventing 
any genuine expression of affection among 

men.
This past Labor 

Day I accepted an 
invitation to an all-
male pool party. It’s 
been a few years 
since I’ve attended 
such an event, but 
nothing’s changed. 
Gay men act the 
same as always. 

It was early in the day, so the alcohol had 
not yet worked its magic on releasing inhi-
bitions, and the men seemed incapable of 
demonstrating any degree of social inter-
action. Regardless of age or social bearing, 
they remained in their small cliques, seem-
ingly posed to involuntarily bolt when ap-
proached by a stranger.

Men who in other venues reign supreme 
in the art of superficial conversation seemed 
autistic in a room of their peers.

Why are we so unable to let our guard 
down around one another? It seems there is 
something so broken within us, something 
that is somehow perpetuated throughout 
every generation of gay men.

We seem to get around this when we 
come together for fellowship, be it social 
or religious. Some shared common interest 
acts as a buffer somehow.

I don’t see lesbians or straight people 
being so on guard with each other, and it 
sometimes seems like it actually takes them 
being in the room with us for us, as gay 
men, to let down our armor. That’s some-

how pitiable.
Competiveness? Fear of rejection? Our 

male posturing? Perhaps some of all of 
these elements are at play. But this inability 
to engage in a group setting is deeper than 
any of those things.

At the turn of the last century, a very large 
bull’s eye was placed on the male homosex-
ual. We became the target for America’s ha-
tred. It was real. It was deadly.

Legislation was written to lock us up. 
Those in the medical field recommended 
we be locked up. And the churches want-
ed us locked out. Men showing  any kind 
of  affection to each other became socially 
forbidden.

This was a reflection of the strictness and 
lack of intimacy that this country embraced 
in the Victorian period. Women were also 
subjected to a strict code of conduct . Men 
were expected to not demonstrate any vis-
ible sign of emotion. It was so in tune with 
the Christian morals American churches 
professed.

That attitude prevails to this day. It seems 
every male born in this country learns to 
withhold all expression of emotion and 
continues to adhere to this madness. We 
are instructed on the proper methods for 
demonstrating our manliness.

And when we eventually grow into the 
gay men we become, we are stunted.

Being gay, you become focused on these 
requisites and your own failure meeting 
them. We have been bred to isolate our-
selves from our own community.

Each of us develops the capacity to be-
come intimate on some basic level with sex-
ual partners and a varying cadre of other 
gay friends. And we’ve learned to navigate 
in the rest of the world as openly gay men. 
Yet, in a room surrounded by others like 
ourselves, we falter.

We falter for this very reason: We keep 
assessing our own selves throughout our 
lives. Confronted with our own tribe, we 
use them to assess our own worth. It’s al-
ways them measured against ourselves. 
Are they acting in the correct manner? Are 
their  renditions of masculinity authentic 
enough?  Am I better at this posturing  than 
they are? Do they find my brand of gay 
man a turn-on?

Can they possibly improve any of this for 
me?

We never figured out how to turn off this 
constant self-editing. As for me, I have no 
advice other than getting to the point to just 
turn it off.

The catwalk stretches on for miles. We 
are capable of stopping along this treadway 
and just letting our guard down.

Engage in superficial chatter for a mo-
ment. It’s very much an adult behavior. 
We are all big boys by now. Those broken 
young children, unable to figure out how to 
fit in, are only ghostly entities of our past.  
We can never fix them. They will remain 
broken.

Other gay men are not enemies. Other 
gay men are not at our disposal to help us 
assess our inventory. I think we are all wea-
ry of this. Let’s try to change.              █

Gary Bellomy is a longtime Dallas activist 
working on issues of LGBT equality, HIV/AIDS 
services and family violence prevention. He is a 
war resister and a Trump resister.

daughter” dance. She said she just broke 
down then, because she realized she’d 
never have that.

I assured her then that I would play any 
role she wanted me to in her wedding. She 
answered, “I know. But one thing’s for sure: 
You and your fake tits aren’t walking me 
down the aisle.”

We both laughed then, but I knew she 
meant it. She loves me dearly, but I don’t 
play the role of father in her life any longer. 
We are closer than ever, but the relationship 
is different.

Weddings are like giant family reunions, 
and my partner Katie and I had the chance 
to meet many of Chrissy’s friends along with 
Ryan’s side of the family.

One relative there was a trans girl from 
Michigan. Her mom and I have been Face-
book friends for a while, but it was really 
good to meet her and her daughter face-to-
face. We spent part of the wedding day just 
chatting while she played with our dogs. She 

is very shy, but also very bright.
The day of the wedding rehearsal, one of 

the groomsmen, who I’d never met before, 
introduced himself to me and said he’d been 
wanting to talk to me all day. He said he had 
some questions but stressed that it was ok if I 
didn’t want to answer.

What he asked wasn’t what I was expect-
ing him to ask. 

He told me about his dad — a strong father, 
a hard worker, a man’s man. He said that his 
dad came out as transgender about 10 years 
ago. This young man was in his mid 20s and 
married with children when his father came 
out as trans. He was most certainly not in the 
mood to hear that his dad was planning on 
flying to Thailand for gender confirmation 
surgery. He told his father if he did that, he 
was essentially dead to him. He told his fa-
ther he would not be a part of his life or his 
kids’ lives.

This young man ended up not speaking to 
his dad for nearly nine years. It took a toll on 

his own health.
This year, during the women’s march, the 

young man was overcome. He wondered 
how he could raise his kids to be the people 
he wanted them to be if he, himself, could not 
accept his own father.

He sent his dad a text, and the conversa-
tion began. He didn’t understand how his 
dad felt or what could drive someone to live 
life in a different gender, but he wanted to 
learn and to love his dad.

This reconciliation didn’t spread to the 
rest of he family, nor did it last long: His 
dad passed away recently and the funeral is 
pending.

This young groomsman and I spoke for 
quite some time, and he was in tears for most 
of it. The rehearsal dinner guests were all 
around and we were oblivious. In the end, he 
hugged me and told me it was like being able 
to talk to his dad, one last time. 

Now I was crying. 
The next day when the ceremony was tak-

ing place, the officiant turned to me, seated 
in the front row with Katie — I was wearing 
a floor-length sequined gown — and said 
“Leslie, do you give your blessing to this 
union of Chrissy and Ryan?” Chrissy had an-
ticipated that moment, and the language was 
handled perfectly. 

True to Chrissy’s plan, my son-in-law, 
Chris, walked her down the aisle, and he 
did a wonderful job. My daughter asked 
me to say a few words to kick off the toasts. 
My brother-in-law asked how long I’d been 
working on it, and I told him, “My entire 
life.”

After the toasts, my newly-married 
daughter danced her first dance with her 
new husband, and after a couple of elegant 
twirls around the dance floor she turned and 
looked me in the eye and extended her hand 
to me. And I joined her in a dance.

It wasn’t a father/daughter dance.
It was something so much more. I’ve never 

felt more loved in my life.                          █

Breaking down barriers to bonding
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There’s a scene near the end of 1970s-set 

Battle of the Sexes in which gay fashion 
designer Cuthbert Collingwood “Ted” 
Tinling tells closeted tennis champ Billie 
Jean King that the times will change and, 
eventually, queers shall live and love 
openly: after all, she is one of the people 
changing them.

How prescient Tinling was. 
Directed by the wife and husband 

team of Valerie Faris and Jonathan Day-

ton (Little Miss Sunshine) and scripted by 
Simon Beaufoy (The Full Monty, Slumdog 
Millionaire), the new film Battle of the Sexes 
(now playing in North Texas; see review, 
Page 23) revisits the earth-moving 1973 
tennis match between twenty-something 
King (Emma Stone) and fifty-something 
Bobby Riggs (Steve Carell), a former men’s 
champ turned showboating chauvinist and 
hustler. It takes place as the married and 
deeply closeted King experiences a first 
lesbian love with a Los Angeles hairdress-
er, Marilyn Barnett (Andrea Riseborough). 
The match would ultimately score a major 

point for gender equality in the sport, 
while King would go on to become an out 
icon.

“It’s a sports movie, but frankly what got 
us interested in this was to tell Billie Jean’s 
personal story,” says Dayton. “The thing 
people hadn’t heard before.”

Indeed, the film tackles King’s profound 
realization that she is other than straight, 
her tortured and complicated love triangle 
with Marilyn and husband Larry King 
(Austin Stowell), the endless stinkeye 
she received from virulently homophobic 
Aussie tennis rival Margaret Court (Jessica 
McNamee) and King’s passionate efforts 
to bring gender equality to society and her 
sport. The film actually commences with 
a 1970 rift between the time’s dominant 
male-run U.S. Lawn Tennis Association, 
under which women received a mere frac-
tion of the prize money male players did 
at tournaments. King subsequently formed 
the Virginia Slims Circuit with eight other 
women, later dubbed the “Original 9,” and 
World Tennis Magazine publisher Gladys 
Hellman (Sarah Silverman), which became 
the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) 
Tour by 1973. 

King was involved with the film’s cre-
ation from early on — an extensive session 
with Beaufoy during the scripting stage, 
reading subsequent drafts, viewing early 
cuts — and weighed in throughout. “She 
was very involved, and it was difficult for 
her, because this was a really hard time in 
her life, and she hasn’t really revisited it,” 
says Dayton. “She said she hadn’t seen 
the match in 25 years, and the relationship 
with Marilyn was fraught.”

Indeed, the relationship with Barnett, 
who was known professionally as King’s 
“assistant,” has been characterized by 
many as toxic and completely deteriorat-
ed in the subsequent years. It served as 
catalyst for King coming out publicly in 
1981, when Burnett filed a palimony suit 
that claimed she was owed a Malibu home 
and lifetime financial support. The result-
ing publicity saw King lose all endorse-
ments overnight and incur devastating 
legal fees. King, still married to Larry at 
the time, characterized Barnett as mentally 
unstable — a paraplegic due to an accident 
by this time, she reportedly attempted 
suicide by jumping off a building — and 
King ultimately won the case. Today, King 

Battle royal
The match between Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs (44 years ago 
this month) was about more than tennis — it was a fight for equality

Andrea Riseborough and Emma Stone
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is happily partnered with Ilana Kloss, a 
fellow former tennis champ and current 
commissioner of co-ed tennis league, WTT.

Despite the unfortunate way things 
turned out for the relationship and Barnett, 
the filmmakers focused on the sunniness 
of their early days together, “because it 
was a key moment for Billie Jean, and we 
wanted to celebrate her finding her au-
thentic self and not get locked up in what 
happens later,” says Dayton. “We’re really 

telling the story of this particular time in 
her life. And now that it’s finished and she 
can watch the movie with an audience, I 
think it’s been an incredibly positive thing 
for her.”

English actress Riseborough, who previ-
ously co-starred with Stone in 2014’s Bird-
man (her credits also include Tom Ford’s 
Nocturnal Animals and Madonna’s W.E.), 
admits she tried to focus on the Marilyn of 

QUEER CLIP: ‘Battle of the Sexes’
If you’re not old enough to remember 

women’s lib, male chauvinist pigs and the 
Equal Rights Amendment, then gather ’round 
the campfire, my children — you’re about to 
get schooled.

You might have thought that women’s 
rights were nothing more than the Lilly 
Ledbetter Act and pop-culture conversations 
about a mythic glass ceiling, but in the 1970s 
it was more hotly debated than presidential 
tweets and Confederate monuments are 
today, and it couldn’t hide in naval-gazing 
algorithms on your social media of choice. 
Despite the passage of Title IX in 1972, as 
of 1973 (and, ya know, today) women in 
sports were treated as second-class citizens. 
And that was nowhere more apparent than 
in tennis. Despite marquee names, women 
were paid a tiny fraction of men’s purses 
(tee-hee… men had purses), and it took Billie 
Jean King (Emma Stone), the sport’s leading 
female, to shake things up. She formed a rival 
tour to the male-favoring USLTA, which came 
to be called the Virginia Slims, and made a 
case for respect — not, as closed-minded 
males insisted, because women “wanted to 
become men,” but because women deserved 
to be treated as different but equal. “Is your 
mom less a person than your dad?” she bites 
at one heckler.

But chauvinists had their leaders, too, 
among them a past-his-prime former Wim-
bledon champ named Bobby Riggs (Steve 
Carell), who’d settled into a niche as a clown-
ish hustler, more professional wrestler than 
pro athlete. And he wanted to increase his 
brand by sowing discord among the sexes: 
Who was better, men or women? He certainly  
believed it at some level, but he was more 

conman than strongman… like a certain Oval 
Office resident of today.

Battle of the Sexes is probably the best 
“gay” movie that doesn’t get ghetto-ized into 
being a “gay” movie like most of them do. It 
transcends that easy moniker — heck, they 
should have called it Brokebackhand Moun-
tain. Because while King is taking a stand 
for equality, she’s also exploring her taboo 
feelings for her hairdresser Marilyn (Andrea 
Riseborough) while still married to her good-
guy hubby. And so we get these parallel 
courses: Coming out, both as feminist and 
gay… though one would be more accepted 
back then than the other.

The film is endlessly fascinating as 
directors Valerie Faris and Jonathan Dayton 
and screenwriter Simon Beaufoy juggle sex 
and sexual, struggle vs. struggle, painting 
sympathetic portraits of damn near everyone 
(except the virulently homophobic Marga-
ret Court and the bigoted tennis promoter 
Jack Kramer, played to a hateable T by Bill 
Pullman). Still, other than King — a trans-
formative performance by Stone, which will 
certainly net her another Oscar nom — it’s 
Alan Cumming in a peripheral role as an out 
man within her orbit who becomes something 
of the touchstone of the piece. He represents 
the struggle and the hope of making a 
difference. And in light of last year’s election 
results and the presence of a showboat-
er-in-chief (and Carell is a master at it), it’s 
difficult not to draw current-day similarities 
between what’s onscreen and real life. Game, 
set and match to progressives… no matter 
how long it takes.

— Arnold Wayne Jones
Five stars. Now playing.
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Author explores the culture  
of gay gang members

The Gang’s All Queer: The Lives of 
Gay Gang Members by Vanessa R. 
Panfil (New York University Press 
2017) $28; 312 pp.

Being a teen ain’t easy. Being a gay teen 
is even harder, Vanessa Panfil knew from 
her work at a Columbus, Ohio, LGBTQ 
center for young adults. That experience 
showed her realities beyond what she’d 
lived herself as a white woman, and it 
sparked an interest in gang membership 
within the community. She already knew 
a handful of gay gang members; after she 
gained their trust, those men introduced 
her to a web of people who opened their 
world to her.

When most people think of gangs, the 
image that comes to mind is one of tattoos 
and machismo. Panfil found some of the 
latter, but that was often used as cover for 
sexual identity; indeed, many of the men 
(though far from all) whom she inter-
viewed remained closeted to their fellow 
gang members.

Panfil identified three 
distinct kinds of gangs: 
all-gay gangs, of which 
there aren’t many; hetero-
sexual gangs, in which 
coming out could be dan-
gerous; and more toler-
ant, easy-going “hybrid” 
gangs in which the mix of 
gay and straight could be 
up to half of each. 

Panfil points out that 
most of her interview 
subjects were careful to 
stress that they were very 
masculine. She also notes 
that, despite that more 
than two out of three gay 
men fought someone else 
over homophobic harass-
ment, protection was not 
the main reason for join-
ing a gang; the main rea-
sons were for perceptions 
of “family,” or because 
of deep friendship. And 
while there was a cer-
tain amount of crime — 
mostly petty theft, drug 
dealing and sex, although 

fierce violence was not unknown — many 
gay gangs offered encouragement, a more 
democratic atmosphere, job-seeking help 
and educational support, thus acting more 
as “cliques” than gangs.

The Gang’s All Queer is a bit on the aca-
demic side, and probably not on anyone’s 
relax-in-a-hammock-and-read list. Having 
said that, it’s a very interesting take on a 
world that never makes the headlines.

Not only did Panfil have access to a 
group of men who were willing to tell all, 
she fully used that access to understand 
why a gay man would turn to a group 
that’s stereotypically anti-gay. This leads 
to a bigger picture and larger questions of 
violence and closeting, as well as problems 
with being black, gay and gangsta. 

Readers — even those who might 
struggle with the college-thesis feel of this 
book — will ultimately come away with a 
better knowledge of a world they mightn’t 
have realized existed before. Certainly for 
scholars, but also for readers interested in 
LGBT cultures, The Gang’s All Queer is a 
pretty safe bet.               █

— Terri Schlichenmeyer
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A blast from the past or a rude 
awakening in Trumplandia?

Born out of the Summer of Love, great 
sex and really great drugs, the 1968 musical 
Hair redefined “radical influence” for a 
modern world. And recreating that feel is 
what Kevin Moriarty, who is directing the 
Dallas Theater Center’s current revival, is 
trying to do… but nearly 50 years later. 

“Hair took a pretty radical vision for 
how musical theater could engage [its 
audience],” says Moriarty, artistic direc-
tor at DTC. “It talked about politics, race, 
sexuality and gender at a time when much 
mainstream entertainment was still very 
cautious.”

In order to capture the revolutionary 
qualities of a show subtitled The American 
Tribal Love Rock Musical, Moriarty started 
by breaking the rules for how the audience 
would see the action. Couches, barber 
chairs, bleachers — none of the seats that 
clutter the stage of the Wyly Theatre are 
the same. But every vantage point affords 

each audience member a personalized and 
unique experience. He wants the show to 
feel less formal than sitting politely for-
ward like church or court, and he created a 
theater-in-the-round to force audiences out 
of their comfort zones and to get them to 
engage in the show as an experience.

 “Rather than building a set that people 
look at, we have built a set that takes up 
the entire room,” Moriarty 
says. “The audience is in 
the set — immersed in a 
happening in the Summer of 
Love.”

“It is not a linear storytelling piece — it’s 
really about a place, time and culture and 
the ideas they explore with a little more 
depth,” explains Joel Ferrell, producer of 
Hair and associate artistic director at DTC. 
“It’s about letting yourself experience it 
like you would experience an abstract 
painting or music or modern dance.”

Hair has been a lightning rod for contro-
versy since its debut, from the pop-music 
score by composer Galt McDermott and 

librettists Jerome Ragni and James Rado. It 
portrays sex, drug use, defiance of author-
ity and anti-war activism — things not 
uncommon nowadays even in mainstream 
theater, but shocking to Broadway audi-
ences in 1968. And in addition to bringing 
up uncomfortable, abstract and even taboo 
topics, Hair further pushed cultural bound-
aries and exposed — literally — the raw 

beauty covered up by insti-
tutions’ rigid rules regarding 
race and self-expression. (Hint: 
The actors get naked.)

 “Stranger things have 
happened in our theater,” Ferrell jokes. 
“Everything we construct about ourselves 
is simply just construction, we are all just 
somewhere in between birth and decay. 
When the tribe becomes nude, it is strik-
ingly beautiful. We are so much more 
similar than we are different.”

Instead of leaving things unsaid, every-
thing is put out on the table in this produc-
tion, picked apart and redefined.

“This is very much meant to be seen as 

daring in the sense of removing man-made 
ridiculous barriers that separate human be-
ings,” Ferrell says. “I don’t know if a year 
ago or a year from now if it would have 
such an impact [as it has now].”

The unique and rebellious production of 
Hair parallels what is seen today: sit-ins, 
protests and an overall lack of trust in who 
we look to for guidance. George Orwell’s 
1984 meets 1967 in a way to define what 
our world is today.

“2017 is shocking similar to 1967,” 
Moriarty says. “America today has a crisis 
in our institutions; there are people across 
the political spectrum who don’t believe 
our government, don’t believe what the 
president says, don’t believe in religious 
leaders. When confronted with a loss of 
belief in the institutions, what are we going 
to do? Are we going to face those institu-
tions and tear them down, or are we going 
to create a radically new society that does 
not rely on the institution? This is the exact 
question we faced in America in 1967.”    █

— Emma Bittner

Nearly 50 years after it revolutionized theater, DTC’s revival lets its ‘Hair’ down. (Photo courtesy Karen Almond)

dawningThis is theLIFE+STYLE
stage

Wyly Theatre, 
2400 Flora St. Through Oct. 22. 

DallasTheaterCenter.org.

HAIR
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WingSpan Theatre dedicates its 
20th season to American master, 
gay playwright Edward Albee

In the 20 years since Susan Sargeant 
founded WingSpan Theatre Co. — with 
its mission to tell stories by, for and about 
women — probably no playwright has 
been more represented than 
Edward Albee (at least seven 
since 2004). Albee passed 
away a year ago, and so for 
the company’s milestone 
anniversary season, Sargeant has pulled 
out another one by the most acclaimed 
playwright of the 20th century: Occupant. 

Written in 2001 but not produced until 
2008, it’s a conversation between The Man 
(played by David Benn) and the American 
sculptor Louise Nevelson (Constance Gold 
Parry). WingSpan opens its production on 
Oct. 5 at the Bath House, with Sargeant di-
recting. We sat down with her and Benn to 
discuss Albee’s place in American letters, 
as well as the compelling tale of survival 
and artistic expression.             █

— Arnold Wayne Jones

Dallas Voice: What was your first exposure 
to Edward Albee? How has your opinion 
of him as a playwright evolved?  Susan 
Sargeant: The first Albee play I ever saw was 
The Zoo Story. I was a young woman, and 
I was totally knocked out by it. I had never 
had an experience like that before in the the-
ater. I could not stop thinking about the play 
for days. As a more mature person, I am still 
knocked out by Albee’s plays. I wanted to 
celebrate Albee’s legacy and I thought there 
was no better way than dedicating my 20th 
anniversary season to the grand provocateur.

David Benn: I, too, was captivated by The Zoo 
Story. At the time [in the 1960s and ’70s] I 
had no idea [Albee] was gay, or that I was, 
for that matter. But something about Albee 
really connected with me. Now that I know 
his story and have admired and studied him 
for decades, I realize how much we had in 
common. His experiences as a gay man and 
artist making his way in the world were, and 
are, inspiring to me. As I’ve gotten older, my 

appreciation of his genius has 
remained. My youthful enthusi-
asm for the bold, in-your-face 
modernity of his plays has ma-
tured into a greater appreciation 

of his insight into the human condition, which 
sounds perfectly trite. Sorry. He remained a 
brilliant wordsmith and provocative thinker 
and teacher.

WingSpan has done a lot of work by Albee, 
as well as another gay scribe, Tennessee 
Williams. What attracts you to their work?  
SS: The playwrights that you mentioned — 
and I would add Samuel Beckett, who was a 
great influence on Albee — started as poets. 
Albee certainly embodies music of language, 
intelligence, wit and searing insights into 
the human condition. I find these elements 
irresistible.

DB: I’ve never been a part of a WingSpan pro-
duction, but I have a great appreciation for 
Susan’s expertise with the Albee canon. 

Occupant — one of Albee’s last plays — is 
about the life of his friend, the sculptor 
Louise Nevelson, known for her epic, 
monochromatic woodcarvings. What drew 
you to this piece?  SS: I have known about 
the play for quite awhile, and I was fascinat-
ed by [Nevelson] and also the construct of 
the play. Nevelson and Albee were friends, 
and the play is really a salute from one artist 
to another. It also provides a tremendous 
tour-de-force role for a female actor. This 
play also spoke to me as an artist and most 

David Benn and Constance Gold Parry star in Edward Albee’s ‘Occupant,’ about pioneering sculptor 
Louise Nevelson. (Photo courtesy Lowell Sargeant)

Bath House Cultural Center, 
521 E. Lawther Drive. Oct. 5–21. 

WingSpanTheatre.com

OCCUPANT

Well, 
Albee
Well, 
Albee
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One of those trusted writers is 

David Taffet…

To have confidence in something,
or to believe in someone
Trusted:
To be trusted 
In our world, trusted means everything.

For reporters, columnists and editors,  
trust is the standard they live by. And as  
members of our community, they under-
stand how important it is for you to trust 
your local newspaper.

David Taffet is one of the most trusted names 
in LGBT media. He has written for Dallas Voice 
for 27 years. This year he was awarded the  
Houston Press Club’s Lone Star Award for 
Newspaper Journalist of the Year and Newspaper 
Feature Story of the Year. 

He grew up in Yonkers, N.Y., graduated from SUNY 
Albany and moved to Dallas in 1979. He’s owned  
several businesses, including a travel agency. His  
extensive world travel led to his writing a travel 
column for Dallas Voice that continued for 10 years 
followed by freelance assignments and ultimately  
a staff position. Since 1990, he’s been a host of  
Lambda Weekly, the oldest, longest running LGBT  
talk show in the U.S. currently airing on Sundays  
at 1 p.m. on 89.3 KNON-fm.

Local. Trusted. Connected.
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Rhonda (Charlotte Akin) and Don (John 
S. Davies), older white Republican Bap-
tists, are having an awkward dinner with 
their new neighbors, an interracial gay 
couple: Marcus (Wilbur Penn) and Clark 
(Chad Cline). As you might expect — and 
as they all no doubt did — the 
dessert course is served as 
cold as the hospitality. Clark 
and Rhonda seem to get 
along OK, but Marcus sees 
insults in every question, and Don spends 
more time with a foot in his mouth than 
a four-month-old. They are from sepa-
rate worlds, thrown together by circum-
stance — Rhonda and Don moved from 
the backwoods of East Texas and settled 
unknowingly in the gayborhood. But, in 
the best tradition of situation comedy, such 
a conflict of cultures can be the source of a 
lot of humor. 

A theme of Matt Lyle’s Cedar Springs 
or Big Scary Animals, which ends its run 
at Theatre Too this weekend, is that we all 
have something to learn from each other, 
no matter how different.

I’m not sure I agree, but we’ll get to that.
Almost every gay adult has had a 

tense meal with bigoted conservatives 
who languish in a fog of ignorance and 
bible-thumping judgment — we call it 
Thanksgiving. (I kid, I kid… sort of.) 
But an almost equal number have no 
doubt encountered people who, despite 
all assumptions to the contrary, aren’t as 

bad as expected. There are two miserable, 
judgmental, unpleasant narcissists in Cedar 
Springs … but they aren’t who you think.

Lyle is one of Dallas’ most subversively 
funny playwrights, mining humor from 
dark and unusual places (worldwide apoc-
alypse; online dating by mad scientists). 
The set-up of Cedar Springs isn’t far from 
the second act of La Cage aux Folles, but 

Lyle breathes a fresh, contem-
porary and highly localized 
spin on it. 

One of the deceptive twists 
of the play is who we end up 

identifying with. Rhonda and Don sound 
like they might be Trump voters, but at 
least they are trying. (“We’re the best kind 
of people — Christians!” Rhonda cheerily 
asserts.) Marcus, on the other hand — and 
his adopted 19-year-old daughter Sophia 
(Alle Mims) — don’t have the same excus-
es. Marcus is professorial, prickly, defen-
sive. When Don asks if Sophia’s parents 
were drug-addicted criminals, Marcus 
all but recites Martin Luther King’s “I 
Have a Dream” speech to him for making 
such stereotypical assumptions … but he 
doesn’t deny it. He’s like the living embod-
iment of David Sedaris’ short story “Glen’s 
Homophobia Newsletter” — a man who 
assumes the worst in everyone and breeds 
suspicion… except when he’s being a pe-
dantic and insufferable smartypants. (He’s 
matched by Sophia, an activist and college 
student who thinks confrontation equates 
with conversation, accusation substitutes 

Don (John S. Davies, left) and Rhonda (Charlotte Akin, right) dine with Clark (Chad Cline) and his hus-
band in the hilarious ‘Cedar Springs or Big Scary Animals.’ (Photo by Jeffrey Schmidt)

Theatre Too, 
2800 Routh St. Through Sunday.  

Theatre3Dallas.com.

CEDAR SPRINGS
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Cabaret comedian Bridget Everett 
breaks through

Singer-comedian-actress Bridget Everett 
likes to call her act “alt-cabaret,” thanks 
to its mix of raunchy song, storytelling 
and audience interaction (e.g. sitting on 
a face is not outside her repertoire). She’s 
attained cult status and a significant LGBT 
following in NYC thanks to performances 
at Joe’s Pub, while she’s reached larger 
audiences via tours, a Comedy Central 
special Gynecological Wonder, albums and 
appearances on buddy Amy Schumer’s 
namesake series.

Yet 2017 has proved a true breakout year 
for the 45-year-old Kansas native that will 
take her into the pop culture stratosphere. 
She has garnered acclaim for her dramatic 
chops as a Jagermeister-swilling, toxically 
resentful single mother in the acclaimed 
dramedy Patti Cake$; co-starred with Toni 
Colette and Molly Shannon as a mom gone 
wild in Fun Mom Dinner; and stars in/co-
wrote I Love You More, a new, semi-autobi-
ographical Amazon series from Sex and the 
City’s Michael Patrick King and director/

comedian Bobcat Goldthwait. 
We phoned up Everett to talk naughty 

moms, thirsty gays, and the most colorful 
way she’s had her music described.           █

— Lawrence Ferber

Dallas Voice: In Patti Cake$, your character, 
Barb, is a failed singer who resents and 
spews venom at her zaftig aspiring rapper 
daughter, Patti. Was or is there anyone as 
bitter in your life?  Everett: Oh, absolute-
ly. Barb ended up being a combination of 
a few different women in my life. My mom 
was a single mother and my dad left her, so 
a little of her experience. Certainly my own 
bitterness about not getting a career going 
for many years.

Fun Mom Dinner just came out, too. How 
was that?  It was a super fun experience. It’s 
weird that I keep playing mothers, because I 
don’t have any children of my own. I have a 
dog, Poppy, a pomeranian angel sweetheart. 
She’s my best girlfriend, but that’s it.

Do you know any naughty moms?  Oh sure, I 
live in New York! What do you think happens 
there? When I went home to Kansas and did 
a show at Kansas City, all my high school 
girlfriends showed up in a party bus. I was 
like, what’s happening right now? There was 

a case of booze. When moms go wild, this 
regular sort of party girl cannot keep up.

Would you like to be a mom? Who would be 
your dream daughter?  Oh my god. I would 
never want to be a mother. My dream daugh-
ter would be Poppy! She’s such an angel, 
she loves to snuggle, she does what she’s 
told and she’s there for me when I need her. I 
don’t know it could get better than that.

What if you found out she thinks Trump is a 
really good president?  I guess I’d have to 
move on and get a fresh new daughter. “I’m 
not having that bullshit in my house, Poppy.”

Who would be your dream duet partner?  
Freddie Mercury or Barry Manilow. I know 
Freddie’s not ever gonna happen, but Barry 
sort of was the soundtrack of my childhood, 
and his music instantly makes me feel happy 
and relaxed. He’s legendary. I’ve seen him 
in concert and cried like five times, it was so 
joyful.

Were you happy when he publicly came 
out of the closet?  Yes. I’m happy when 
anybody gets to be who they are. That’s the 
best.

How often do you come across someone 
closeted in the industry?  It’s crazy that 
you still do! Like, what are you doing? First 
of all, we need all the allies we can get, and 
secondly nobody gives a shit. Just come out 
of the closet!

You’re pals with Billy Eichner and Gayby’s 
Jonathan Lisecki. Who was your first gay 
friend?  My cousin Bruce. I grew up in the 
1970s and ’80s and I thought he was the 
coolest person in the world, and he was gay, 
so I came out kicking and screaming for my 
gay army of friends.

Have you ever been with a gay friend when 
they used Grindr, and what did you learn 
from it?  Of course! It’s New York! I’ve been 
left behind because of Grindr more than a 
dozen times. When people are hungry and 
they’ve gotta eat, that’s the priority, and the 
time when your friends do what they need 
to do.

You were a fan of Kiki and Herb, aka Justin 
Vivian Bond and Kenny Mellman, and later 
got to actually work with both of them. 
Do you have an anecdote to share about 
the goddess?  I remember when Vivian, 
Viv, said to me, “You know what your music 
is? It’s cunt rock.” Cunt rock! I love that. Viv 
is a legendary person, persona, performer, 
trailblazer.

Here’s a deal with the devil to end on – you 
get a really amazing cruise gig for a week 
but must hang out with Guy Fieri during 
all of your downtime. Do you take it?  
Uh, I believe I don’t have availability in my 
calendar.

Alt-wrongAlt-wrong
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Patti LaBelle dishes on ‘still 
standing’ thanks to the LGBT 
community … and those notorious 
Walmart pies

Is there a singer more real than Patti 
LaBelle? The 73-year-old legend of song 
(and shade) is a firehose of strong-mind-
ed opinions, and in an age that has some 

tight-lipped “divettes,” as LaBelle calls 
them, refraining from saying too much, the 
ever-honest LaBelle is, refreshingly, that 
rare freewheeler who revels in being blunt 
AF. 

In 2014, she told me she no longer 
considers herself a diva because “all these 
little heifers who can’t sing are called di-
vas.” The word, she observed, is not “cute 

anymore.” Now, after our recent warm 
phone reunion while doing promo for her 
new jazz album, Bel Hommage, she who has 
given the gays so much, from music and 
pies to a bevy of side-eye-serving GIFs, still 
has more to give — even her own precious 
pie-making time. 

And by the end of our 25-minute inter-
view we’ve covered generous ground: why 

she’s “still standing” thanks to the LGBT 
community, President “Trumpette” and his 
Twitter-proposed ban on transgender peo-
ple in the military, her music-biz foes (and 
how Aretha Franklin is not one of them) 
and how you “may see me as a diva and 
that’s a compliment to those who think it’s 
a compliment.”                █

— Chris Azzopardi

Dallas Voice: I was happy to see that you 
did NYC Pride this summer. Is there 
something special about performing for 
an all-gay audience?  That night it poured 
[rain], so when Deborah Cox was on she did 
three songs and then had to be rushed off the 
stage. It could’ve been shut down ’cause it 
was so bad. Everybody got drenched. So in-
stead of my going on at 9, I went on at about 
10:15... and they were still there!

My whole thing is, when I knew I was doing 
gay Pride, I said, “I’m gonna wear something 
beautifully outrageous, and I’m gonna have 
that old Patti LaBelle hair that I used to do 
with the fans and all that jazz.”

I said, “I’m gonna wear that hair!” And from 
the time I went on until the end, they never 
stopped yelling for more. I mean, when we 
were pulling out in our car, they were still, 
“More, more, more!” They were so enthusi-
astic. But what I did: I wore that old hair, and 
a lot of people who didn’t know me from the 
’80s — we got some bad press for it — and 
I said, “You know what, I did that for my 
queens. They understand it.” It was for you 
guys. But I enjoyed doing it. And then the 
wind knocked that sucker down. I said, “OK, 
I’m gonna have to kick it up.” 

Ha! Who would give Patti LaBelle crap for 
her hair?  People who didn’t really under-
stand where I was in the ’80s. You know, 
some of the younger kids – they don’t have a 
clue who Patti LaBelle or Labelle was. 

Speaking of Deborah Cox, a lot of people 
don’t know that Montell Jordan wrote 
“Nobody’s Supposed to Be Here,” but you 
didn’t love it and then it went to Deborah.  
Deborah always says I’m her reason for being 
in show business because I let the song go 
and she got it. That’s her start. After that, I 
started performing that song at my show and 
told the audience, “This is the song that got 
away.” But I’m happy it did because I love her. 

Have you given up a lot of songs that be-
came hits?  Right?! Well, this is the first time 
for me. But I’ll know the next time to hold onto 
something that sounds halfway decent. 

Do you pay attention to the memes and GIFs 
of you throwing shade that people love to 
share on the internet?  Yeah, I see them. 
And you know what, I’m honored! And when-
ever I see something that’s not totally positive 
about me, I say, “God, at least they thought 
about me.” It’s really the way to look at these 
situations. But at the end of the day I know 
who I really am… and that’s a cool chick! 

Has your son given up on keeping what 
you say in check?  Well, he tries. Lately, he 
hasn’t had to because I’ve not been saying 
anything out of order. But I know he’s always 
waiting and when I do he’ll take me to the 
side: “Mom, could you not say that ever 
again?” I say, “OK.” Something happened 
about two weeks ago and I’m trying to re-
member what it was. This time it was about… 
god, what did I do? I’m always doin’ some-
thing and he’s always reprimanding me for it. 

Do you ever regret things that you say?  
My god, about 50 million things. I’m full of 
regrets. But you know what, I’m honest. So it 
will come out and I’ll say, “God, I didn’t mean 
to say that.” But it’s too late. And I’m not gon-
na whoop myself up for it.  I did it and I’ll do it 
again. I know I’ll do it! I do have my little cop 
son watching me, so I try to be nice. 

People are under the impression there’s 
rivalry between you and Aretha Franklin, 
but you recently quashed that rumor when 
you said, of anyone, you’d most want to 
duet with her. Why do people think you 
had a beef? And what’s the deal with wom-
en constantly being pitted against each 
other?  I’m not gonna be pitted against any 
lady in this industry. I do my job, I sing hard 

and I sing well, and I love what I do. If another 
lady finds that as being too much for them, or 
whoever might feel I’m being too much, that’s 
their problem. But I’ve never had beef.

Now, there are a lot of ladies in this industry who 
don’t care for Patti LaBelle — and some gen-
tlemen, also — but I look at them and I smile. 
Because what can I do? I can’t change your 
mind, boo, because I don’t wanna change 
your mind. You go on thinkin’ about me the 
way you think. No — but I haven’t had beef 
with anyone. I’ve had a lot of dislikes. But I 
pay no mind. I keep moving and I don’t stop 
to talk about the ones who talk about me. 

Let’s talk about food. You know how people 
say gays don’t eat carbs?  Gays don’t eat 
carbs — who said that?! Every gay guy I 
know, they eat carbs. 

And they eat your pies?  They eat my pies, 
honey! And my peach cobbler. You have to 
go to Walmart, or I’ll have to come and make 
you one personally. One more thing about 
food: I start taping my cooking show soon and 
Laverne Cox is one of my cooking buddies. 

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
To read more of Patty LaBelle’s inerview,visit DallasVoice.com.

Sugar, spice and 
everything 
nice
Sugar, spice and 
everything 
nice
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Forget your spiced latte — here 
are two places where pumpkins 
are elevated to works of art

ARNOLD WAYNE JONES  |  Executive Editor
jones@dallasvoice.com 

For a few years now, autumn means 
pumpkin-spiced-everything, from caffein-
ated drinks to enemas (we’re assuming), 
and most of us are sick of such basic crap. 
It only muddies the reputation of the 
iconic gourd for which the spice (and, you 
know, you can make it yourself with cin-
namon, nutmeg, cloves and ginger) draws 
its name.

Pumpkins hold a symbolic space in the 
Zeitgeist. They can be magically turned 
into carriages for princesses (and we all 
know our share of princesses). They can 
be carved into expressive jack-o-lanterns 
to scare and amaze. They form the basis 

of a pie that conjures memories of home 
and family. And in at least two locations 
in Dallas right now, they achieve a status 
of art.

Over at the Dallas Museum of Art, 
an exhibit by Yayoi Kusama — a visual 
artist almost as well known for her bouts 
with mental illness as she is her signature 
Infinity Mirror Rooms — turns the simple 
squash into a cosmic experience.

All the Eternal Love I Have for the Pump-
kins is Kusama’s latest installation, which 
reflects her own preoccupation with 
gourds, semi-circles, repetition and phallic 
imagery … and of which converge into an 
immersive, 45-second “visit” inside the 
enclosed, under-lit space that illuminates 
62 delicate acrylic pumpkins, but which 
multiply countless times into a seemingly 
endless expanse. 

Patrons will need to line up to enter the 
box two at a time, during which they will 
have 45 seconds to contemplate the majes-

ty and meekness of 
the pumpkinverse, a 
meditative and magical 
experience. It runs through 
February, but go early — you 
won’t want to miss it.

A different kind of exhibit oc-
cupies the annual pumpkin patch at 
the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden. All of these pumpkins, zucchinis, 
acorn squashes and their genetic cous-
ins are real vegetables… and unlike the 
DMA’s mere 62 that look like infinitely 
more, nearly 100,000 separate gourds 
decorate the grounds. The theme this year 
is as gay as it can be: The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz. You can walk the Yellow Brick Road, 
see a Cowardly Lion made of corn, a 
Scarecrow who is an actual scarecrow and 
even an Emerald City. It’s enchantingly 
autumnal — something every Friend of 
Dorothy should do at least once.         █

Dallas Museum of Art, 1717 Harwood St. 

Yayoi 
Kusama: 
All the 
Eternal Love I 
Have for Pump-
kins, Oct. 1–Feb. 25. 
DMA.org.

Dallas Arboretum and Bo-
tanical Garden, 8585 Garland 
Road. Pumpkin Patch through 
Nov. 22. DallasArboretum.org.

Gourd-geous!

LIFE+STYLE
fine art
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for discussion, honesty trumps manners, 
and mockery can only be one-sided. In 
short, she’s a spoilt teenager.) He got pain, 
Effie White might say; he is pain, too.

There are many, many hilarious mo-
ments in this provocative piece, and most 
of those are owned by Cline. He’s the flam-
boyant one in the dyad, a cuddly nurturer 
with a quick wit and disarming smile. It’s 
a delightful performance. 

Akin and Davies are nearly as good — 
Davies especially in a late-act monologue 
that is one of several sincerely emotional 
moments. Jaxon Beeson (as Rhonda and 
Don’s home-schooled son) and even Mims 
do well, too, but Penn flubs a number 
of lines, and his character feels a bit too 
impenetrable. 

David Walsh’s bifurcated set splits 
the action down the middle of the tight 
Theatre Too black box, which leads to 
an ungainly imbalance of the action, but 
something else more than makes up for 
it: The audience. The performance I saw 
was nearly filled, and this smart, 85-min-
ute comedy created a sense of community 
that is, at its heart, the goal of all theater 
(and, to be blunt, rarely achieved). In the 
restroom after the performance, I over-
heard a patron observe, “Why do small 
theaters do such better work than many of 
the bigger ones?” I wanted to tell him the 
answer: Heart, risk and respect for intelli-
gence. Community is what brings gays to 
Cedar Springs… and what should bring 
audiences to Cedar Springs.             █

those happier early days, and keep what 
followed on the periphery. 

“None of us know where our lives will 
be in 10 years no matter how we plan or 
imagine things,” she says. “We have no 
idea what facets of our personalities might 
come out. The relationship with Marilyn 
awakened something in Billie Jean. That 
was a huge basis for how I played her. 
Freedom and liberty and the hope of the 
early ’70s, she embodies all of that in our 
film. I felt she was incredibly grounded 
and earthy, but she had lightness, was 
ethereal and hopeful, and free-spirited. 
Apparently, Marilyn had those qualities, 
Billie Jean told me.”

In constructing the film, the makers took 
significant artistic license with the time-
line of real events, especially in regards 
to the relationships depicted (including 
that of Riggs and wife Priscilla, played by 
Elisabeth Shue), for emotional resonance. 

To play King, Stone trained extensively in 
tennis for four months, gaining 15 pounds 
of muscle in the process, while extensively 
researching and spending face time with 
the icon. Yet although newly-minted Oscar 
winner Stone imbued her performance 
with subtle King-isms — the pitch of her 
voice, body language, gait, and smile — 
Dayton and Faris elected not to go the 
Monster route of extensive makeup and 
hair work to fully transform Stone into the 
freckled face and, as Faris diplomatically 
puts it, “less stylish haircuts” of King at 
the time. “We made a creative decision to 
avoid the mullet,” says Dayton. 

“I think to get that mullet we would 
have had to put so much hair on Emma,” 
Faris elaborates, “and deal with the 
logistics of wigs and prosthetics. It’s not 
so much about making her look like Billie 
Jean exactly.” 

Riseborough also had the opportunity to 

spend personal time with King, although 
not until after production wrapped. She 
admits that having King’s personal sup-
port for the production was important to 
all involved and found her to be a pro-
foundly inspirational figure. “You spend 
five minutes around her and you want to 
go into your life and start punching walls, 
she’s so motivating,” Riseborough says. 
“Billie said that I was eerily like Marilyn. 
I’m very pleased with that.” 

For the gripping climactic match, shot to 
evoke 1970s sports TV, pro players Kaitlyn 
Christian and Vince Spadea doubled for 
Cavell and Stone, recreating their respec-
tive characters’ playing styles (from the 
size, shape and weight of racquets to ten-
nis court surfaces — everything about the 
game has changed since then). Christian 
also stood in for Stone during a recreation 
of King’s tense match with Court (Lauren 
Kline doubled for McNamee during this 

scene). 
Court, who segued from her tennis 

career to that of Pentecostal minister, has 
been actively rallying against same-sex 
marriage in Australia — a non-binding 
survey of the country’s population on 
whether same-sex marriage should be 
legal is underway and could motivate 
politicians to actually move ahead with 
legislation — and made international 
press recently for her proclamation that 
gays “want marriage because they want 
to destroy it” and somehow that will lead 
to eradication of Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day, Easter and Christmas to boot. (Ironic, 
in part, because Court’s disastrous match 
where Riggs trounced her four months 
prior to King’s was nicknamed the Moth-
er’s Day Massacre.)

“We were a little worried that we were 
going too far with portraying her ho-
mophobia,” Dayton says, “but she’s been 
very good at making us feel comfortable 
that we haven’t exaggerated anything.”

One supporting character whose life 
absolutely reads stranger than fiction — 
and easily deserves his own film — is 
Tinling, the Original 9’s dress designer 
(he also designed Martina Navratilova’s 
1979 Wimbledon dress), also served as a 
British spy during WWII, as a pro tennis 
player, as a tennis historian/commentator 
and author during his 79 years (he died 
in 1990). Alan Cumming plays Tinling as 
friend and sort of queer mentor to King, 
and delivers one of the most memorable, 
moving lines at the end. 

“We just scratched the surface [with 
him]!” Dayton says. “There were so many 
interesting people [within this story] and 
they all deserved more time, but that was 
part of the fun of this — to throw them all 
together and keep all these balls in the air 
as we tell this particular story.”                  █

█ ROYAL From Page 24

especially as a woman.
DB: I had heard of Occupant, but I had not 

read it until Susan sent it to me back in the 
springtime. It is an intelligent rumination on 
several themes, but most important is Louise 
Nevelson herself: Her work, her life, and her 
unforgettable strength and tenacity. Occu-
pant has lots to say about the challenges 
women in art, and women in general, must 
navigate in American society. Louise Nevel-
son’s journey is worth revisiting. Sadly, some 
things just don’t change fast enough. She is 
a cautionary tale in some ways, and a role 
model in others. Albee and Nevelson were 
great friends, so, maybe this was his last 
chance to talk some things out with her. That 
is a conversation worth listening to.

Because he writes mostly in “theater of the 
absurd,” Albee’s plays aren’t linear and 
clearly plotted, and the characters are 

often “types” or stand-ins for ideas. What 
are the challenges making them “work” as 
a director? As an actor?  SS: Albee plays 
are lighter on plot and all about the human 
landscape. The complicated humanity of 
Albee plays are always at the forefront for 
me when I am in the director’s chair. There 
is a great book entitled A Singular Journey 
by Mel Gussow [the late New York Times 
theater critic]. It has been a touchstone for 
me over the years when I am taking on an 
Albee play. 

DB: The challenges are great [as an actor]. He 
was a poet who wrote plays, so the word-
play keeps us on our toes. But his one-act, 
The Sandbox [which WingSpan produced 
in 2010], is the perfect one-act play. Period. 
For an actor, the absurdity of it is liberating. 
Things don’t have to make sense, but they 
have to be true.

█ OCCUPANT From Page 27 █ CEDAR SPRINGS From Page 28

Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs



      09.29.17    █       dallasvoice      35

LIFE+STYLE
best bets

Cute, Reliable & Affordable...

Unlike your ex-boyfriend!
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Friday 10.06
Burgers & Burgundy is back, 
and has its Eye on you

Burgers & Burgundy started when Dallas 
chef John Tesar served on DIFFA’s Style 
Council and has continued every year 
since. The fundraiser to combat HIV/
AIDS includes talented chefs (among 
them this year Blaine Staniford, pictured, 
Janice Provost, Stephan Pyles, Brad 
Phillips and Sharon Van Meter. New this 
year is the location: The Eye outside the 
Joule Hotel in Downtown. It’s always a 
blast. 
 
DEETS: Eye at the Joule, 1601 Main St. 
6:30–9:30 p.m. $150. DIFFADallas.org.

Friday 09.28 — Sunday 10.22
Howwwdddyyy, folks! Big Tex is back at the State Fair

Who knows how long the State Fair will remain at the grounds created for it? 
Things are constantly changing, nothing is certain… just ask Big Tex, who 
burned down a few years ago. But until then, we have deep-fried foods that God 
never meant to be so treated, Fletcher’s Corny Dogs, the Midway and countless 
other reasons to come back as long as you can.

DEETS: Fair Park 1300 Robert B. Cullum Blvd. BigTex.org.

Saturday 09.30
Raise a glass at the Ultimate Cocktail Experience

One of the newer foodie events in town is also the most fun. The Ultimate Cocktail Experience 
gives 100 bartenders the chance to show their skills with different liquors and themes, all to raise 
money for children. The high-octane outdoor event returns to Kyle Warren Park this Saturday.

DEETS: Kylde Warren Park, 2012 Woodall Rodgers Freeway. 6:30 p.m. 
UltimateCocktailExperience.com.
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calendar highlights

ARTSWEEK
THEATER
Cedar Springs or Big Scary Animals. Theatre 
Too, 2800 Routh St. in the Quadrangle. Reviewed 
this week; final weekend. Theatre3Dallas.com.
Adding Machine: The Musical. A darkly comic 
musical adaptation of Elmer Rice’s incendiary 
1923 play about the effects of automation on 

the modern American male psyche. Directed by 
Blake Hackler. Theatre 3, 2800 Routh St. in the 
Quadrangle. Through Oct. 22.  
Theatre3Dallas.com.
Deferred Action. The new local play about DACA 
“Dreamers” returns, more timely than ever. Latino 
Cultural Center, 2600 Live Oak St. Sept 27–29. 
7:30 p.m. CaraMiaTheatre.org.

Miller, Mississippi. A world premiere from 
playwright Boo Killebrew, which tracks the 
slowness of change in Mississippi during the Civil 
Rights Movement. Final weekend. Presented by 
the Dallas Theater Center. Wyly Theatre, 2400 
Flora St. DallasTheaterCenter.org.
Winston’s Birthday. The American premiere of 
this comedy by Paul Baker, presented by Theatre 
Britain. Final weekend. Cox Playhouse, 1517 H 

Ave., Plano. Theatre-Britain.com.
Hair. The hippie musical. See story Page 26. 
Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St. Through Oct. 22. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

BALLET
Beauty and the Beast. Texas Ballet Theater 
presents this tale as old as time at Bass 

THE LATEST 
STROKING 

TECHNOLOGY
 IS HERE!

1720 W. MOCKINGBIRD LANE 
DALLAS, TX 75235 • 214-630-7071 
(enter in rear behind New Fine Arts)

THE AUTO BLOW 
2 PLUS!

Safe, fast and effective 
solutions for Erectile 
Dysfunction and 
Premature Ejaculation.
$99 Consultation, this month!
Has Viagra, Cialis or Levitra let 
you down? Guaranteed* positive 
results from our medication.    
It’s easy, safe and works for 97% 
of all men regardless of their 
medical history. (*or your visit is FREE)

888-548-0789
1850 Lakepointe Drive, Suite 500, 
Lewisville, TX  75057
AmericanMaleMedical.com
Proud to serve the LGBT community!
(Other locations in Nashville, TN, Sherman 
Oaks, CA, Irvine, CA)

Texas Ballet Theater’s ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ now at Fort Worth’s Bass Performance Hall. 
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Performance Hall, 525 Commerce St., 
Fort Worth. Sept. 29–Oct. 1. BassHall.com. 
TexasBalletTheater.org.

CONCERTS
PVRIS. Led by queer-activist frontwoman Lynn 
Gunn, the group headlines a concert in support 
of the new album All We Know of Heaven, All We 
Need of Hell. A portion of proceeds will benefit  
The Ally Coalition. The Bomb Factory,  
2713 Canton St. TheBomb.FactoryDallas.com.

FINE ART
Sopheap Pich. The Cambodian sculptor’s work, 
including the massive Rang Phnom Flower, on 
display at Crow Collection of Asian Art,  
2010 Flora St. Through Jan. 7.  
CrowCollection.org.
Tom Sachs: Tea Ceremony. The Nasher 
presents this exhibition of Sachs’ reworking  
of Japanese traditional tea service.  
Nasher Sculpture Center, 2001 Flora St.  
Through Jan. 7. NasherSculptureCenter.org.
Yayoi Kusama: All the Eternal Love I Have 
for the Pumpkins. The DMA features the only 
Infinity Mirror Room of its kind in a North American 
collection, this tribute to the gourd by Japanese 
artist Yayoi Kusama. Dallas Museum of Art,  
1717 Harwood St. Oct. 1–Feb. 25. DMA.org.

EXHIBITIONS
Pumpkin Patch Village. Dallas Arboretum,  
8525 Garland Road. Through Nov. 22. 
DallasArboretum.org.
State Fair of Texas. 1300 Robert B. Cullum Blvd. 
Through Oct. 22. BigTex.org.

HALLOWEEN

Screams. Annual Halloween-themed park on 
the Scarborough Faire grounds, 2511 FM 66, 
Waxahachie. Through Oct. 28. ScreamsPark.com

FRIDAY 09.29
COMMUNITY
Panoptikon. The weekly retro disco dance party, 
presented by Lord Byron. Red Light, 2911 Main St. 
Doors 9 p.m.

MAGIC
The Naked Magicians. Two straight men bare it 
all (eventually) in this magic act where you know 
there is nothing up their sleeves. House of Blues, 
2200 N. Lamar St. 7 p.m. LiveNation.com.

SATURDAY 09.30
FESTIVAL
Ultimate Cocktail Experience. This fundraiser for 
Trigger’s Toys, featuring top local mixologists and 
chefs working with international themes, returns 
to Klyde Warren Park, 2012 Woodall Rodgers 
Freeway. 6:30 p.m.  
UltimateCocktailExperience.com.

SUNDAY 10.01
COMMUNITY
LifeWalk. The fundraiser for Prism Health is the 
first official gay event in the newly renamed  
Oak Lawn Park, 3333 Turtle Creek Blvd.  
Begins at 11 a.m. Lifewalk.org.

MONDAY 10.02

CABARET
Mama’s Party. Local singer Amy Stevenson hosts 
her ongoing cabaret series, always with special 
guests and a good time. Uptown Theater,  
120 E. Main St. Grand Prairie. $10.

TUESDAY 10.03
FILM
House of Wax. The original 3D hit horror film, a 
macabre story of a madman played, of course, 
by Vincent Price. Screens as part of the Tuesday 
Big Movie New Classic Series at Landmark’s 
Magnolia Theatre in the West Village,  
3699 McKinney Ave.  
Screens at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

THURSDAY 10.05
THEATER
Occupant. WingSpan Theatre opens its 20th 
anniversary season with a late play by multiple 
Pulitzer Prize winner Edward Albee. See story, 
Page 27. Bath House Cultural Center,  
521 E. Lawther Drive. Oct. 5–21 
WingSpanTheatre.com.

CABARET
Glitterbomb Denton. Weekly queer variety 
show with a new lineup every Thursday. Mable 
Peabody’s Beauty Parlor and Chain Saw Repair, 
1125 E. University Drive, Denton. 9:30 p.m. 

PRIDE
2017 Dallas Black Pride Weekend. North Texas’ 
major black gay Pride celebration. Presented by 
Dallas Southern Pride. Oct. 5–8. For details,  
visit DallasSouthrnPride.com.

FRIDAY 10.06
COMMUNITY
Burgers and Burgundy. Chef John Tesar’s 
annual DIFFA fundraiser, this time relocated 
to The Eye at The Joule. Texas Ballet Theater 
presents this tale as old as time in Cowtown. 
Bass Performance Hall, 525 Commerce St., 
Fort Worth. Sept. 29–Oct. 1. BassHall.com. 
TexasBalletTheater.org.

Ave., Plano. Theatre-Britain.com.
Hair. The hippie musical. See story Page 26. 
Wyly Theatre, 2400 Flora St. Through Oct. 22. 
DallasTheaterCenter.org.

BALLET
Beauty and the Beast. Texas Ballet Theater 
presents this tale as old as time at Bass 

█  browse
For a more complete Community 

Calendar online, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

█  submit
To submit an item for inclusion in 

the Community Calendar, visit 
Tinyurl.com/dvevents.

this week’s solution
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L+S     scoop

Cassie Nova
Cassie gets seriuos about drug use

Good day, my lovelies. As I sit here, I reflect 
on this summer and boy, am I ready for cooler 
weather! We had the Pride Parade recently, 
and it was awesome, but bitch it was hot. The 
parade started about an hour late, something 
to do with the barricades. Where we were 
waiting, there was no shade at all. Thank God 
for my hot pink Dallas Voice Big Gay Fan. I’ve 
said it before and I will say it again: Extreme 
heat and drag are not friends. They are, in fact, 
bitter enemies. Plus I got a little white trash 
sunburn on my arms from wearing a T-shirt in 
drag. It was very chic.

Could we please move Pride Weekend to 
October — or hell, how about January? Gays 
love being seen in cute sweaters or light 
jackets. I could dress as Elsa if it snows. But 
you know, there is always gonna be that over-
ly-confident queen in a thong no matter the 
weather… who then complain when he gets 
pneumonia. 

Imagine it: a Pride parade in the cold. Who 
am I kidding, a Pride parade in the cool would 
suffice … we are still in Texas. It would be like 
our own Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, but 
with drag queens instead of giant balloons, and 
spiked hot chocolate instead of bottled waters 
and Jell-O shots. Drag queens could wear 
even bigger hair for warmth. The go-go boys 
could wear cool body suits with the ass cut out. 
Parade watchers could wear those awesome 
onesies. Everyone dressed in their fiercest 
faux furs and tacky-ass fur-lined Uggs. A bon-
fire could be in the middle of the park that we 
all picnic around. We could add those chemical 
things that turn the fire a rainbow of colors. It 
would be awesome. Oh well, a girl can dream. 

Now let’s help out some of y’all that took the 
time to write in to me. 

Dear Cassie, I need some real advice. You 
have made jokes during your show about do-
ing drugs years ago. Is that true? I have been 
on drugs for about six years now. I only do ice, 
and I only snort it, I never smoke it. My friends 
that do ice usually only do it on the weekend to 
party; I do it every day. I have to. My problem 
is that I have to have it every day just to have 
the energy to go to work. In a way, I wish it 
was more obvious that I am fucked up, but 
nobody ever thinks I am on drugs until I am not 
on them. I need them to function like a regular 
person. I work two jobs. I make good money, 
I pay my bills, sometimes late, but I always 
make sure I can buy drugs first. It has become 
so routine. 

 I don’t let anyone in my daily life know 
about my drug use. I go on dates with guys 
that ask if I do drugs, and I always say I don’t. 
I am ashamed of it. I even sent you this email 
from an address I just made up. I am scared I 
will eventually get busted or that my family will 
find out. When I am high, everything is great, 
but when I come down, I crash hard and get 
depressed. So I try to never really come down. 
I don’t know how I got to this point. I recently 
got a promotion at my main job because of my 
work ethic. I work a lot and know that without 
the drugs I wouldn’t be able to do that. I don’t 
know who I am anymore if I am not high. Being 
high is my normal, and I don’t know how to 
change. Any advice would be greatly appreci-
ated. Thanks, Anonymous.

Dear Anonymous, Good lord, dude, you 
have a rough road ahead. First off, I wanna 
say that I make jokes usually from a place of 
truth. I did do drugs years ago. Recreational at 
first and then, like you, just to function. I, like 
you, was really good at hiding it. The thing that 

made me want to get clean was my husband. 
He didn’t know I was doing drugs, but I knew 
how he felt about them. I never wanted to dis-
appoint him, so I quit. It was the hardest thing 
I have ever done. If it wasn’t for him I would for 
sure be dead. He saved my life without even 
knowing it. I didn’t tell him about any of my 
struggles with drugs until almost two years af-
ter I was off of them. He’s not stupid, he knew 
I was going through something but just made 
sure I felt loved during whatever it was. It was 
in the beginning of our relationship, so he just 
figured I get really moody sometimes. 

Now let’s do some real talk. Don’t call it ice. 
It is crystal meth. Ice makes it seem like it’s 
some cutsie drug that won’t hurt you. Meth — 
even if you “just snort it” — will ruin you. You 

are hurting your body 
so much. (Did you 
see the mug shot last 
week of porn icon 
Matthew Rush?)

Now let’s call you 
what you are: You are 
a functioning addict 
… but you will not 
be able to function 
like that forever. I 
was stubborn and 
never asked for help 
and never went to a 
meeting. It took me 
a while, but when I 
set my mind to do 
something, I do it. I 
just wish I had set my 
mind to not do drugs 
sooner. 

It is time for you 
to make a change. 
There is a light at the 
end of this, but I know 
right now you can’t 
even fathom being 
clean. Reach out to a 
support group, go to 
a Narcotics Anony-
mous meeting. You 
have to start some-

where. I think by sending me this email you 
have started your journey to be clean. You can 
obviously get drugs very easily if it has become 
so routine, so you need to change that. I would 
tell you to delete your dealer’s phone number 
now, but I bet you know it by heart. 

Decide today “No more.” Take some time 
off from work to detox yourself. You are going 
to sleep a lot, but then you have to motivate 
yourself to get back to living. You need to see 
an actual counselor to see what steps work 
for you. See a doctor and be honest with them 
about your drug use. I have been through this, 
but there is no formula that works for everyone. 
Nothing could have made me stop doing drugs 
until I decided I was ready to quit. You need to 
decide that it is time to stop. 

I think you will be surprised by how many 
people are going through very similar situa-
tions. You really are not alone. Start a dialogue 
with a friend or family member that you trust. It 
is time for you to shut the door on those friends 
that party. You don’t need the temptation. It’s 
time to start taking care of yourself. 

 For those of you that are reading this and 
think less of me for doing drugs in the first 
place, I got nothin’ for ya. I regret a lot of things 
I have done, but I needed to go through some 
of the harder things that have happened to me 
to know happiness when I saw it. I found a rea-
son to get clean and I did it. I am proud of that. 
If you have never dealt with addiction, congrat-
ulations — you get a gold star. I am thankful for 
my journey and am happy to be alive. 

 My real advice for you, Anonymous, is know 
it’s time to stop using. You are strong enough 
to stop. Don’t doubt that. Push through the 
hard times. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 
Find someone that you can talk to about this, 
someone that can motivate you. The tiredness 
and depression will eventually pass if you work 
at it. Be patient but push yourself. You can 
do this! I’m always here for advice if you ever 
need it. Good luck my friend, and keep me 
posted on your progress. 

Remember to always love more, bitch less 
and be fabulous! XOXO, Cassie Nova.

If you have a question of comment, email it 
to AskCassieNova@gmail.com. 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORYOUTnorth
texas OUTntx.com

ACCOMMODATIONS
Crown Plaza Arlington | ihg.com

700 Ave. H East Arlington | 817-394-5000

Hilton Anatole  | hiltonanatolehotel.com
2201 N. Stemmons | 214-748-1200

Hilton Garden Inn | hiltongardeninn.com 
785 Hwy. 121 Lewisville | 972-459-4600  

Homestead | thehomesteadat3218.com
Private retreat for Men 18+ | 254-486-0032

ACCOUNTANTS – CPA
Aishman, Rick  PC | aishmanphipps.com

3625 N. Hall St. Ste. 1250 | 214-520-7363

Allen, Ron CPA | ronallencpa.com
2909 Cole Ave. Ste. 119 | 214-954-0042

Greer, Tom A., CPA | tomgreercpa.com
214-998-0916

Sterling’s Bookkeeping | sterlingstax.com
5418 St. Charles Ave. | 214-330-4682

ADOPTION SERVICES
Lifelong Adoptions| lifelongadoptions.com

479-435-0186 | 888-829-0891

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
Club Dallas | theclubs.com

2616 Swiss Ave | 214-821-1990

Alternatives | Behind New Fine Arts 
1720 W. Mockingbird Lane | 214-630-7071

SPUNK Lube | SpunkLube.com

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Jade Air & Heating | jadeairdallas.com

214-522-2805

Rescue Air Heating | rescueair.com
972-351-8307

TNS Mechanical  | tnsmechanical.com
817-465-1112

ART GLASS
Dallas Glass Art | dallasglassart.com

214-741-1442

ATTORNEYS
Burch, Lorie | burch-law.com

7920 Beltline Road Ste. 750 | 972-385-0558

Cohen, Rick | cohenlegal.net  
11551 Forest Central, #205 | 972-233-4100

Cole, David | adoptlegal.com
214-363-5117

Covell, Rebecca | covellpc.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-443-0300

English, Jay | englishpllc.com
214-528-4300

Hall, Stephanie | ladylawsah.com
4514 Cole Ave, Ste. 600 | 214-522-3343

Johnson, Julie | juliejohnsonlaw.com
7557 Rambler Road, Ste. 950 | 214-290-8001

Johnson, Stephen | 214-373-3770
johnsonwillsandprobate.com

Olinger, Lynn | LSOLaw.com
3710 Rawlins St., Ste. 950 | 214-396-9090

Van Wey, Kay | vanweylaw.com
12720 Hillcrest, Ste. 725 | 214-329-1350

Womack, Jenny | WomackAdoptions.com
5050 Quorum Dr., Ste. 225 | 214-935-3310

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Park Place Mercedes | Nedd Ross

6113 Lemmon Ave. | 214-443-5281

BANKS 
Capital One Bank | capitalonecareers.com

4208 Lemmon Ave | 972-728-3900

BUILDERS 
Sandlin Design | CSandlinHomes.com

817-727-3718

CATERING
Wendy Krispin | wendykrispincaterer.com

214-748-5559

CHIROPRACTIC DOCTORS – DC
Cedar Springs Chiropractic | drtuttdc.com   

4245 Cedar Springs Road | 214-528-1900

CoreHealth Wellness Center
corehealthwellness.com | 214-219-3300

Dallas Wellness Center 
dallaswellnesscenter.com | 214-965-9355

Uptown Chiropractic
uptownchiropractic.com | 214-979-9013

CIGAR SHOPS
Blue Smoke of Dallas

4560 W. Mockingbird, #102 | 469-358-2706

COACHING
Coaching Beyond | coachingbeyond.com

Dale Holdman | 469-917-8700

CONVENTION BUREAUS
Visit Dallas | visitdallas.com 

325 North St. Paul St., #700 | 800-232-5527

COSTUMES – THEATRICAL
Dallas Costume Shoppe | dcshoppe.com

3905 Main St. | 214-428-4613 

Norcostco TX Costume | norcostco.com
1231 Wycliff, Ste. 300 | 214-630-4048

COUNSELORS – LPC
Martin, Randy, LPC-S | martinlpc.com

3626 North Hall St., Ste. 702 | 214-392-8247

Stonewall Behavioral Health
stonewall-inc.com | 214-521-1278

Uptown Psychotherapy
uptownpsychotherapy.com | 214-824-2009

CRUISES 
The Pauer Group | thepauergroup.com 

972-241-2000

DENTISTS
Boyd, Carole Ann DDS | drboyd.net

4514 Cole Ave., Ste. 905 | 214-521-6261

Rosales, Frank | frankrosalesdds.com
6360 LBJ Freeway, Ste. 160 | 214-340-3333

Terrell, Kevin  DDS | terrelldental.com
2603 Oak Lawn Ave, Ste. 100 | 214-329-1818

DISC JOCKEYS
DJ Deluxe Productions | 214-823-1424

Jay Fox Productions
jayfoxproductions.com | 214-725-1203

Video Transfer & DJ Music Sounds
videotransfer4u.net | 469-222-6659

EGG DONOR PROGRAMS
Donor Solution | thedonorsolution.com

713-827-0301

ELECTROLYSIS
Dallas Electrolysis

electrolysisformen.com | 214-766-8939

Hair Today Gone Tomorrow
htgtelectrolysis.com | 682-593-1442

FERTILITY RESOURCES
Fertility Specialists of Texas

fertilitytexas.com | 214-750-5500

FINANCIAL PLANNING 
Sherman, Judy | Nexus Advisors, LLC

10000 N. Central, #1200 | 817-366-1119

FINE ART
Abstract Art by Naomi

www.abstractartbynaomi | 214-274-5060

FURNITURE
j.douglas design | jdouglasdesign.com

3301 Oak Lawn Ave | 214-522-8100

Jones Walker  | joneswalkerhome.com 
1531 Dragon St.  | 469-916-5500

HANDYMAN
Your Right Hand Handyman 

Patrick Thobe | 515-351-9614

HOME INSPECTION SERVICES
Good Home Inspection 

GoodHomeInspection.com |  214-215-4961

INDEPENDENT LIVING
Alternative Living Choice

 alternativelivingchoices.org | 214-402-3552

INSURANCE
Allstate - Clements, John 

2500 N. Dallas Parkway, #150 | 972-312-1800

Allstate – Long, Alex | 972-570-7000
Allstateagencies.com/AlexLong 

Farmers Insurance - Campbell, Todd
farmersagent.com/tcampbell2|214-420-7500

Farmers Insurance - Irvin, M. Angel  
14651 Dallas Parkway, #110 | 972-367-6200

Health Insurance Marketplace | CCGD.org
Community Council  Dallas | 844-831-9600  

State Farm – Scott, Ray 
rayscottinsurance.com | 469-372-5925

Steven Graves Insurance Agency
stevengravesinsurance.com | 214-599-0808

Uptown Dallas Insurance Agency 
uptowndallasins.com | 214-871-3145

MEDITATION
Dallas Meditation Center 

DallasMeditationCenter.com

MORTGAGE – REFINANCE
Caliber Home Loans

caliberhomeloans.com | 214-384-4151

PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Co. 
ronwatterson.com | 214-926-9583

Ramirez, Armando | 214-263-5507
mando.ramirez@supremelending.com   

MOVERS
Fantastic Moves | FantasticMoves.com

10610 Metric, Ste. 175 | 214-349-6683 

OPTICAL GOODS 
Fashion Optical | fashionopticaldallas.com

3430 Oak Lawn Ave. | 214-526-6006

PERSONAL TRAINER
Bells and Barbells: Wedding Fitness

bellsandbarbells.com | 469-256-8624

PET SITTING & DAY CARE 
Taddy’s Pet Services

taddyspetservices.com | 214-732-4721  

PHARMACIES
Avita Pharmacy | avitapharmacy.com

219 Sunset Ave., Ste. 118A | 214-943-5187 

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Justin Yoder Studios

 justinyoderstudios.com | 214-404-7805

PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS
Daly, Patrick W. MD 

3629 Fairmount St. | 214-526-3566

Horizon Aesthetics | horizonlipo.com
6020 W. Parker, #300, Plano | 972-661-8884

Niroomand, Farhad  MD, PA  
uptownderm.com | 214-303-1102

Philips, Kay L.  MD | 214-363-2305
A Baylor-HealthTexas Affiliate  

Pounders, Steven  MD, PA
3500 Oak Lawn Ave., #600 | 214-520-8833

Uptown Physicians Group
uptowndocs.com | 214-303-1033

PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
TNT Promotions | tntpromos.biz

Marsha Thomas | 214-213-7161

REAL ESTATE
Atkinson, Steve  ABR | 214-334-7404

SteveAtkinson.DavePerryMiller.com

DeuPree, Joe   ABR | 214-559-5690 
deupreej@sbcglobal.net | Scottwood Realty

Durstine Jr., George | 214-559-6090
georgedrealtor@gmail.com | Scottwood 

Hewitt & Habgood Group | 214-752-7070
HewittHabgood.com

Jeff Updike | Weston Pugh
updikepugh.com | 214-377-2223

LaPierre, Paul | 4saleindallas.com
Century 21 Judge Fite | 214-564-7741 

Mark Cain | Ace Lahli 
markcainproperties.com | 214-642-6516  

Narey, Jay  ABR, ALHS | jaynarey.com
Keller Williams Realtors | 972-468-5462

Scott, Danny Alan | 972-588-8304
DannyAlanScott@gmail.com | Scottwood 

Sherman, Diane | 469-767-1823
davidgriffin.com/diane-sherman

Stoll, Tim | TimStoll@KW.com
Keller Williams Realtors | 214-868-2959 

Walker, Philip | philipwalkergroup.com
Keller Williams Realtors | 214-769-4322

RESTAURANTS
Cremona Bistro | cremonabistro.com

2704 Worthington | 214-871-1115

nerdvana food + spirits | 214-618-9732
nerdvanafrisco.com | 5757 Main St. | Frisco

Salum Restaurant | salumrestaurant.com
4152 Cole Ave., Ste. 103 | 214-252-9604

SHIPPING AND RECEIVING
The UPS Store®

theupsstorelocal.com/3812 |  214-520-0005

SPA & BATH PRODUCTS
S.E.Cote & Co. | secoteco.com

469-248-2113

STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
Vannier Engineering | 972-867-9750

dvannier@vannierengineering.com 

SURROGACY 
3 Sisters Surrogacy

3sisterssurrogacy.com | 877-976-9483

TITLE COMPANIES
Republic Title of Texas | republictitle.com

3131 Turtle Creek Blvd. #101 | 214-528-8916

TRANSLATION SERVICES
American Language Technologies

americanlt.com | 972-517-2700

TRANSPORTATION
DART | dart.org | 214-979-1111

Premier Essential Services | 214-718-7127 
premieressentialservices.com

TREE SERVICES
Maya Tree & Lawn Maintenace

mayatreeservice.com | 214-924-7058  

VODKA COMPANIES
Equality Vodka | equalityvodka.com

Ultra Premium Vodka 

VITAMINS & SUPPLEMENTS 
Sundrops | sundrops.com

4306 N. Central Expwy. | 214-521-0550

WEDDING PLANNERS
Christy Matthews Events | 805-717-2454

christymatthewsevents.com

LGBTWeddings.com | 844-899-LOVE x 501
Resource to find wedding providers

Ring Thing Events | ringthingevents.com
Wedding Planning Services | 972-795-7759

YOGA STUDIOS
Dallas Yoga Center | dallasyogacenter.com

4525 Lemmon Ave.  | 214-443-9642

BUSINESS 
LISTINGS 
Interested in getting your business listed 
here once a month? Call us! 214-754-8710
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LIFE+STYLE
scene

Scene Photographers: Kat Haygood and Chad Mantooth

• LifeWalk: In Oak Lawn Park at 1 p.m. on Sunday.
• Alexandre’s: Stephanie Sallie on Friday. Jason Huff and the Ignition on Saturday. Wayne 

Smith on Sunday. K Marie Broadway on Tuesday. Anna Fredericka Popova on Wednesday. 
• Club Changes: Turnabout 2017 at 8 p.m. on Saturday.
• Club Reflection: Crazy Casseroles - A CommUnity Supper at 4 p.m. on Sunday. Team ICFWA 

hosted by Jason Bernard at 6 p.m. on Sunday.
• Dallas Eagle: Mutt Mosh from 6-10 p.m. on Friday. United Court of the Lone Star Empire 

candidate show from 7-10 p.m. on Saturday. DJ C-Rail presents Diva Night at the Dallas Eagle at 
10 p.m. on Saturday.

• JR.’s Bar & Grill: Cassie’s Freak Show at 11 p.m. on Monday. 
• Marty’s Live: Sexcapade features Rudeboy Dallas and Nicole O’hara Munro free until 11 p.m. 

and $5 after on Friday. 
• Randi’s Alternate Route 2 to 2: Casino Game Night at 8 p.m. on Friday.
• Round-Up Saloon: IGLTA fundraiser from 5:30-7 p.m. on Monday. Get your glass for Wine Walk 

October in the tent out front at 6 p.m. on Wednesday.
• Sue Ellen’s: Cherry Bomb on Saturday. Join Tyla for Tuesday Bluesday followed by Tuesday 

Tease. 
• The Rose Room: Miss Wanda’s Comedy Show at 11 p.m. and midnight on Thursday.
• TMC: The Mining Company: BJ’s Trashy Tuesday continues. 
• Urban Cowboy Saloon: TGRA candidate show at 7 p.m. on Saturday. 
• Woody’s Sports & Video Bar: DIVA Intermediate mixer from 5-7 p.m. on Saturday. Rams vs. 

Cowboys at noon on Sunday.  

Making the SCENE the week of Sept. 29–Oct. 5:

Family Pride  
Zone
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Night of Stars 
featuring JuJubee

What goes better with LGBT Pride than a rainbow unicorn?!

Photography by Jeremy Pierce and Skander Yaiche
The men of Club Stallions
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Come See Jay Baby!

TRASHY TUESDAYS 
CONTINUES!

Tues. Oct. 3rd 9p-2a

CLUB  
STALLIONS

      Call or Facebook for Membership Info.
     972-997-1493 • 11311 Harry Hines #203

                         DallasClubStallions
                         DarrianStallionsOrtega C
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e 
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What goes better with LGBT Pride than a rainbow unicorn?!

Going-away party at Sue Ellen’s

Angel at Havana’sLooking good at Alexandre’s Happy couple on The StripOut-of-towners checking out Alexandre’s

The men of Club Stallions

Photography by Chuck MarceloResource Center Luncheon
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Turtle Creek Estate Sale!
By Appointment ONLY. 

Call or text

214.616.8190
Leather Recliners, 6-foot Fountain, 
Statues, Lamps and much more!

 Estate Sale

MarketPlace
MarketPlace

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For  information on adverrtising, call us at:

214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

 Insurance

Sparkling in-ground pool with 
attached spa. Covered patio, plus 
flagstone sitting area. Pristine 
condition. Lots of original wood 
flooring. Crown molding. Recent 
interior paint. Updated kitchen.
3 large bdrms. 2 remodeled baths. 
Sunroom.                      $465,000.

Only Minutes to White Rock Lake

Call Greg Hutchinson, Agent
(214) 566-8143 - Cell

 Real Estate

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm 
Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual, Dallas, TX1601560

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect their 
cars with us. It’s one more way 
I’m here to help life go right.™

CALL ME TODAY FOR A QUOTE.

Scott Beseda, Agent
4411 Lemmon Ave, Ste 203
Dallas, TX  75219
Bus: 214-219-6610
www.scottbeseda.com

 Insurance

Attorneys 
who aren’t 
crooked or 

straight

Estate Planning • Wills 
Trusts & Asset Protection

LGBT Resources
Powers of Attorney

Advanced Directives
Business Law

Covellpc.com • 214.443.0300
3710 Rawlins St. Dallas, TX 75219

 Law Firm

 Law Firm

Relationship and  
Individual Counseling
For Life Changes and Transitions

6750 Hillcrest Plaza Drive • Suite 304 
CALL NOW! • 214-497-6268
VISIT cynthialovelllpc.com 

Cynthia Lovell
M.Ed.,  L.P.C.

 Personal Care

Video

Hard drive crashed, lost data?

Data is vital to your business. 
At Dallas Voice we understand 
that few plan for data loss. We 
access leading-edge hard disk 
drive data recovery technology 
using use the latest equipment 
and methods in recovering 
data from all kinds of media.

We Can Help!

Call Today! 214-754-8710

Computer Support

WANTED:  
EXPERIENCED JUGGLER

Executive needs assistant to run complex 
household. duties vary greatly and range 
from errand running, basic housekeeping, 
file-sorting, water/fertilize plants, to orga-
nize and space plan to event planning and 

supervision of others.  
Must have diverse skill set. Basic computer 

skills and office experience very helpful. 
Full or part-time.  

Flexible schedule available $15-20hr.  
Email resume or a simple statement as to 

experience & qualifications to  
dwf777@aol.com

Get Your Body  

Summer Ready.  

Manscaping 

 & Waxing at

Salon Aura   

On The Strip 
3910 Cedar Springs Rd.  

(next to Round Up)
214.443.0454

Proudly Gay Owned and Operated

 Personal Care

Employment
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OPEN HOUSE Sat & Sun 2 pm to 4 pm

AndrewCollinsRealtor@Gmail.com

214.668.8287

REALTOR

urban dallas 
oak lawn
uptown
turtle creek

ANDREW 
COLLINS

Over-sized Urban condo at Parkside Cedar Springs

4777 Cedar Springs # 5F
All Upgrades, SS appliances, Tank-less water heater.
Two Story Loft style condo. Custom bathroom, Walk-in 

closet, Vaulted Ceiling, Balcony, Pool, Club House,
2 acre Creek Park, Gated access only $170,000.

 Real Estate

Webb Chapel/Forest
Totally Updated. Inside LBJ  
and 15 minutes from Oak 
Lawn. Yard maintenance & 
alarm monitoring included.  
No pets or smokers please. 

972-241-2000

“Loryland” 
LUXURY 
DUPLEX

3/2/2
$1,750/Mo.

 Real Estate

MarketPlace
MarketPlace

Your calling card for LGBT Texas business
For  information on adverrtising, call us at:

214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:
dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

 Real Estate

 Real Estate

Keller Williams 
Realty

www.mrealtygroup.com
toddmaley@aol.com

Todd Maley

972-205-0636

LET’S MAKE A
DEAL!

Proudly 
Serving 

the LGBT 
Community

 Real Estate

Call us today to find out why people rely on

HGroup
214.659.3624

phil@hgrouphomes.com | www.hgrouphomes.com

Phil
Hobson
Founder/Realtor®

 Real Estate

Experience Counts!
20+ Years Supporting the Community
www.FantasticMoves.com

TX
D

M
V 

00
52

14
40

B

VOTED BEST MOVERS 7 YEARS & COUNTING

Fantastic Moves

10610 Metric Drive, Suite # 175 Dallas, TX  75243

 Moving

 Real Estate
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Across
 1 Nick Adams
    character Johnny
 5 Hairspray list
 9 Heavenly balls
13 “And giving ___, 
     up the chimney ...”
14 Moon, to fifty
     million Frenchmen
15 Harbor city
16 Margaret Mead ___
    Me Gay
17 Alfred Douglas’
     school
18 Bahrain biggie
19 Start of an edited 
     line from the reboot
     of The Heathers
22 Modern Family
     daughter
23 Curry of Rocky
     Horror fame
24 Suffix with suburban
25 Land of O. Wilde
26 Lodge man
29 Upright, but not
     erect
31 Sperm homophone?
33 Comics cry
35 I Dream of
    Jeannie’s Barbara,
    et al.
36 More of the 
     edited line
39 Doesn’t swallow
42 On the down ___
43 Judy’s daughter
     Lorna
47 Pleasures oneself,
     with “off”

MarketPlace
Your calling card for LGBT Texas business

For  information on adverrtising, call us at:
214-754-8710 ext. 110. Visit us online at:

dallasvoice.com/marketplace

The Premier Media Source for LGBT Texas

Solution on Page 37

The Heathers, Edited

THE

PAINTER
Specializing In Interior Painting

25 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Extremely Meticulous
TONY R.

972-754-1536
TonyRThePainter@netscape.com

SUMMER IS HOT IN TEXAS!

Jade Air
AIR CONDITIONING
    & HEATING

PROMPT
EXCEPTIONAL

SERVICE!

SERVING THE LGBT COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
JadeAirDallas.com 

214.522.2805
214.923.7904

But a well-maintained and efficient air conditioner can keep you cool

SERVICE • SALES • INSTALLS
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

2528 W. Walnut, Garland 
(972) 276-0893

7 Day Rentals! $6 DVD’s!
$9.95 Head Cleaners. 

 Adult

A CUT 
ABOVE

A CUT 
ABOVE

469.573.2334
esoutherngardens.com

Southern Gardens 
can design and 
maintain the 
landscape of 
your dreams! 
Call and start today! 

Home Services

Your Home • Your Style • Our Expertise

Sara Sprawls

11700 Preston Rd., Ste. 660 #103
Dallas, TX 75230

OFFICE (469) 600-6012
Sara.Sprawls@CarnivalPainting.com

www.CarnivalPaintingDallas.com

www.CarnivalPaintingDallas.com

Home Services

 Adult

Fence Staining, interior/exterior,
tape, Bed & texture

MeticulouS & attention to detail
poWer WaSHing

469-471-8618
25 YearS experience! 

SatiSFaction guaranteed! 
neat, clean & reliaBle

eddie’S 
qualitY painting

Home Services

 Adult

MarketPlace
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Across
 1 Nick Adams
    character Johnny
 5 Hairspray list
 9 Heavenly balls
13 “And giving ___, 
     up the chimney ...”
14 Moon, to fifty
     million Frenchmen
15 Harbor city
16 Margaret Mead ___
    Me Gay
17 Alfred Douglas’
     school
18 Bahrain biggie
19 Start of an edited 
     line from the reboot
     of The Heathers
22 Modern Family
     daughter
23 Curry of Rocky
     Horror fame
24 Suffix with suburban
25 Land of O. Wilde
26 Lodge man
29 Upright, but not
     erect
31 Sperm homophone?
33 Comics cry
35 I Dream of
    Jeannie’s Barbara,
    et al.
36 More of the 
     edited line
39 Doesn’t swallow
42 On the down ___
43 Judy’s daughter
     Lorna
47 Pleasures oneself,
     with “off”

49 When repeated,
     campy
51 Gaza Stripper’s assn.
52 “Can’t Get It Out 
     of My Head” band
53 “Poppycock!”
55 Patty Sheehan’s
     partner, to golf,
     perhaps
57 End of the 
     edited line
61 Exotica director
     Egoyan
62 It’s for Rimbaud
63 One way to 
     cook fruit
65 Debtor’s car, maybe
66 Ziegfeld Follies
     costume designer
67 Mark Bingham of
     United Flight 93
68 Very in Vichy
69 Make a hole bigger
70 Canadian oil
     company

Down
 1 Orange tuber
 2 Like friends of a
    closeted person,
    perhaps
 3 Sat for Tee Corinne
 4 One-named pop
    singer
 5 Symbol on
    Bernstein’s score
 6 Erotic opening
 7 Stallion’s sound
 8 Mauresmo’s game
 9 Crude cartel

10 Brooks of portraits
11 War Requiem
     composer Benjamin
12 Castro, in San
     Francisco, and others
20 Soap ingredient
21 Push forward
22 Popular fruit drink
27 Triangle side
28 Boat bottom
30 Pastoral work
32 Experts in CPR
34 Seaman’s unit of
     speed
37 Former NFL player
     Tuaolo
38 Eagle, on a par four
39 Patrick of the 
    Moby Dick miniseries
40 More like Miss
     Manners
41 Pink Kryptonite, 
     for one
44 Where tops like 
     to put it?
45 Puppeteer Wayland
46 Pull behind
48 Sport of Bend It 
     Like Beckham
50 A League of Their
     ___ 
54 When repeated, end
     of a Stein quote
56 “___ Really Going
     Out with Him?”
58 Med. care grps.
59 Film canine
60 Bit from 
     Michael Musto
64 Put the moves on
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